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LETTER I. 



Pam, Feb. lo, 1793. 

THE fadion of the anarchifts de- 
fired th4t the French king (hould be 
put to death without the tedious forms 
of ^ triah This opinion, however, was 
confined to the fummit of the Mountain^ 
that elevated region, where, aloof from 
all the ordinary feelings of our nature^ 
no one is diverted from his purpofe by 
the weaknefs of humanity, or the com- 
.punftion of remorfei where urbanity is 
confidered as an ariflocratical infringe- 
VOL. IV. B ment 



iBentofJesgraodspdncipes^ aod mercy 
aa^a c^mede leze-nation*» 

The trW of the king wa3 de?re€id by 
the Nacioaal Copvemion^ and tb$:e|f^ 
venthof Djccember was fixed upon |:>r 
that purpofe. Lewis the iixteentb had 
fupported bis long imprifonmeut with 
fonicude; and, when he heard that the 
day for his trial was fixed, he faid with 
great calmnefs^ ^< Eh bien! qu'on me 
guillotine fi on veut; je fuis preparc'f*** 

A Ihort time after the taking of the 
Baftile the king was obferved reading.t^ 
hiftory of Charles the firft. "Why, fire/' 
faid an attendant^ ^f do you read that biff- 
tory ? it will make you melancholy.? ^* Je - 
xne mets dans Tefprit," replied th^.kifjg, 
*^ qu'un jour je finirai cqmme lui J." 

^ .Thegrea;tprinci{3le8-^Htgli treaTon. 

f " Weil! let them guillotine me if t^cy wllj I 
am prepared. •• 

{ ^ I feel an imprefiion on my mind, that one 
daylihaHeHllihcfcim.''' . 

It 
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it appears thati the French qtiAen has 
alfo chofeh a model for lier behavi<wr, 
m the laft fcene of life, from the Englifti 
annals; for fince her imprifbnmeilt (he 
has bteen employed in reading the hif- 
tory of Mary queen of Scots. Marie 
Antoinette, however, is in no danger of 
fearing the fame fate: if fee were, her, 
haughty indignant fpirit, which preferred 
the chance of loiing empire and life to 
the certaimy of retaining any thing lefs 
than abfolute dominion, woiild probably 
meet death with becoming dignity, feel- 
iag, that " to be weak is to be mifera- 
ble, doing or itiffenng^" 

When the municipal officers went ' to 
tht Temple, and took from the rc^al 
pdibners tbdr pocket knives, (cifiars, 
razors, &c. the king, while fearching his 
pockets, feid, ** On n'a rieh a 6rain3re 
de irioi *.'• The queen exclaimed in a 
fcornfoi rone, " II faut prendre auffi 

• ** Thqr have nothing m k» from me/* 

B 2 nos 



«»i aigjjiHesj rcar^lkj piquent bica 
"^emrnxf:^"' , .^ ... ' ' 

;.]UaitU;|the. trial began, the Hipg w?w 
ailow^d to,dineaqd,fup with hi? family, 
Afc€r-;eatlQg^ a goo4 dinxKr.he ufiially 
played two or ihrc^ games at piquet 
with the queen i and, when they had 
fioiflbed, the municipal officer upon 
guard in the apartment, .without fpealiL-* 
ing, made a movement .towards the 
door, which the queet> underftbod^ and 
was obliged to rife, immediateiyj and 
kave.the room. 

Lewis the fixteenth behaved at the 
bar of the National Convcotioa .with 
calmnefs, and even dignity. He remem- 
. bered that he had been a king; and he 
{iroved that he had not that imbecility 
of mind which has be$n generally im* 
puted to him. Philofophy, fpeaking 
the words of truth and fobdmefs, may 

* ^* You ought to take our needles too; for they 
can prick very fluorply •*• 

tell 
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tell us,' thait kings, like other- nwii 
ought to be made accoubtiible for 
their anions ; btit flie will alfo admit, 
that their faults have ftrohger claiins td 
compaflion than thofe of other iheil— 
educated as they lifuaJly ire in dclufion 
and error. Perhaps it is not very ex- 
traordinary, that Lewis the fixteentb, 
who had been taught from his earlieft 
infancy " th*' enormous faith of thou- 
fands made for one/* and who had never 
heard of any privileges but his own, 
rccollefting what he was •* feventeen 
years ago,** confidered flavery as the na.- 
tural inheritance of his fubgefts, and>the 
rights of man als but another term', for 
treafon. . It muft alfo be itdmitted, ihat, 
when a king undergoes the fame pUnifti- 
ment as another man, he is in tiuth 
punifhed more. The National Conten- 
tion, if they determine tb puttifh tbede- 
throned monarch, will condemn him to 
<)ie: but do they, whoare^oing to ic- 
B 3 giflate 
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giflatt for a ttilghty' empire, know -fb 
Kttle of thfe huthkn heart,* as not tokhow 
that txy him the. WuihiHatioti he alre^y 
fufFers is worfethan death? After hatt- 
ing obliged him tor appear before thetii, 
all farther punifhment is fuperfluaus. 
When fcd through the ftreets of Paris as 
a prifoner, can he forget how ofrert he 
has paffed through thofe Greets dihidft 
the acclamations of the fubjeft multi- 
tude? and, when condemn^ to Aand 
at the bar of their affembly till the pre- 
fident gives him leave to fit down, does 
not his remembrance— his agonized re- 
mcmbrance-^ance back on ibofe days, 
when to be feated in his prefence was 
khe appropriated privilege to which only 
a few could afpire ? 

Princes are placed in a fort of artifi* 
cial condition : they live at a fulkn dif- 
tance from the deareft enjoyments of 
life, and are alfo in general exempted 
from its calamities. The poet, therefore, 

when 
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when he wilh4$ to rou(e our {>a^<i^ 
paints fome ftriking viciflitifde pf pqwtjr 
.and greatnefs* * Tb^ regi^Urx^iirmup pf 
a gentle ftream dp notdiftur^ the P^P^Vj^ 
meditation of the wanderer ^who mufes 
on its banks-^it is the headlong torrent, 
ru(hing from its dizzy height over the 
fragments of the broken cliffy that feizes 
our aftoni(hed attention* 

It was obfcrved by fome perfons who 
were placed near the French King when 
be appeared at the bar of the Conven- 
tion, that he received the firft papers 
which were (hewn to him with haughty 
impatience^ ahnoft fnatchtng them from 
the hand of the deputy by whom th^y 
were pre&nted, and who» indeed, per- 
formed that office in a manner whiqh 
d d litde honour to his delicacy, his 
feelings, or his republicanifm } fince ^e 
who could, forget the refpef^.due to n)if- 
fortune — ^be who could behave to Lewis 
the fixteenth^ when a prifoner at t^e bar 
B4 of 
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of the Convention^ a3 if he had been 
kfs than a man, wou1d> probablyi at the 
court of VerfaiUes have behaved to hi en 
as if he had been more. The king, af- 
ter having recognifed his own band* 
writing, in the iignature of thofe pa* 
pers which were firft given him to e»- 
amine, was obferved to receive thofe 
which were (hewn to him afterwards 
with a fort of fubmiffive gentlenefs, 
which marked the effeft produced upon 
his mind by the appearance of thofe fatal 
teilimonies— thofe teftimonies of his 
having joined the league of defpots in 
their impotent crufade againft the liber- 
ty and happinefs of his people — thofe 
t^ftimQnies, that he had not only endea- 
voured to fubvert that conftitutiou 
wi)ich he had fworn to maintain, by in«- 
vitiBg the armies of Pruffia and of Auf. 
trial tb invade the French territory; but 
had alfo fop^t to, undermine the fpread^ 
i^JPJiwiples of liberty, by a fyftem of 

corruption 
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corruption which was meant to grafp the 
whole edipire/ and iticlcfded an itifinite 
ran^6 of obj^(J6/^(inc(^th^&(M<^fftip^^^ 
ant to the moft miniite-— frbtn ttie lead* 
ing orators of the Natioiial Aflem^ly to 
the ballad- fingers of the ftrects— from 
the reports of commktees to hand-bills 
and placards, Hiftory will, indeed; 
condemn Lewis the fixteenth. The evi* 
dence of his guilt is clear; and the hifto« 
rian will ftlfil his duty in paffing fen* 
fence upon his memory; for the hifto* 
rian has not, like the judge, thepreroga* 
tive to pardon. But Lewb the fifteenth 
will not ftand abne at the bar of pofliei^ 
rity. ' Hisjudgesalfo mud appear at thtt 
tribunal; on them^ alfo> the hiftoriaa 
will pafs fefttence. He will bet&oid tht 
ikme men afling at once as accufcra, 
party, and judge ;- be will behold the 
unfortunate monarch deprived, not onljir 
of his inviolability as a. king^ but of hia 
rights as a citizen; aad pciliapa the if*. 
B 5 refocable 
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revocable decree of poG^erity may rtvcx& 
ihM of the National CoRvedtti6o.:r : 
_M.Tbe detail <>f theimcrrogation whieh 
tkftrFreoch king umterwirenc at theibar 
pi t^e JKatk>nal Cociveetiop is ioo w^H 
]^oown tp need ropeticion.*— He was con-*- 
ducted back to the Temple about fix in 
the evening: the ni^t was dark; but 
the town was illum^atedi and thofe okh 
je£ks, which appeared only half fproie^t 
aod were feen indiftindly, im^naikm 
finiihed and filjed up, as bed fuited th$ 
gloomy impreffions of the nn^ment/. 3y 
the way 9 fi&ce the fecond of September^ 
when the whole town was lighted. up £dr 
fecurity, an illumination at Paris appears 
no ^udy ps^ant, which beams the fym* 
bol of public feftivity; but is confidered 
as the harbinger of danger—the fignalof 
aiarai«>«»thetoc(in of night. Aconfiderable 
number of horfe as well as foot*guards 
formed the efcort'of the king; and the 
tntmpling of ihe horfes* feet— the hoarfe 

founds 
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founds of the colle£bed >niultitude#^be 
beating of dmms-— the frequent ?re|Ms>rt 
of fire-ami^— all confpired to exchfc the 
mod folettin emocioM. ^ The lotig p^ 
of human hiftory rudied upon t6e iHidd 
—rage after age arofe to memory, in fed 
fucceffioB, Eke the line of Banqiio; and 
each leemed disSgured by crimes or 
darkened by calamity. The paft was 
clouded with horror--^a great experl^ 
ment vras about to be made for the fu* 
ture; but it was impoffible to refleft, 
^khout trtmbling anxiety, that the (lake 
was human happinefs, and that the iffbe 
was dbubtful, while all that coiikl be 
calculated with certainty was, that mill 
lions muft periOi in the trial. It is a& 
ferted that the philofophers of France 
produced the revolution; I believe this 
to be an error. They, indeed, have di£> 
feminated the principles which, form the 
bails of the new fabric of Fr^ich go> 
vernment^ but the andent fyftein.:waB 
B6 overthrown,. 



o^ertldiiwn, notbecaufQ it vas uii^)nk>- 
f^phic^U b^t becauie it jcould be upbeld 
no longer. Tb^ revolntioa was the c£- 
feft (rf^ imperious necefficy ; for^ what- 
ever permanent good may rdult from a 
change of government, the temporary 
evil is focertain^ that every age is dif- 
pofed to leave that work td a fttcceed- 
^g generation. The inftindt of the 
people teaches them> chat in framing a 
new government they can only hope, 
like Moies, to (ee the promifed land, 
but not to enter it. • They may plant the 
feeds 6f general profperity, fown with 
toil and trouble, and bathed in blood ; 
but the blooming vegetation and ^he 
golden fruit belong to another race of 
men. 

The defence of Lewis the fijcteeMb, 
which was made by his dounfe! on the 
twenty-fixth bf December, ' th<Higb ; k 
failed to prove his innocence, at leaft fe- 
lerefted the htrA^n^ pan of the'audiince 

3 '^^ 
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in b^lillf of his misforttines : and fucli 
'df thac. auditacc' as refle<%ed, thaf ^ 
i«!ho now itood.an arfaigned crimmal ,4t 
the bar of the Conv^odon^ bad^ foi}r 
yeairs ago, tb^ delliny of tw€nty.£ v;e 
•niilliop$ of people at the difpofal of bis 
wiil, felt that, whatever were his fins 
^gltinft the nation^ ^he was already pu- 
Dilhed eaaugh* 

The dircu0k>n upon the king's de- 
fence was continued for many fuccei£ve 
days in the National Convention, which 
.became agitated by the rooft violent 
cemnodtions. The faAioo of the Moun- 
tain repeajtedly interrupted the delibera* 
tions on tJnst fubjed by fceaes of tumult 
and diford^r hitherto unknown, even in 
that turbulent aflembly. It was at that 
:^june bflievedj itm a great oiajority of 
"t)ie NaM0i¥4 Convention defined, after 
paflu)gibntextci^oj» the; king, to appeal 
»i|0;ihe; prinaAcy afleqabUesi of the people. 
Tlte M0!Matay)i deti^^uned to. oppoie 

this 
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this tncafure by every effort in their 
power* Things appeared ta be again 
haftcning t& fome grear crife ; borii 
parties went armed to the Convention v a 
iecond malTacre was expededy whicb^ it 
was afferted, would include not only the 
royal family, but ^11 thofe members of 
the Convention who ihould give their 
votes in the king's fiivour. The party 
of Gtronde took meafures for defence: 
meetings for this purpqfe were hekl in 
the dead of night with fome of the Fe-^ 
d€rh, of whom twelve thoufand had 
reached Paris. Troops were daily ar* 
riving fipm the departments; and the 
moment feemed faft approaching when 
the two confliding pajrties wer« to mes^ 
fure their ftrength. Nor could any fen- 
fation be mo^e replete with horror than 
that which this fearful expedation et* 
eitcd* Imagimitipn already beheld, like 
Macbeth, aerial daggers, and anticipat- 
ed a foFt of dark unknown danger, to 

which. 



which it could fet oo limit?; ^not the 
wild fpiric of popular (Ury, when fet 
Idofe^ might: paid the bounds pnefcribed 
by the <edi&8. of its abettioirs^ $8 the oce;m 
flood fotneritnes by tta irrcfiAtbie inuur 
datioA throws down the feeble- dykes 
which would arreft its progrefs. 

At this time a commotion happened 
at one of the theatres, whicb^ though 
not n>aterial in itfolf, ferved to mark the 
temper of the contending parties. A 
piece had lately been produced at that 
theatre, entitled, <* L'Ami des Lobe,** 
which, it was faid, was written before 
the tenth of Auguft, enforcing the dutf 
of obedience to the order of things then 
exifting, and drawing a portrait of the 
patriots, as if they were lovers of anar* 
chy. It happened whimficalljr enough, 
that this caricature of patriotifm proved 
a faithful likened of Robefpierfe, Ma- 
rat, &c«} ^aifKl it alio happened, that that 
love of order^«Hd fubmiffion to the laws 

then 
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then exifting, whichj while the conduft 
of the court made aiiother revtilutioii 
neceflary, wonld have been' confidered 
as treaffcn to the caufe of liberty m this 
cotmtry, was now preached by every 
orthodox republican. Order and laws; 
however, being entirely fubverfive of 
Maratifniy this piece had excited violent 
indignation in thatfadion. The JacobiAs 
and the municipality of Paris formed a 
league againft it; and the latter, fovt^ 
reign power fentan order to che theatre^ 
forbidding the performance* The pee* 
pie, in the mean time, affembled iiif con- 
fiderable numbers round the theatre^ 
and infilled that the play Qiould be^^r* 
^Drmed; while the author <^ the ^itce 
prefented himfelf at the bar of the Coa'^ 
vention, and related what was paf&ng at 
the theatre. — The Convention pdfied to 
the order of the day ^ declaring as their 
reafoQ for fo doing, that the municipa* 
lity liad no right to comroul the repre* 

fentaiion. 
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e n fatioA. Santerrc^ conunaader in chief 
of the PariHan national guard, repaired 
to the theatre, in order to enforce fub«ii 
miffion to the municipality. This gene- 
ral had remained totally inaftive on the 
fecond of September, when called upon 
by Petionto prevent the maffacres; but 
whatever reluftance Santerre might feel 
to check aflaffination and murder> he 
thought it was highly neceflary to pre* 
vent the alarming progrefs of order and 
laws and for that purpofe he haftened, 
furrounded by foldiers with their (abres 
drawn, to prevent the reprefentation df 
the piece. But the commandant. of the 
Fed^r^s, who had alfo marched his 
troops to the field «of aftion, ^old San- . 
terre, that, if he attempted to interrupt 
the performance, the Fcdercs would 
draw up their cannpn before the theatre, 
and reduce it to alhes. Santerre hyng his 
head, lamented the decjin,? pf rpunicipal 
... 1 dcfpotifm, 
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defpottfin, and reared. The jpiccc was 
a&ed acmdft tlie loudeft accJamBtiaeiB. 

The next day the commune of Paris 
took its revenge of thefe frieiids of law> 
by ordering all the public places to be 
fhut up for a week. This order was de- 
nounced and difcufTed in the National 
Convention. That affembly, wearied, 
. perhaps ^Qiamed of its pad forbearance 
towards the commune, which on all oc.-- 
cafions afts as if it had fucceeded by 
right of inheritance to the antient pow- 
er of the houfe of Bourbon^ determined 
to throw the police of the city into the 
hands of the executive council during 
the king's trial ; and the executive 
council inftantly repealed the order of 
the commune* 

The day after the commotton at the 
theatre, the Marfeillois, and the other 
Federes who were then at Paris, appear- 
ed at the bar c^ the National Conven- 
tion; 
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tion.j znd the Marfeilloisi m the nanie 
of tlie eighty-four deparrmcnts^ pte^ 
fented an addrefs^ which breathed forth 
the moftardeht patriotifm^ the moil pro* 
found fubmifTion to the hws, and the 
moft inflexible hatred of anarchy. If 
the liberty of France, after all the con- 
vulfions it fuftains, (hall at length be 
firmly eftablifhed, the Marfeillois will 
have a right to claim immortal pre-emi- 
nence amongft the fons of freedom* 
Thofe children of the fun, whofe ardent 
ibuk glow with the pureft fires of p9» 
triotifm, and who hare given their 
country examples of that heroic valour, 
which the (acred love of freedom can 
alone infpire, have (hewn that, while 
they bed defend its caufe, they alfo beft 
undi^fbuid ks principles* They have 
faidto their emhufiaftic seal, <^ Thus far 
thou (halt go, and no farther ;'' Bor have 
they fuUied their laurels by one ad of 
difobedience to the laws. 
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When the fanguinary commune of 
Paris^ immediately after the maffacres of 
September, difpatched circular letters to 
all the departments, fpreadihg over the 
kingdom their edifts of death ; or, to 
ufe their own language, ordering the 
municipal officers to clear the prifons of 
ariftocrates ; the Marfeiltois haftened to 
the prifons of their city, but not, like 
ihe avenging fiends who ehcompafifed 
the abbey of St* Germains, to flaughter 
•unrefifting viSims : the MarfeiUois came 
like miniftering angels of mercy, to in- 
•fpbfe the trembling wretch with forti*- 
jtude— to cheer the drooping fpirit — to 
fuftain the failing heart — to declare that 
'every prifoner was under the protcAion 
x)f the law, and, if it were neceffary, 
ihould by them be defended from vio- 
lence. ..The generous MarfeiUois, with 
«.tbd*J3obl]e courage of the lion^ difdained 
<o wd'ttod'4 ptdarate enemy, and left to 
" '•'' ■ the 
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the commune of Paris tp praftijfe^ the 

fullen ra,pacity of the yqUure-. , - 

When the Fede'res appeared at ihfi 

bar of the Convention, they demanded 

permiflion to guard the affembly in 4:oij.* 

junction with the national guard of Pa^ 

ris. ** If it is an honour," {kid they, 

♦* we have aii equal right with.the. Pari- 

fians to partake it — if there is, danger, 

we demand our fliare."— — ** Si les 

hommes du deux Septembre ont encore 

Taudace de fe montrer, C'cft avec les 

hommes du dix Ao\it qu'ils auront h 

combatire : c'eft ici un cartel de la ver^u 

au vice V* This addrefs appeared td 

clcftrify the whole affembly. It was ia-» 

ftaotly^ and almoft unanimoufly, decreed 

that thp Fcderc$ (hould, together with 

the ParifianSj guard the Convention i 

• ** If the men of the fecond of September dare 
again appear, tt is with the men of the tenth «f 
Aaguft that they will have to cogagC'-^ w31 be^tht 
cartel of virtue and of vice*'' 

nor 
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nor did tbs Mountain dare to oppofe 
the decree,^ buc remained in a ^fett of 
palfied ftope£idion» 

On the t4th of January the king^s 
trial, which had been fufpended for a 
week, was refumed, and a few days after 
the face of the unhi^>py monarch was de« 
cided. .The attention of all Europe was 
fixed in anxious fufpenfe on the ifllie of 
ihis important trial s and the fituation of 
Ijewis the iixteenth excited univer(al 
fympathy. But at Paris ic caft a peculiar 
horror — sl fort of local gloom over the 
whole city ; it feemed as if the National 
Convention had chofen the very means 
raoft proper to re-kindle the dying 
flame of loyalty* We remembered that 
ihe king bad betrayed his people, till, 
by the rigour of their refentment, they 
made us lofe the fenie of his guilt in the 
greatnefs of bis calamities. They wished 
us tp feel indignation at his ofience. and 
they compelled us ta weep fot? his mif- 
'^ fortunes. 
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foTtuiues. Tbey called on our abhorrence 
of tftfr ungenerous ufe be had made of 
the power with which be was entrufted^ 
and we faw how Iktle magnanimous was 
the ufe which they made of theirs. 
Their decifion feemed at once fo cruel 
and fo impolitic^ that it is not furprifing 
ifj inikoad ef appearing to foreign na- 
tions in the light of a painful facriBce 
njade to public fecurity, it bore the af- 
peft of public fecurity facrificcd to in- 
humanity and vengeance. It were, how- 
ever, an error to believe, either that 
Lewis the £xteenth fell the vidim of 
that barbarous thirft for his blood dif- 
played by the chiefs of the Mountain, 
or that he was devoted to death by thCf 
pufilJanimity of thofe who were influ* 
eoced by confiderations of their own 
perfpnal fafety. No ; while" we admire, 
the heroic courage of fuch as, in 4c&aoiC6 
of ^hc.p^PJilar oiucryj,pLea^<fd,,.\yith pa-v 
thetiq eloquf n4;e vhe c^^ufepf fgercy^ 

while 



94 • LETTERS 

while we love the humanity of Brifibr, 
the philofophy of CondorceCt we; ihuft 
admits that amoiigft thofe who voted for 
the death of Lewis the lixteenth are 
found men equally incapable of being 
aiftuated by fear or by vengeance ; men, 
\^ho> confidering the king's death as 
cffential to the fecurity of the republic^ 
pronounced the fatal fentence in the 
bicternefs of their fouls, md as the per- 
formance of a cruel duty which their 
country impcrioufly required. 

The propofition of an appeal to the 
departments was rejefted, becaufe it was 
apprehended^ that' (uch an appeal might 
lead to civil war. The primary aflem* 
blies muft have been called together i 
the^ ariftocrates and the demagogues 
Would alike have endeavoured to influ- 
etice chefe aflemblies by the force of in- 
cr^ue and corrupcioo ; and the minds 
of the people would have been folely 
occupied by this idBttr^ at the moment 

when 
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-when it was ncceffary to prepare for 
the approaching formidable campaign. 
Thcfe w^re the evils which were dread- 
ed from an appeal to the people, while 
all the good which could have refulted 
from this meafure would have been that of 
proving to the world, that, in whatever 
abhorrence the death of the French 
king may be held by Europe, or by 
pqfterity, this ad of feverity was de-- 
manded by the voice of the whole 
French nation. It was feared, that, if 
Lewis the (ixteemh were detained in 
Cdptiyityi' the bourgeois of Paris, if their 
cpmmerc^.langulflicd-i-if provifions be^ 
came dear— if the armies of the repiib- 
irc fuftsiined any defeat^- might demand 
the refloration of their dethroned nacf- 
narch : yet all theJcpartments of France 
had, even while they reprobated the 
evils of anarchy, deciared thcir>inviQla^ 
ble attachment to a republican foiin of 
goveiHunent'. Such a diffeience^of opiw 
. VOL. IV. C nion. 
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nion, therefore, would have produced 
the moft terrible commotions. Laftly, 
it was afferced, that, if the king were 
fcnt into exi1e> te would, after tht re- 
public had exhaufted all the national 
treafures in fupport of war, after the 
people had become wearied of long con- 
tinued ftruggles for liberty, return at 
the head of a powerfiil army, which 
would be joined by air the malcontents 
of France, and aflifted by all the poten- 
tates of Europe. 

It was obferved, that, although the 
family of Stuart, banifhed by the Englifli 
nation, wandered over Europe, unpicied 
ja:nd abandoned, the family of Bourbon 
would as certainly find fupport and af- 
fiftance. England had only changed 
the family of its fovereign ; France had 
changed the form of its government. 
England only defired to retain a limited 
monarchy ; France had not only fub- 
verted monarchy, and eft^bliihed a rc- 

piiblic. 



F R OM F lt.A N e£. 27 

public^ but had fet principles on float 
wfaicb) if fuflTered to fprcad, might lead 
to the general fubverfionof monarchical 
power. The princes of Europe had 
nothing to dread from the banifliment 
of James the fccond; but their defcend- 
ants had one common caufe with Lewis 
the iixteenth ; and what he could never 
have hoped from their generofity, he 
might from their policy have obtained. 

In addition to the foregoing reafons 
for putting the unfortunate monarch to 
death^ there was yet another reafon, 
pei'haps flronger than all the reft : and 
this was, that the National Convention 
felt itfclf reduced to the difmal alterna- 
tive of leading the king to the fcafibld, 
or of feeing not only himfeif buthis whole 
family torn in pieces by the enraged po- 
pulace. On the loth of Auguft, and 
the day following, more than an hundred 
carts, loaded with dead bodies^ had 
paffcd through the ftrcets of Paris : the 
C t people 
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people remembered that fatal fpedacle — 
they confidered their fallen relations and 
friends as the viftims of the court, and 
would too certainly have fatiated their 
vengeance in the moft inhuman manner : 
nor had ihe Convention any. power to 
prevent this violence, in which the Na- 
tional Guard and the Federes would 
have joined. 

The French king received the intel- 
ligence of his approaching fate without 
difraay. He difplayed far more firmncfs 
upon the fcafTold than he had done upon 
the throne, and atoned for the weaknefs 
and inconfiftency of his conduft in life, 
by the calmnefs and fortitude of his be- 
haviour in death. The evening be- 
fore his execution, his family, from 
whom he had been feparated fince the 
commencement of his trial, were con- 
duced to the tower of the Temple, and 
allowed the fad indulgence of a laft in- 
terview, rtnmolcfted by the prefcnce o£ 

his 
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bis guards. Alas! when imaginatfoa 
piftured ihc anguifti of fuch an inter- 
viewi it was not neceflary to look back 
upon the former elevation of the fufferer, 
in order to pity the gloomy tranfition in 
bis fate I It was not nec'effary to recoHedt, 
that he who was the following morning 
to fuffer death upon the fcaffold, wHa 
once the firft monarch of Europe, and 
would be led to execution through the 
ftreets of his own capital ! It was enough 
to confider this unfortunate perfon as a 
man, a hufband, a father! Ah, furely^ 
amidft the agonies of final feparation 
from thofe to whom we are bound by 
the ftrongeft ties of nature and afFeftion ! 
furely when we cling to thofe we love, 
in the unutterable pang of a laft embrace 
-—in fuch moments the monarch muft 
forget his crown, and the regrets of dif- 
appointed ambition muft be unfclt amidft 
the anguilh which overwhelms the bro- 
ken heart. — ^That anguifti was not con- 
C 3 fined 



30 ^ LETTERS 

fined to the bofom of the kiDg^ the 
queen^ and hb fiiler. ;The princefs, bis 
daughter^, has attained that age when 
perhaps the foul is nw^P: fufceptibic of 
ftrong impreffions, and its fenfibility 
moft exquifitr. Even the yoimg prince, 
who is only in his ninth year, caught 
the infeAious foiTow, and while his eyes 
were bathed in tears, cried, fobbing, to 
Santerre, ** Ah, laiffcz moi courir lea 
riies ! — j'irai aux diftrids— j'irai a tootes 
les fedions, deinander grace pour moa 
papa*!'* 

The king had- fufficient iirmnefi to 
avoid feeing his family on the morning 
of his execution ! He defired the queen 
might be told that he was unable to bear 
the fight of her and his children in thofe 
laft moments ! He took a ring off his 
finger, which contained fome of his own 

^ " Oh ! let rae run through the ftrccts— I 
win go to the diftrids — I will go to all the fee* 
tions, and beg for my papa/' 

bairj^ 
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hair, of the queen's, and of his two chiU 
dfen, and defired it might be given to 
the queen. He called thev. municipal 
officers round him, and told them, it 
was his dying requeft, that Clery, his 
valet-de-chambre, might remain with 
his fon. He then faid to Santerre, 
^ * Mafchonsi" and after croffing, with 
a hurried pace, the inner court of the 
Temple, he got into the mayor's car- 
riage, which was in waiting, and was at- 
tended by his confefTor. 

It is certain that many of thofe adls 
of illegal power, which brought the un* 
happy monarch to the fcaffold,.were dic- 
tated by the fanatical and difcontenced 
clergy which fwarmed about his palace J 
by non-juring bifhops and archbifliops ; 
men who, having loft their wealth and 
their influence by the revolution, prompt- 
ed the king to run all rifks in order 
to gratify their own refentment* Some 

" * Let U8 go/^ 

C4 good. 
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good, however, arofe from this evil. In 
order to increafe their influence, they 
had led the king into habits of con- 
ftant devotion ; and he had found in de- 
votion, what it is natural for the human 
heart to find, a refuge from calaniity. 
In proportion as his misfortunes jncreaf- 
ed, and the profpeds of this world dark- 
ened around him, he appears to have 
fought the foothing perfpeftivc of a bet- 
ter region ; and the gloomy folitude of 
his prifon was cheered by the bright vi- 
fions of futurity. If fuch is the effecSt 
even of a fuperftitious and bigoted de- 
votion, let the philofophers of France 
teware of banifhing religion from their 
country becaufe of its ancient abufes. 
Many of the French philofophers arc, 
indeed, bigots to infidelity, and nar* 
row-minded in unbelief-^many of iheni 
have rejeded what they have not exa- 
mined, and pronounced judgment upon . 
things of which they are ignorant. 

The 
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The calmncfs which Lewis the iix- 
teenth difplayed on tliis great trial of hu- 
man fortitude, \s attributed not only to the 
fupport his mind received from religious 
faith, but alfo to the hope which it is 
faid he cherifhed, even till his laft mo- 
ment, that the, people, whom he meant 
to addrefs from the fcaffold, would de- 
mand that his life might be fpared. And 
hisconfeflbr, from motives of compaffion, 
had encouraged him in this hope. Af- 
ter afcending the fcaffpld with a firm ftep, 
twice the unhappy monarch attempted 
to fpeak, and twice Santerre prevented 
him from being heard, by ordering the 
drums to beat . immediately; Alas i 
had he been permitted to fpeak, poor 
was his chance of exciting commifera^ 
tion 1 Thpfe who pitied his calamities 
had carefully (hunned that fatal fpot ; 
and thofe who moft immediately fur- 
rounded him only waited till the ftroke 
C 5 was 
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was given, in order to dip their pikes 
and their handkerchiefs in his blood 1 

Setting afide all confiderations of the 
former elevated rank, or the peculiar 
misfortunes of the fufferer, to refiifc the 
privilege of utterance to one whdfe lips 
are the next moment to be clofed in death 
-*has in it fomething fo repugnant to ali 
the feelings of our nature, that it feems 
a degree of feverity which could, only 
have been pradtifed by that man who bad 
remained paflive when the ay of huma* 
tiity called upon him to z&, and who 
was prompted to adion at the yery mo* 
menc when the fame fentiment urged 
him to defift. It is, however^ afierted 
l)y many perfons^ that Santerre^ in hav* 
Ing hindered the king from being heard^ 
only performed his duty , and perhaps pre* 
vented the moft terrible mifchiefs, Theui- 
moft precaution had indeed been ufed to 
^void any diforder, or the poflibiKty ot 
impeding the execution of the fentence. 

Every 
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Every feftion of Paris was under arms : 
a chird part of; the citizens of each fee- 
tion were appointed to guard that fec^ 
tion to which they belonged; a third 
,part to form the efcort of the king, and a 
third part to patrol the ftreets. Forty 
pieces of cannon were brought to the 
place of execution ! and the fathers, the 
fons, and brothers of tbofe who fell on 
the loth of Auguft had been affiduoufly 
feledted to furround the fcaffold 1 It was 
alfo under£bod> that orders bad been 
iflued, that any perfon who cried grace^ 
(bould be inftantly put to death* Not* 
withftanding thefe precautions, an ad« 
drtfs from the king might have produced 
a popular movement in his favour. 

The French are a people of quick 
fenfibility : they feem in ibme fort the 
creatures of paffion. Ungovernable ia 
their refentment, cruel and ferocious ia 
their revenge, they yield with no lefs fa* 
cility to thi9 impulfe of mercy, and the 
., C 6 fympa* 
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fympathy of compaffion. Ever in ex- 
tremes, they arc capable of ihe moft fub- 
limc and the moil atrocious actions, and 
infpire alternate love and deteftaiion. 

Had the king been able to excite the 
pity of any part of that armed multitude 
which filled the vaft Place dc la Revolu- 
tion, a profufion of blood might have 
been fpilt — A civil war might have fpread 
defolation through the city of Paris ; but 
the life of the king would have been 
no lefs facrificed — ^and inftead of re- 
ceiving death at one ftrokc, he would 
probably have fallen pierced by a thou- 
fand wounds. Two perfoos who were 
on the fcaffold aflert, that the unhappy 
monarch,, finding the hope he had che- 
rifhed, of awakening the compaffion of 
the people, fruftrated by the impoffibi- 
hry of his being heard, as a laftrefourcey 
declared that he had fecrcis to reveal 
of importance to the fafety of the ftate^ 
and dcfired he might be led to the Na- 
tional 
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tional Convention. Some of the giurds 
wlio heard this declaration, cried, ** Yes, 
let him go to thisJ Convention !'* — Others 
faid " No." — Had the king been conduft* 
ed to the Convention, it is eafy to ima- 
gine the effeft which would have been 
produced on the minds of the people, by 
the fight of their former monarch led 
through the ftreets of Paris, with hts 
hands bound, his neck bare, his hair 
already cut off at the foot of the fcaf. 
fold in preparation for the fatal ftroke— 
with no other covering than his (hirt. 
At that fight the enraged populace would 
have melted into tendernefs, and the 
Parifian women, among . whom were 
numbers who paffed the day in tears, of 
bnavailiBg regret, would have ruihed 
b^t^een ther.monarch and his guards, 
arid have., attempted his refcue, even 
with the rifk of life. Santerre, who * 
forefaw thefe confequences, whp: per- 
ceived the danger of this riiiog difpnte 

among 
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among the guards, called to tbc cxeca- 
tioner to do bis officc.-^Then it was 
^at defpair feized upon the mind of the 
unfortunate monarch — ^bis countenance 
aflumed a look of horror«-twice with 
agony he repeated^ «' Je fui$ perdu ! je 
fuis perdu *!;* His confeflbr mean time 
called to him from the foot of the fcaf- 
fold, <^ Louis, fils* de St. Louis, moA- 
tc2 au cielf ;" and in one moment he 
was delivered from the evils of mor- 
tality. 

The execuiionei held up. the bleeding 
head, and the guards aied '^ Vive la 
Republique?" Some diptaheir hand* 
kerchiefs in the blood — but the greater 
number, chilled with horror at what had 
pafled, de£red the commandant would 
lead them inftantly from the fpot» The 
hair wai fold in feparate treiies at the 

** • I am undoM ! I am mdoDc !*• 
I » f Soa'of St. Lonia, aTccnd to hesvcn r* 

foot 
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foot of the fcaffokl ; and, as if every in» 
cident of this tragedy had beea intended 
to difplay the ftrange viciflitudics of bu^ 
man fortune, as if every fcene were 
meant ^^ to point a moral^^ the body 
was conveyed in a cart to the parilk ' 
church of St. Maddaine^ and laid among 
the bodies of thofe who had been cru(b* 
ed to death on the Place de Louis XV^ 
when Louis the (ixteenth was married, 
and of diofc who had fallen before the 
chateau of the Thuilleries on the loth of 
Auguft. 

The grave was filled with quick lime, 
and a guard placed over it till the corpfe 
was confumed., Thegromid was then 
carefully levelled with the ftirrounding 
earth, and no trace or vefttge femaim of 
that fpot to which, (hvouded by th« 
doubtful gloom of twilight, ancient 
loyalty might have repaired, and poured 
a tear, or fuperftition breathed its ritual 
fot the departed fpirit. 

That 
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That fympathy which the misfortunes 
of Lewis the fixtecnth excited in his behalf, 
is now transferred to his family- What- 
ever have been the faults of the French 
queen, they have farely been expiaCed 
by her fufFerings. Madame Elizabetbj 
his fifter^ has difplayed an attachment 
to her brother, for which thbfe who con- 
fider his caufe as a good one, will think 
die almofl deferves altars ; and even the 
mod determined republican of France 
muft admit, that to follow the fortune^ 
of a brother, from a palace to a prifon, 
to rcfign liberty,, and to riik life, ra- 
ther than forfake thofe we love in 
their calamiciesi are generous, and even 
heroical fecrifices. The young princcfe 
jvas fo deeply affeded by her father's 
late, that it was' for fpme days believed 
her lif^ was in danger ! The prince too 
was heard to enquiry, **Pourquoia-t-on 
fait mourir mon papa ? Mon papa n'a ; 

pas I 
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pais fait du mal — eft-ce qu'on me fera 
mourir, moi * ?*' Since the king's death 
the queen always addrefles the prince 
by the appellation of Sire : (he does not 
take her place at table till after he is 
feated^ and fhews him all the cuftomary 
forms of refped praSifed towards the 
reprefentative of the'houfe of BoXirbbn. 
Such ceremonies are not unavailing, if 
they afford confolation or relief in the 
folitude of that prifon where this unfor- 
tunate family will probably pafs .years 
of joylefs exifl:eoce.9-*Ia that . prifon 
where the windows only admit a dim re- 
ligious light — where no found is heard 
except the clafliing of arms, is flie im- 
mured who was oiice the leader of plea- 
fure~wbo once lived encompaffed with 

** Fompt and fcaft, and revelry, . 

" With mafk and antique pageantry." 

** * Why have they put my papa to death? My papa 
had done no harm*— will they make me die too P' 

The 
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The qvseen fent t& aik mourning ef 
the National Convention. One is fur* 
prifed (he did. not feel with Hamlet, 

** 'Ti9 not alone this mourning fuit, 

•* Together with a}l forms^pmodeSf fliapes ofgrief, 

•• That can denote me troly.*^* 

Ait the time of the king's death Ker-^ 
faint and Manuel, two members of 
the Nationar Convention, di(lingui(h* 
ed for their talents, and Roland, mini'^- 
fter of the interior, gave in their dif*^ 
miffioD. Kerfiimt declared he would 
no longer (it ia the iamc afiembly wkfau 
the aflaflios of the fe^ond of September*. 
The Afiembly palTed a decree, that the 
afiaffins (hould be profecuted by the 
minifter of juflice-«*4>ut hitherto, aias ! 
while the crime is engraved on the laft— 
ing tablet' of human hiftory, the edifts^ 
of punilhment have been traced in duft^, 
and (battered in air. 

Manuel had been accufed by the 

chiefs 
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chiefs of the Mountain of endeavonringy 
as fecretary, to fupprefs the msyoricy o^ 
votes againft the king, and had been fo 
rudely menaced, that in difguft he quit« 
ted his poft. Manuel was the George 
Selwyn of the National Convention i 
and had often darted on die Mountain 
the fla(hes of his wit* One day^ when 
he had made that fadtion feel a ftroke 
of pleafantry, Legendre, who is one of 
the pa^ty^ and who was formerly a 
butcheri exclaimed in a fcornful tone^ 
^ II faut decreier que Manuel a de 
fefprit." ** II valoit mieyx>" anfwered 
Maoueli ^* de decretsr, que je fuis h^fei 
car alors Legendre atir oit le droit de me 
tuer*/* 

The refignation of ReJand was regret- 

** Wc xnuft decree that Manuel is.^ .wlt,"i.j— 
**It would be better to decree that I amabeaft* 
[which in French phrafeology means a fbol]t for> 
then Legendre would have a right to kill me.'* ' 

ted 
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ted by all, except that feftion who coulil 
neither forgive his auftere, inflexible vir- 
tues, nor his abhorrence of their vices. 
He had been marked as one of the vic- 
tims of September J and, though be had 
efcaped afiaSination, atl the re<ftitude of 
bis condud could not fecure him from 
cAlumny. Itwasafferted, that he deteft- 
cd the Parifians, becaufe he exprelTcd 
bis deteilation of the crimes . of which 
Paris had been the theatre ; and it was 
alleged, that he ufurped an improper in- 
fluence over the departments, becaufe he 
had afliduoufly endeavoured to enlighten 
and ,to inftrudl them. The purity of his 
reputation remained as untainted by 
thefe acculations, as the fun-beam by 
the cloud which pafles over it. Nor 
would Roland have been driven from 
his poft by the cenfure of the chiefs of 
the Mountain. The hatred they bore 
him was in the natural order of things : 

he 
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he had been the firft to denounce their 
crimes, and to demand their punifh- 



ment. 



«' Afk you what provocation he hat had ? 
" The ftrong antipathy of good to bad." 

But Roland found that it was not 
alone the faftion of the Mountain by 
whom his conduft was difapproved. 
He found many perfons, who, though 
incapable of the actions which excited 
his abhorrence, were lefs delicate in mo* 
rals than himfelf, and blamed the impa- 
tience he expreffed at the evils of the 
revolution^ Thofe perfons declared, that 
it was not extraordinary if the people of 
Paris, who had fo lately prevented the ar- 
mies of Pruffia and Auftria from invad- 
ing their city, and perhaps reducing it 
to a(hes, by an infurreftion that had 
overthrown the government, had for a 

while 
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while forgotten the refpeft due to laws, 

whetij by their adherence to thofe which 

they had once believed fccured their 

freedom and happinefs^ they had been 

nearly led to ruin, which they had only 

cfcaped by violating and fubverting them 

ahogether. — ^Thus, the only crime im- 

»puted to Roland was that rigid virtue 

<5f which his contemporaries were not 

worthy — ^his fole offence was hating vice 

too much. — But Roland difdained all 

accommodating principles, and retired 

from office for no other reafon than that 

he wras too pure to hold it. Perhaps he 

may again be called from the flation of 

a private citizen, by the voice of his 

country : if not, he has done enough for 

immortality, and when, in perufing the 

hiflory of the French revolution, the 

mind is fatigued with the relation of 

thofe crimes which difgrace one difaf- 

trous page, it will turn to the unfullied 

7 worth 



FROM F1LANCE. 47 

worth of Roland, and find repofe and 
comfort. To him may juftly be applied 
thofe well-known lines of our poet : 

" Statefman, yet friend to trath ! of foul fincere^ 
*' In aftion faithful^ and in honour clear ; 
• Whp broke no promife, fcnrM no private end ; 
*^ Who gain'd no rifbcs^ and who loft no fiiend.** 



LET- 
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LETTER II. 

PARiB,-^/>nA7, 1793, 

LEWIS the fixtecnth had been of- 
fered up as a facriBce on the alur 
of equality, and the Mountain chiefscould 
no longer make his exiftence a pretext 
for fufpicion, tumult, and infurredtion. 
Immediately after his fate Was decided, a 
plan of conftitution was prefented by. the 
committee of legiflation to the National 
Convention : and, as it would have been 
difficult to frame a fyftem of government 
more purely democratical, it was hoped, 
that even the Mountain would concur in 
its eftabliOiment. But it was foon found 
that clouds and darknefs dill hung 
upon the future. It was foon found that 
a few lines traced in black and white 
would little avail to 'control that fierce 
conflift of paffions excited in this coun- 
try, and which has fince arifen to its 

mod 
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ixioft formidable height of turbulence 
. and diforder. An extenfive fcheme of 
. counter-rfevolution had been formed, in 
which, probably, the leaders of the 
Mountain aded as the auxiliaries of the 
ariftocracy, though with fuch diiFerent 
views that it formed but an ill aflbrted 
alliance. The proje6t of an infurreftion 
at Paris had been connected with that 
of an infurredtion in feveral of the de- 
partments ; and it had been concerted, 
that, at the very moment when the ca- 
pital became the fcene of a maffacre of 
the national reprefentatives, thofe pro- 
vinces were to raife the banner of re- 
volt. 

More than twenty thoufand emigrants 
had found means to return to Paris, 
many of whom were the immediate 
emiflaries of the French princes, and of 
foreign courts. T.hefe emigrants acquit- 
ted themfelves ( f their agency with zeal 
and adtivity : they "contrived to glide 

VOL. IV. , D into 
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into the tribunes of the National Con- 
vention, into the popular focieties, tht 
aflemblies of the fe<5Hons, and the 
groups of the Tuilleries : they had af- 
fumed as many Protean forms as fuited 
their purpofe, and had afted with ad- 
mirable addrefs the part of furious dema- 
gogues. Thefe ariftocrates had, together 
nvith the chiefs of the party of the Moun- 
tain, carefully taught the people, that to 
cxercife their fovereignty, in the viola- 
tion of laws which they found irkfome or 
difagreeable, was an a<5t of heroic vir- 
tue ; that the pillage of monopolifts was 
nothing itiore than the execution of 
fummary juftice ; and that the partial 
infurredion of a mob was no lefs glori- 
ous than the mighty infurreftion of the 
whole nation, when with one confent it 
overthrew defpotifm, andaflerted its juft 
rights. As well might they have com- 
pared the fun advancing in his majefty, 
chafing the peftilential vapours from his 

orb^ 
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orb, aad fpreadiilg light over th^ hori- 
zon, to the angry and tranfient meteor 
which flaihes ^crofs the fky, and which 
rifes and fets in darknefs. The cxcef- 
five high price of fugar furniflied a pre- 
tence to put in practice the Icflbn of fc- 
dition which had thus been inculcated ; 
and on the twenty- fifth of February a 
pillage took place in the (hops of the 
grocers. The ariftocrates hoped by this 
pillage to prevent the. city of Paris from 
fbrnifliing twelve tboufand men, which 
it had engaged to do, towards recruit- 
ing the army : they hoped that, the fol- 
diers would haften with lefs alacrity to 
tlie frontiers when they were to leave 
their wives and ^heir children to the 
mercy of enemies as favage as thofe they 
were going to encounter. This conjec- 
ture was well founded ; and. tfce biii^finefs 
of recruiting went on With languor. 
Meantime the returning fpringhad again 
put the armies "of the ^continent in 
D. 2 movement. 



52 LETTERS 

movement, and the horrors of war were 
again renewed. The moral and natural 
world appeared at melancholy variance ; 
and, while one unfolded the profpedt of 
beauty, harmony, and order, the other 
prefented a hideous perfpeftive of car- 
nage and defolation, a wafte of life at 
which 'humanity fliudders. 

On the eighth of MaTch intelligence 
was received at Paris from the army, 
that the French troops had fuilained 
fome lofs at Aix la Chapeile. The mu- 
nicipality of Paris immediately ordered 
the public places to be fliut up, and 
called the citizens to their refpeftive 
feftions ; where the people without hefi- 
tation confcnted to leave their occupa- 
tions, their trades, and enlifted them- 
felvesln the fervice of their country 
with fuch ardour, and in fuch numbers, 
that, although the municipality had de- 
termined to furnifli twenty-four thou- 
fand inftead of twelve, they found them- 

felves 
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Iclvcs obliged to reftrain the impetuous 
zeal of the people. Indigoation at the 
check which the French arms had re- 
ceived ferved to awaken a flame of 
fre(h enthufiafm in the minds of the Pa- 
jrifians.— Every man appeared to think 
that the fate of the republic depended 
on his valorous exertions: every man 
fancied himfelf a bero^ and feemed 
ready — 

" To dive into the bottom of the deep, 
** Or fnatch bright honour from the pale-fac'd 
moon.** 

And, in cafe of defeat and invafion, the 
romantic projeA was formed of throw- 
ing afide all arts, all commerce, all oc- 
cupations but war,, and of marching, if 
it were neceiTary, in a hundred columns 
compofed of the whole French nation, 
to repel the attacks of its enemies. 
While the feflions of Paris were tak- 
D 3 ing 
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jDg meafures to reinforce the armies of 
the republic, the emiff^ries of the ariC 
tocracy confidered the prefent moment 
35 too favourable to their defigns to 
be loft. On the evening of the nimH 
of March a (Iranger propofed at the 
Jacobinsi to go the next morning to 
the Kational Convention, where he in- 
vited tne people in the tribunes to 
meet them, in order to rid the date of 
its enemies — of th^ Briflbtins^-t-the Ron 
landifts — the Girondincs, by whofeconr 
fpiracies the army had been betrayed, 
and I he foldiers flanghtered. The Ja- 
cobins, who have not only the fever of 
revolution burnirig in their veins, but the 
higheft delirium of that fev^r, never rc-t 
jeft an incendiary meafure. This propo* 
fition was fufficiently combuftible 'for 
thofe fiery fpi.rits \ it rofe to \yhat they 
call the elev?ition of their principles, and 
wa? accordingly ^opted. 
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It is a melancholy truth, that the 
fociety of Jacobins — that fociety 

•* Whofc mutual' league, 
** United thought! and counfelsy equal hope, 
^* And hazard In the glorious entcrpnfci 
••Joined once,^ * . 

are^ now endeavouring to crulh in its 
birth that liberty which they contributed 
to create ; and of which ibey ^yere fo 
long the jealous guardians. 

During the night of the ninth, the 
afikifins, who had prepared their plani 
of murder for the f(>llowing day, deter« 
mined not to remain idle. They went to 
feveral printing-houfes, where journals 
were publiftied which preached liberty, 
but not infurredion : fome they de- 
ftroyed ; pthers, hearing of the fate of 
tiieir fcllow-lkbourers, prepared theni- 
felves for defence, and drove the ruffians 
away. It feemed as if fome principle 
of (hamc* or of remorfe, dill lurked in 
their bofoms y, and that, in preparation 
D ^ for 
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for the defperate deeds of the following 
day, they wiflied to prevent the poffibi- 
lity of recording their crimes. 

On the morning of the tenth a watch- 
word was given to the fcncinels at the 
doors of the Convention by fomc per- 
fons unknown, forbidding them to fufFcr 
any women to enter the tribunes of the 
afTembly that day ; becaufe, faid theie 
perfons, we have an expedition to make, 
and men only mud be admitted. The 
order was punftually executed : not one 
woman appeared in the galleries, which 
were filled wiih armed men. 

On the evening of the tenth, fome 
thoufands of armed perfons again aflem- 
bled in the Champs Elifecs, on the ter- 
race of the Feuiilans, and crowds filled 
the hall of the Jacobins, It was pro- 
pofed to divide their forces. One par- 
ty was to attack the Convention, and 
the other the members of the executive 
covmcil. It was jcfolved to (hut the 

eates 
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gates of the city, to ring the tocfin, and- 
then to march to the fcene of a&ion.. 
Several circumftances, however, concur- 
red to prevent the perpetration of their 
horrid purpofes. Some of ihofe mem- 
bers of the Convention who were mark- 
ed as the firft vidims of the confpiracy,. 
were abfent. As- the danger approachcd> 
the chiefs of the Mountain began to 
tremble for their own perfonal' fafety :• 
they began to apprehend that' the oppo* 
fite pa^rty- would- nov fufFer;thernfelves 
to be facrificed without refiftance; w-ith^ 
out aiming fonie blow at 'theleaders of 
the confpiracy. Guilt is not always 
bold; and Roberfpicrre had been warn*^ 
ed, that^ if any violence were attempted 
on the Gironde party, he (hould be the 
firft to fall. The commune of Parisj 
alfo, though fufficiently ready for a mafi. 
fecre when they judge that meafure to 
be expedient, believed it was- then un^ 
Bcceflary, But, what moft effeflually,' 
D So difcont- 
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dlfconcerted the plan df infTarreflion was^ 
that the Fauxbourg St. Antoine refufed 
to join in it. 

In the progrefs of the French revolu- 
t4on we find the inhabitants of the Faux- 
bourg St«, AhtoinCy who overthrew the 
towers of the Baftille, and the Marfeil- 
lois,' who befieged aod took the chateavr 
of the Tuilleries, thofe men who have 
achieved the revolution, and whofe 
ideas of liberty are fo warm and glow* 
ingj that they may truly be faid t^ 
have— 

♦* Thoughts that breathe, and wordi that burn,'*' 

are the men who have been foremoft to 
fliew their fubmiffion to the decrees of 
the reprefentatives of the people, and 
who have uniformly - exprefied no lefs 
abhorrence of anarchy than love of free- 
dom. The inhabitants of the Fauxbourg, 
St. Antoine^ when called upon by the 

Jacobina 



Jacobins to lend their powerfur arm to 
the meditated infurredion, indignantly 
replied — *^ When we were in danger of 
being crufhed by the defpotifm or the 
treachery of the court, infurredlion was . 
neccflary: but againft whom are we now 
to rife ? Againft the men whom we 
have chofen for our reprefentatives ? — 
No ;. when' we difapprove.of their coa- 
duft, we will take from them the power* 
we haVe delegated, but we will' not 
ftain our han^s in their blood.'* 

While thefe things were paffing at 
Paris, fome of the departments became^ 
the fcenes of infurredion. The dekided' 
peafants of Brittany, wrought up by, 
their priefts to the higheft fervour of 
fanaticifm, bearing the crucifix m their 
hands, and all the rage .of fuperftitious- 
phrenfyin their hearts^, devoted them- 
fclves to dejvth with^ that confidence 
which only religious enthufiafm, the 
moft povveiful fentiment of. the human w 
£l'6> mlndj. 
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mind, can infptre. When taken prifon^ 
ers, they dematided but a few minutes 
to repeat a prayer, which would open to 
them the gates of Paradife ; and they 
fubmittcd to the ftroke of death with the 
tranfport of the martyr. 

Mean-trme Dumouricr, he, on the 
phalanx of whofc genius the nation re»* 
pofed its confidence; he, whofe name 
was in iifelf an hoft, proved faitblefs to 
his truft ; and, after the unfortunate 
battle of Nirvender, betrzyed, and at 
length abandoned, his country. 

The friend who favoured me with the 
account you have read of Dumourier'^ 
campaign, has written the hiftbry of his 
defertion of the popular caufe in a man- 
ner fo clear and interefting, that, inftead 
of attempting to trace the event myftlf; 
which I (hourd do very imperfedly, I 
fhall fubjbin my friend*s letter; and 
content myfelf with giving you a iketch 
of Dumourier's charafter, which I have 

had 



had fome opportunities of knowing frora 
perfons who have long lived with him 
in habits of intiniacy^ 

Th€ diftinguiftied abilities^ of Du- 
fnouricr were well known to all Europe; 
and therefore, when he affumcd the 
tone of a didtator ; when. he threw down 
his gauntlet at the National Convention^ 
menaced that affembly with annihila* 
tion, and declared himfelf the lawgivep 
of his country, it was generally believed 
riiat he was too wife to have, avowed his 
purpofe, until he bad fecured arleaft the 
probable means of effeding it. Whea 
his mandates were delivered at the Con* 
vention, all Faris conchided that he 
fpoke as the organ of his army. It waa 
believed that, warned by the example 
of La , Fayette, who, when he invitedL 
his troops to enforce a fyftem o£ govern^, 
xnent which the voice of the people bad 
overthrown, found himfelf fuddenly de- 
fertedj and compelled to feck his fafety* 

in. 



in flight; Dutnourier could not fo fiir 

miftake the fpirit of his country^ as to 

engage in a fimilar enterprife^ without 

having previoufly enfured fuccefs. It 

requires a knowledge of the minuter 

traits of'his charadler to acoount for his 

having caft his high fortune upon Co 

precarious a chance, fbr his having: 

rifked what has adually happened, ber 

ing forced to feek an afylum with the 

enemies he bad vanquiflied; while all 

he can offer them is the equivocal, the- 

fufpeded fervices of a. traitor to bis^own- 

country, and the auxiliary fupport of a- 

general withowt an army — he, who but 

a few months paft was the terror of 

other nations^ and the admiration of^ his 

own ! : 
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'* The dumb men throng to fe« him^ and the birnd' 
'fTo bear him fpeak; the matrons Huog their. 

^ glovep, . 
^Ladies and maids their fcarfs and handkerchiefs. ^ 
u Upon him as he paiTed $ ^ the nobles bended 
^ ^ ^ « As-s 
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" As to Jove's ftatue,.. and the Gommons made 

'^ A (hower and thunder with their cap^ and (bouts ;^ 

** I never faw- the like,!* ' 

The extraordinary vicifiitudes of the- 
French revolution had called Dumou* 
rier from a ftation of life, in which he 
thought himfelf happy to be employed 
in a fubordinaie part cfi political nego-^ 
tiations, to the higheft military honours ; 
arid Fortune had bound his brow with all 
the laurels ofvidory. But it is not the 
firft time that Fortune, by leading her 
favourites to the dangerous pinnacle of* 
glory, has rendered their fall more con- 
fpicuous. There are two leading traits 
in the charader of Dumourier, the fpi- 
rit of intrigue and of vanity — ^He had. 
been employed under the ancient go- 
vernment as an emiflary in foreign 
courts j and had fo much the habit of 
intrigue, that he praftifed it even on the 
moft trifling occafions. He loved ta* 
purfuc his purpofc, whatever it might: 
o be^. 
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be, by a winding path, inftead of walk- 
ing towards it ftraight forwards j and car- 
ried this propenfity to fuch ridiculous 
excefs that he reminded one of Young's 
fine lady : 

" For her own hreakfaft (he'll projeft a fcheme,.. 
** Nor drink her tea /without a ftratagem.*' 

At the fame time his- vanity, which was 
unbounded, was highly elated, not only 
by the brilliant: fuccefs of his arms, but 
by the refpeft wiih which he found 
himfelf treated by all the powers ofi 
Europe. 

Foreign nations, while they refufed' 
to acknowledge the French republic^ 
fent their agents to his camp i and^ while 
they difdained to treat with the execu* 
tive council of France, were anxious to 
negotiate with its general. Dumourien 
had fincc the revolution adopted the far, 
fljion. of his country, and affeded ta 
defpife ariflocracy and. monarchy; but 

thofe. 
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chofe who knew him iniimately difcern- 
ed, through the veil of phrlofophy- with- 
which he had enveloped himfelf, an at-. 
cachmenc^ not fo much to monarcbicat' 
power, as to the tinfel and drapery of 
courts. He was not only covetous of 
great, but of little diftindtions; and 
when, in h!s camp, furrounded by his 
general officers, he received that kind 
of homage which military fubordinatioa 
exadts, he is faid to have compared 
himfelf to Choifeul amidft the pomp of 
his crowded levee ; and to have exulted 
no lefs in the accidental honours which 
belonged to his fituation, than in thofe 
which were the claim of his genius. 

Though he pofleffed a great (hare of 
underflanding, he poffeflednot quite 
enough, ** He was proud even to the 
altitude of his virtue j"' and, while hi^ 
pride was fed by the acclamations of 
Europe, his indignation was roufed by 
the calumnies with which the fadion. 

of 
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of the Moantain bad endeavoured » 
cloud the meridian fplendour of his 
glory. Yes, it is one of the crimes of 
that dereftable fadion, that they have 
precipitated his fali^ and been the caufe 
of his perdition. Th^y had long fince 
declared, that the hero of Gemmappe 
had acquired vidodes only for the pur 
pofe of malting himfelf popular, and of 
fubverting the republic— they had per- 
fecuted the deliverer of his country with 
denunciationis— they had* menaced bim 
with the icafibld in recompenfe for bis 
important fervices-r-they had ftung his 
haughty fpirit almoft to madnefs;— 
until at lengthy wounded by injuftice. 
goaded by vengeance, impelled by am- 
bition, he has betrayed the nation he 
had faved, and caft an eternal (hade. 
over his honourable fame. 



. The benefit 



'f Which' he (hall thereby reap, is fuch a name, 
« Whofe repetition (hall be. dogged with curfcs, 

«< Whofc. 
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" Whofe chronicle thus wnt, '* The man was noble;, 
" But with his Jail attempt he wip*d it out— 
" Betray d his country ;— and his name remaini 
^ To th' cnfuing age abhorU"^ 

Although every perfon of fcnfc and 
i^t^gH^y^iaJPfalice lamented the inter* 
nal diforders excited by the Mountaia 
faftion, yet no rttaa chofe to receive 
laws impofed by Dumourier at the' head 
of a conquering army. This would have 
been flying from Scylla to Chary bdis. 
The moft determined republicans o£ 
France felt that the foVereignty of a 
King was fer lefs offenfive than the ty-^ 
ranny of a Cromwell ; and, however 
wide were the different opinions whicly 
divided the French on other points, all 
^erc unanimous in regarding DumoUi- 
J^^er as thei^ commoii enemy. His army 
Were ftrongly attached to that general 
who had led them to yiftory ; but no 
fooner did he declare his purpofe, than 
be bi ol^e the fpeii by which his foldiers 

vvem. 
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were bound to his fortiineV, and fiiddcn 
ly found his crowded -camp transformed 
into a defcrt. 

The dcfertion of Dumouricr, which 
appeared at firlt fight tomvolvc in it the 
ruin of his country, wilt probably pro- 
dtjce fome felutary effefts : it will teaci 
the fadion of the Mountain, and the 
French nation in general, an ufefol 
kflbn. The Mountain chiefs have dif- 
covered, that the people of Paris are not 
fo abfolutely fubjefted to their will as 
they imagined;, but, oa the contrary) 
have difplayed fome fymptoms of be- 
ing wearied of the defpotifm of anar- 
chy ; fince, at the moment when they 
believed Dumourier was approaching 
at the head of an hoftile army, altbougiJ 
Danton from the tribune of the Na- 
tional Convention preached the doftrine 
of infurredion,. and the maflacre oi 
thofe he denominated the enemies of the 
people, that very people, after receiving 

tb^ 
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Ire incendiary'leflbn, calmly refortcd to 
herr rcfpcftive fedions, offered to marck 
gainfl the invaders, and in the mean 
imc maintained the molt perfcft tran- 
luillity and good order. The theatres 
:on tinned open, the public walks were 
:rowded, and no one could havegueffcd, 
Tom the general afpeft of the city, that 
it was menaced with invalion. At the 
[ame time it has unfortunately happen- 
ed, that the treafon of Dumourier has 
railed the credit of Marat. That accufing 
fpirit, who employs life in one long de- 
minciation of all that is eminent from 
(lation,. talents, or virtue, had accufed 
every xninifter, every general, and every 
diftinguifhcd legislator of the republic. 
If, therefore, corruption or treafon (hould 
any where be found, Marat was fure to 
find k : 

• *' Prophet of woe, and harbinger of ill/' 

He had accufed La Fayette, and La 

Fayette 
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Fayette juftified the predidion. tie 
had pronounced Dumourier a traitor, 
and, alas ! Dumourier has fulfilled tk 
predidion ! Can we then be furprifed, 
that the lower clafles of the people, the 
yet agitated multitude, are mifled by the 
voice of their prophet ? Can. we wondei 
that they are fufpicious, when they find 
themfclves fo often betrayed ? This is 
perhaps the moft difmal confequencc of 
the repeated treachery of thofe entrufted 
with power, that it weakens in the peo- 
ple all belief in virtue. 

With refped to Marat himfelf, bis 
condud is perfedly confiftent : . he adts 
with all the wifdom which can belong to 
villany, Confcious that not only his| 
power muft ceafe with the eftablifliment 
of order, but that his crimes muft be 
puniftied, the law of felf-preferi^ation 
determines him to prolong the reign of 
anarchy. He feels like Macbeth, that 
' he has (lepped too far in crimes to re- 

i cede, 

i ' 
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«cede, and will ru(h on till his ciareer ter- 
minates^ as there is reafon to believe it 
will, in his own deftrudlion. — ^Nations, 
as well as individuals, may profit by 
adverfity : the check which the French 
liave received, the treafon of their gene- 
rals, and the ill fuccefs of their crufadc 
\in the Belgic provinces, may teach them, 
that their former abjuration of conqucft 
was no Icfs politic than philofophical j 
and they will probably relinquilh for 
ever their Quixote expeditions in favour 
of liberty. They will no longer fend 
forth their tutelar divinity, armed with 
the pike and the bayonet, prepared not 
to invite but to compel ; not to convince, 
but to conquer. Inftead of attempting 
to diforganize the fyftems of government 
which prevail in other countries, they 
will begin by organizing their own— • 
and before they dcfire other nations to 
throw off the fovereignty of kings, they 
will be careful to demonftrate that there 

is 
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is no tyranny in the. fovereignty of the 
people. 

Hitherto they have only proved *to the 
world, that the pafiage from defpotifm 
to liberty is long and terrible — like the 
pa(rage of Milton's Satan from hell to 
€arth, when 

*' His car was peai'd ' 

** With Doifes lotid and ruinous 5 — — 

«' — — — . — as if this feame 

*' Of heav'n were falling, and thefe elements 

*' In mutiny had from her axle torn 

<« The fteadfaft earth." 

When the French have prifled the 
« wild abyfs," then will Europe dif- 
ccrn and judge whether the produce of 
their new political creation be happinefs 
or mifery 5 whether the theory of equa- 
lity can be reduced to pradlice, and re- 
ceive ** a local habitation and a name ;*' 
or whether it will prove a thought be- 
yond the Teaches of our fouls, and melt 
away to airy nothing, while aboliflied 

privi- 
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privileges are renewed, and feparate the 
coUefted mafs of the people into diftinft 
claffes: whether, beneath the fpedous 
fembiance of freedom, the hideous mon- 
fter of anarchy (hall continue to drag 
into day new crimes and unknown cala- 
mitiesi or whether liberty, uncontami- 
nated, pure, exalted, and fublime liber- . 
ty, (hall defcend like the guardian ge- 
nius of mankind, to regenerate the hu- 
man race; to bind them together by the 
cords of peace and of good-will ; to mould 
fociety into a form of fimple and beau- 
tiful proportions; to ** illumine what is 
dark — what is low, raife and fuppon; 
that to the height of her great argument 
the nations may afcend," and prove 
worthy of more perfe6t fyftems of legil^ 
lation, and a wider fpherc of virtue and 
of happinefsl 

Adieu^ 
• > 
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LETTER III. 



Paris, April lo, 
Secpnd Year of the RepuUic. 

PLACED amidft circnmftances where 
the great events that are pafling fuc- 
teed each bther fo rapidly, that it is al- 
moft as difficult to confider them fepa- 
rately, with attention, as it is impoflibic 
to calculate 'their effeds, you impofe a 
talk on me which I am incapable of ful- 
filling: for fo new and unexpefted arc 
they, and fo little relation do they bear to 
the pad, that it would be rafli to hazard 
,any predidion of the future, from what 
we now behold. 

The events of the laft month have 
been in appearance fo fatal to the re- 
public^ that^ without foii;ie confideration, 

one 
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oi\e might be at a lofs to know how the 
ftock of public calamity might have been 
increafed; and fo much the greater is it, 
that the caufe of their misfortunes re- 
mains yet unacknowledged, whilft mu- 
tual accufation, di(lru(t> and fufpicioti 
are- aggravating the evil. Whatever have ^ 
been the caufes of this melancholy rc- 
verfe, the true and genuine friend of 
liberty will not be much d^jeded; for 
though tyrants and defpotifm will offur^ 
cdly vaniQi before the light of reafon, 
yet freedom and the people will be eter- 
nal. From an enemy it is lawful to heat 
the words of truths and he who was det* 
tined to affift in the leflba which the 
French have jiift received, has informed 
them, that though individuals oftea 
efcape the vengeance of diftribmive jdf- 
cice, yet Providence takes too great care 
of the happinefs of the world, to fufFer 
national crimes to pafs unpuniftiedv 
Whoever are the agents of defpotifm, 
E 2 kings 
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kings or fcnators, the cxercife of it w 
always dcteftabfe; and whether freemen 
afc qompeHcd to be flav^s, or an enftav- 
ed people cojnpelled, contrary to their 
habitudes, to be free, the compulfion is 
tyranny, though there may be a conGder- 
able diftindion in the .motives of the ty- 
rants. The pernicious effeds of indivi- 
dual dcfpotifm> under any. name, on the 
happine(sand well-being of fociety, have 
long been the thenic, and juflly fo, of 
-^viery dcclaimer on the happinefs which 
n^ults from the government of the peo- 
ple; and when the people, by the means 
of well-organized agents, are the govcr- 
sorsy tbe event juftifics the themel 

The Uiiitcd States, without apy of 
thofe inequalicies of conditions which the 
governors of almoft every other country 
think neceflary for the exiftence of 
fociety, have (hewn that it can cxift 
much-more wifely and happily than with 
wbikt they dtem thofe incumbrsincc^; 

and 
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and France, with Ideas even more en- 
larged, and philofbphy more liberal, had 
the means placed in her hands of e3^- 
tending this knowledge to the reft of 
the world J but fhe has, fortunately fbf 
the mterefts of other tyrants,, miftaken 
the means, and difcovered that defpo- 
tifin may change its form, but that its 
nature is continually the fame. 

Irritated againft thefe betrayers of the 
facred depofit intrufted to their care, the 
friend of liberty, who regards it only as 
it becomes the inftrument of happinefs 
iand order, may not always tnake juft 
allowances fot the errors and crimes 
againft it, into which the conftituted 
powers of France have been led and. 
compelled. Fortunately for its more 
extenfive influence by better means, 
(he has been driven by force to meafurc 
back all the fteps fhe advanced from 
the wife and rational^ fyftem, which m 
lefs profperous times (he had prefcribed 
E3 herfelf; 
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.hcrfelf; and this /everfe will be worth 
to her a thoufand homilies ; for though 
(lie has not ufed her profperity well, it 
is to be hoped that adverfity will not 
fmite her a fecond time in vain. Whilft 
her caufe v/as juft, (he triumphed; fot 
no caufe could be more juft and honour- 
; able> than that which forced her to draw 
her fword ; and whilft (he offered bro- 
therhood and independence to the fub- 
jcAs of ihofe tyrants who had invaded 
bcr territory, flie adted generoufly and 
nobly I but >vhen, dazzled by the fplen- 
dour of her vidories^ and confident in 
her own force, Ihe commanded where 
fhe promifed fnpport, and enllaved 
wfecre (he had offered independence— 
" fhe became the tyrant in her turn— and 
• the friend of liberty, true to his princi- 
ples, cqvially rejoices in her defeat. 

Of defeat (he has received fufficient 

lo anfwer the purpofes of chaftifement 

. 10 thofe who wifli her repentance and 

reform; 
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reform; and buniiUalion enough to gra- 
tify any moderate wiflbes of enmity arid 
revenge to thofc who do not entirely 
wiQi berdeftruftion. 

A few months fince, a fliort fpace 
of time raifcd her to a point, where 
her moft ardent fancy, at the pre- 
ceding moment, could fcarcely l;ave 
carried ber: a (horter fpace has brought 
her into circumftances more dreadful 
than (he has ever yet experienced. In- 
Head of liberty fpreading her banners 
over every country in Europe, of which 
the independence of the adjoining dates 
and the delrverance of Holland were 
to have been the aufpices; the French 
are once more compelled to feek refuge 
in iheir own fortified places, 'and protedk 
themfelves again from the ravages of 
the invaders. Who, but the ardent 
mind^ that, even againft hope, remains 
convinced that no defiga formed againft 
liberty can eventually profper, but would 
E 4 have 
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have confidered liimfelf as reading tKc 
laft page of this romance of the republic, 
when he beheld the ftate of defolation 
which lately feemed to have overfpread 
ic? 

The difgraceful abandonment of the 
fertile provinces, united, and about 
to be united, as integrant parts of the 
territory, with all the free eflablifli- 
ments formed, and the authorities they 
had confti'uted, left at the difpofal of 
their former defpots, in whom mercy 
would now be a double virtue — ^the 
retreat from Holland; of whofe conqueft 
and alliance, according to the mode 
lately prefcribed, they had made them- 
felves fecure — two confecutive defeats 
in arranged battles, where, acccfrding to 
the general's report, the French foldiers 
were firft cowards, and then became 
robbers — the defertion of this general, 
and all that Nvas brave in his arniy,'to 
pj^ice himfelf with his troops under the 

pro- 
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protcftion of the enemy, whom he had 
heretofore fought and conquered— -a 
civil war raging in the country^ fo for- 
midable, that at one moment the fuc- 
cefs of the difaffeded was more than 
poflSble— the minifter who direfted that 
department on which depended the 
fafety of the republic, taken prifoner 
with the members of the legiflative 
power, deputed for its greater fecurity; 
and this lad power, in alniofi: ail its parts, 
fo divided and ferocious againft each 
Other, that it was become an obje6l of 
contempt to the lowed of the people. 
Add alfo, that to this revolted army, in 
whom the nation had repofed its trud,. 
there were three or four other hoftilc^ 
armies^ each of equal magnitude, ready 
to pour in their whole force on the 
country i whilfl: three othfr formidable 
powers, hitherto neutral, had now join- 
^ ed in Ieagpe> and^ armed In concert: 

^g^inftir. 

E 5, Sticfii. 
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Such, at one moment, appeared the 
ftatc of France, and to this dreadful 
tondition dkl Ihe ieem rcdoced. Wc 
are tod near the events to confider them 
with coolnefs or impartiality; and if 
youiiften to the reports of others, there 
is: fuch a war of opinion, and indeed fo 
great a contradidion as to fafts, that it 
is impoflible at prefent to trace any true 
or even probable hiftory of the caufes of 
fuch an inundation of diftrefs. If you 
afk the men of the Mountain, they tell 
you, that the moderate party (for epi- 
thets of ordinary virtue, in thefe days 
of fury and efFervefcence, are names for 
crirtie^) are in lieaguc with the general 
who betrayed them, and fecrctly rejoiee 
in the deftruftion of liberty. Thefe 
Moderes, in whom vre perfonally know 
there exifts as much honour, as Aigh a 
fprrit of freedom, as grciit extent of vm- 
rferftand^ng, as ardent wiQies for the 
happinefs of mankind^ and indef^igable 

perfe- 
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perfeverance in labouring to efFedl it, as . 
can dwell in the bofom of the pureft pa- 
triotifm, and who, if France is not def. 
tined to be loft, will prove at length its 
faviours, are branded by thefe illumi- 
nated Jacobins as traitors and confpi- 
rators againft their country. Contempt,, 
the refuge of great minds againft ca- 
lumny, was too paffive an inflj'ument in 
thefe times to (hield them againft the 
cfFedl of fuch imputations. Thefe Mo* 
dercs have accepted the challenge, and 
anfwered the accufation;' and fuch was 
the , force of their reafoning, the proofs 
of their innocence, and the convidion 
of thofe before whom they pleaded, that 
they were fully acquitted in the minds 
of all who heard them* The exhibit* 
tion which, in their own juftification,. 
they made of the condudt of their accu* 
fcrs, afforded every moral evidence of 
their beiqg guilty of the late outrages 
that have been committed in, Paris, of 
E6 exciting 
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ixcitkig'^lhe ptople to revoh knd «ffaffi-»- 
xiatidnV of being coiudcrticd^ik thit 
ftdion *)^h]ch^ by the means df thfoCe 
diibrders, bad' toped ca effeft ao oy^i!?- 
throw of the goy^rnmenr, and i^ife a 
diftator on its ruins/ of whofe, power 
they were to partake: and fo ftrong was 
the conviaion in one inftance, that the 
man who ftands forth as the general de- 
mmtiator, who is the abhorrence of thf^ 
good, the terror of the weak, and the 
contempt of the wife, has been ordered 
by the Convention to be dragged to the 
bar of the formidable tribunal whiclr 
has lately been erefted for the judgment 
of treafonable crimes. 

This rote of the Convention the 
Jacobins could not controul, though 
k was their prcffdent who was the vic- 
tim !' But Marat has fled- for rcftige to 
bis cavern, to elude the hand of jufticc;^ 
^d well would that patriot delerve of 
its country, who ftiould- roll againft its. 

entrance 
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di&urd*eried'of che^moriftefc Hiie^ven- 
ttial triumpU, tothoyei} hw znd}v&ke, 
vrould be rn the order of the day, fincc 
his affoctate* in crime arc aftive and in^ 
chiftrioiis ', whiW the members of theCon^ 
Tcntion are too divided, and obfervc 
fo little ceremony in ftiewing it, that they 
had not only loft: confidence in each 
other, but appear alfo to- have leflened 
confiderably that of the people. So con- 
fcious are they of this defeftion, that the 
wifcftamongftthem have already moved 
for the change or diflblution of the pre- 
fent Convention i and when fome pririp 
ciples of the new confkitutron are cfta- 
b)i(hed, which: are of the bigheft im- 
portance, it is not improbable but an 
appeal will be made to the n«ion, to 
conftitiite other .powers, as the prefent 
ftem incapable of defending the ftate, 
mr dircfting its concerns* If this fe- 

natorial 
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natorial difcord has been the means of 
defoUting the republic withaut, it has 
not had a lefs fatal effed in deranging it 
within. For, though we have not to 
complain of any horrors like thofe of 
September ; though, except in thofe de- 
partments where a rebellion has been 
excited by priefts ind emigrants return* 
cd for that purpofe, the moft perfcft 
tranquillity and good order are efta^ 
bKlhed -, though at Paris, the ordinary 
feat of all turbulence and diforder, na 
one has fallen fince the period juft men- 
tioned by the dagger of the aflaflin, ex- 
cept St. Fargeau, a deputy of the Moun- 
' tain, who was murdered, by a royalift ;. 
and though no opeii violence has taken, 
place but a few hours outrage againft 
monopolies, which was foon cruflbed by 
the maglftratesi yet, in the conteft: 
ivbich has enfued between the oppofite 
parties, tiie one employed in fecuring 
the power of which they were in poffeC- 

fion. 
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fion, and the other in endeavouring to 
wreft k from them, the- concerns of the 
ftatc have been altogether neglcdtcd, 
except where it was likely to difcover a 
new enefmy ; and no provifion made for 
the day of difEculty, which they knew 
was approaching, and inevitable. If 
the hiftory of the clofe of the campaign, 
as contained in Dnmouricr's correfpond- 
ence with the miniftcr of war, be go- 
nuine, we fhall be lefs furprifed at the 
events of the prefcnt moment ; but wfe 
fhall wonder at the gigantic folly of 
thofe more immediately direftiog the 
affairs of the republic, who, wbilft they 
were fufFering their army to remain in .a 
ftate of diftrefs and mifery, fo as to rert- 
der them incapable of any farther pro* 
grefs againft an enemy encamped before 
them, were iffuing mandates in the form 
of decrees, not only offering freedom to 
the reft of the world, bee inftftmg on 
then: acceptance of the proffered' favour, 

which 
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which this defolated army was. cqiumif- 
fipncd to enforcCi. In the decree which 
was paifed with fata) emhudafm on the 
fifteenth of December, we iind, written 
in charsuSlers now rendered perfeAly le- 
giblCj the origin of almoft all thofe evils, 
to which a thongbtlefs effufion of the 
preceding month was the ill-omened 
preface. — Decrees which were fo contra- 
ry to the great principles hitherto laid 
down, of feeking no addition of terri- 
tory by conqueft, but of folicitirig only 
the alliance and friendfhip qf all free 
men throughout all the world, avVoke 
the vigilance of every other power, 
whofe fubjefts were too weak to affert 
their privileges, or too habituated to the 
yoke to wifti for any change. Thcex- 
crcifc of this ^evolutionary power, as 
they named it,^ was fo hoftile to every 
other eftablilhed authority in Europe, 
that it was nojt to be expeded to remain 
without animadyerfion or attack*. For- 
midable 
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miaable leagues were of courf? com- 

bincci againftit : biijt, though the l^rench 

fubmitted to frequent explanations, yet 

they were too much elevated aljhis nio^ 

nient to grant the repeal. A Variety of 

ill offices, which were more or l&fs ex- 

preffive of refentment and ndftile inten* 

tions, were manifefted by the powers 

hitherto profeffedly neutral ; and the 

breach then opened was rendered flill 

wider by the unwife and unneceflary fe- 

yerity which they excrcifed towards the 

late king. The condemnation and pu- 

nilhment of this unhappy prince were the 

fignals of attack. To thefe meafures the 

Jacobin faftion had precipitated thbfe 

of the affembly whofe opinions were 

more moderate, and whofe pUrpofes 

were lefs ferocious. Had thefe lalt 

known the effefts which this fanguinary 

aft would have produced, not only on- 

iheif foes^ but on thofe who thought la 

moft 
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moft things alike with thera, ia other 
countries of Europe, they would have 
more firmly refifted the impetuofity of 
this Mountain torrent.. There wanted 
but this adt to fill up the meafure of 
hatred; and England, with fome con- 
fidence, could now declare its inten- 
tions. It was with the greateft regret 
that France beheld us in the lift of its 
foesj whilfl Ihe confidered herielf driven 
to the declaration; bu( the reludkance 
with which it was done appears not only 
from the previous correfpondence be- 
tween the two ftates, which is publiflied 
by order of the Convention, but fince, 
by toe accufations made againft the di* 
plomatic committee, where it was ar- 
ranged, and by whom it was reported. 
It was done, they fay, in order to efta- 
blifli peace on a firmer bafis ; an,d the 
invafion of Holland, with a projefl of 
another kind^ were intended to make a 

, revolution 
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revolution there, and force the Bnglifli 
government to acknowledge the repub- 
lic. Had it fucceeded (and, whilft Du- 
niourier was within a few leagues of the 
Hague, it was not improbable), the ob- 
jefts they fought might have -been ac- 
complilhed. At this point of elevation 
was France at this moment ; and not 
only the Convention, but almoft every 
one, cxpefted that the next difpatchcs 
would be dated, as Dumouricr had pro* 
mifed they Qiould, from Amftcrdam. 

Whilft Dumourier was marching thi- 
ther, and the facility with which he car* 
ried their ftrong places promifed a 
fpeedy termination to his journey, Mi- 
randa belleged Maeftricht, a ftrong 
town belonging to Holland, on the 
Meufe, which it was fuppofed would be 
readily furrendered. He had received 
inftrudions to throw only a few IheUs 
into the town> and then march on ta 

Nimegucn 
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Nimegucn with twenty -five or thirty 
thoufand* men, leaving Maeftricht and 
the Belgic ftates to the care of the array 
of the Ardennes, of which Valence had 
the command. All thefe brilliant ope- 
rations were, however, defeated by the 
advance of a corvfiderable body of Auf- 
trian and Pruffian troops on thefe armies, 
cantoned,, in a mod diforderly and un- 
military diredlion, on an extent of nearly 
fifty miles, and in fmall divifions, fa 
that they fell an eafy prey to the enemy, 
which had its choice either to kill or 
capture. Dumourier's prefence did not 
prevent the progrefs of thdfe troops, 
fliifhed with their firft fuccefs, who came 
up with him near Tirlemont, when he 
again gave battle, though he had 
fcarcely two thirds of their force, and 
they were in poffeffion of all the advan- 
tages of ground and pofition. Dvimou- 
fier ftates that this was a viftory torn 

from 
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fi-om him by the cowardice of the left 
wing, commanded by Miranda; but thi^ 
general, whom I have freq^uently feen 
lince his arrival in Paris, informs me, and 
has fince made his declaration to the 
worldj that, under the circumftances of 
the French army, it was impoffible to 
hope for fuccefs ; and that the immenfc 
numbers killed in his divifion would 
vindicate their memory againft the ca- 
lumnies of a commander who had givea 
battle fo difadvantageoufly, unneceffa- 
rily, and againft every principle of the 
art, and againft which he was formally 
advifcd by Miranda, who previoufly 
(hewed him the impoflibility of fuccefs. 
From Tirlemont the French retreated 
to Louvain, where another aftion en- 
fued, which, though obftinattly fought, 
obliged the French to retreat farther. 
In thefe different adions the flaugbter 
was great on both fides. It ended, how- 
ever. 
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ever, always to the difadvantagc of the 
retreating armies, who fell back towards 
Tournay and Mons, which were given 
up, on condition that the army in Hoi- 
land Ihould pafs into France without 
interruption. And thnsy in a few weeks, 
the Auftrian commander has defeated 
three armies, forced another to capitu- 
late, recovered the Low Countries, faved 
Holland, feduced the French generals, 
and placed himfelF on the frontiers of the 
republic. 

The events that took place at this 
moment were not only lingular in them- 
felves, but are about to bring to a rapid 
crifis the objeA of the prefent conten- 
tion. As if it were not enough for 
France to' have loft all that (he tad 
gained in the Taft campaign, with im- 
menfe ftores, amounting to feme mil- 
fions, together with the hopes of pufti- 
ing farther her viftories and triumphs, 

of 
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of which her heated fancy had imagined 
the acquifition foeafy; (he becomes in- 
■capable at once/ not only of the means 
of farther cnterprife, but almoft even 
of the pofljbility of maintaining her ori- 
ginal poffeffions. Dumourier*s defertion 
to the enemy was an event for which 
the French were not prepared. It had 
not come into any calculation of their 
misfortunes; and, though many intem- 
perate men fpokc of him with fufpicion, 
and his whole life appeared to have 
been a feries of intrigue ; yet it entered 
into the imagination of no reafonable 
being, that his rcfcntment would have 
piilhed him to any adt of diflhonour or 
treafon. Thofewho are fond of looking 
for more caufes than are ncceffary to ex- 
plain the effefts (and fuch is the gene- 
ral charafter of the Frendi, who are 
profound oftentimes when others are 
fupcrficial, and light when others^ are 

profound) 

5 
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pfpiqyi^} aflerCj tb::^ bis rreafen. was the 
conCequence of/gfea( deUbq;a;tion> aod 
conoefted with other plans of tre^clicry 
and counter-revolution. As fucb fbcy 
combine it wuh the infurre&ion in. tbe 
weftern provinces, with the robberies in 
Paris in the latter days of February^ and 
the intended aflTaffination of the deputies 
<m the tenth of March. Thefe plans oi 
counter-revolution, if they were not ix^lu* 
iated projeds> appear to me at lead uacon- 
fieded with this later treafom The origin 
of Dumourier's difcoment might be ob- 
icrved in his printed correfpondcncc : 
but wbat has long appeared to me to 
be the true caufe is now perfed conyic- 
tion, iince I have feen his confidential 
lettersy^ communicating the plan of ike 
then enfuing campaign, his fentimenrs 
of the parties and fadions that were then 
dividing the Convention s and which he 
tlierc predided would prove its ruin. 

In 
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Iri thcfc fettcfs Ac pmgrefs df his-diC- 
gull is Wrongly ff)iu4fied ; and, tiiroi^ 
no apology is to be made for liis trca- 
ibn^ it would rtquirc a ftronger mmd 
riian Dumouricr's to have ftood un*- 
moved the perpetual mark for calutriny 
to (hoot at, or to ferve a goyernmcnt, 
the .machinery of which, he 'fays, was 
diredled ** by fuch leaders as Robcr^ 
fpierre^' Marat, and Co.'* Whilft. h^was 
ia Paris, the difcoment which he ex- 
preflfes in his corrcfpondence from the 
Low Countries was. heightened by what 
he lkwi and fo little more fatisfawkic^ 
was given to the minifter df war byfbis 
prcfence than his letters, that PadHe enh 
deavoured to feduce Miranda from Du- 
tnouirier's friendfhip ; and rwfOte him jsl 
letter, the meaning ef wlnijh he ^ind^* 
ftood to*. be the promotion o&^ltim(irlf to 
the liigli^ft rank, . if Ij^. Woirfd ifil^jf^e 
Jacobin faaion OOtg^t fidL^ Vi^pffjfj^^ 
who was become tpo pn^id i^r-^fou^^- 
VOL. IV. F fome. 



. fcmc. . T4v9.pjcr6dipus leuer. wa$, made 
J^fimn jtQ , Dumo,grter, .and .fcr.ve4, to 
uxqsxiafe his jefentment. U tnded,,iiow. 
ever, io the. difraifficm of Pache.; -arj^d it 
was. hoped that the nominatipn.pf^Bcair- 
nonville as his fucceffor would have re- 
medied the numerous .evils t» Inch, this 
:€xcefliYcJy weak or /wicked miniftcr bad 
•occafioned. The Jacobins, true to their 
purpofe, ftill purfucd him; and, vvben 
•the defeat at (Aixtla-Chapelle recalled 
him' from Holland, and he found all .was 
loft for conqueft, ftung by diiappoint- 
> sient at the failure of his- projects ; hunt- 
ed vnth implac^e fury by thcfe^ relent- 
itk ^i&ns of peace and public order ; 
driven to* defpair, in beholding, as be 
iifiGlginedi the liberties of his country 
f^fttd im by' thefejrapaoious., robbers, 
jtoOK defbruHive c^ 4i;s interefta. il)an 
-l^^iiffia^ 4>t AuftriAn legions ; ^ ttx)k 
'l^^fi):0f:4l^e \)i^^Aoijf%^^ ^ad 

/^loAg been paflS^ in bis mind, and be- 
' " ckme 



' tatiir dimitial from' the exce^s of lils im- 
patrence crnder cakimhy 'and misf&rtiiiic, 
ITiis ti-feafon, it feems, was cdnchided on 
in the Very jaft days' of liis retreat, though 
"he had medicated it feme time befot-e -, 
Jince, in converfation with Miranda,' he 
had frequently thrown but obfcrvations 
which' not only were cxpreflive of his 
rage at the facftion^, but alfo of his con- 
(^'mpt for the nation itftlf, 
'• To have heard thefe difafFci^ted dif- 
cburfes without reply or ianimadverfion, 
'Would have been to partake in the guilt. 
^ Miranda' fays, that; when 'Duniouticr 
came to them from' HoHand,- he brbUght 
\vith him a newdoftrine, which- was ^to- 

• gethcr'oppofite to the fentiments he had 

" tafuallyexpreffed of ref^ft ait Te^ffor 

iiberty and repiiblicanifni'^ * He 'apf>'4ired 

" highly 'eiafperated a'galttrf- tile Nfttlon- 

al tfonvetitiori ;' biit 'thW 'bitJ'lidtiiour 

■ '"^litkdl^it^mk to 'iHe Ml'te^R of 
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bis undigeftecl pians^ wfeichrlie: had al*-' 
ways. oppoi«d jor coyrcded. 

In a letter to the tninifter of war, 
dated the fourteenth of February, ahis 
general fays, that the enterprife nnto 
Holland and the fiege of Maeftrichr, 
which he vvas ordered to make, appear- 
ed to him ** aftoniftiing, and very diffi* 
cult.** " I hope, therefore, that, if the 
foccefs of the plan is not in conformity 
to our defires and your hopes, that y>du 
will have for us the indulgence which ak 
ardent zeal for the fervice and glory of 
the country deferves from a free nation,*? 
&C, . 

The warmth of -Dumourier*s temper, 
both in vvar and council, was often 
checked by the cooln*efs and reflc(5tive 
difpofition of others ; and he had the 
good kti{^ to attend to the wifdom that 
correfted or reftrained him. Finding, 
at lengthy that all the plans which he 

had 
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had iformcd'wete not anl)'' impofnblc to 
be executed, but were likely t0 involve 
the lofe of his army in Hollarid ; and that 
^< h^feule preftige dc fa perfonne^" 
^vbichbis extravagant vanity had hkher- 
to eftitnated as an hoft, could operate 
noihing agiinft the charnri of a viclorious 
enemy, who had to reniedy the difgrace 
of the laie campaign, and.xegain an ex- 
teafive-.country which ibey had Joft; he 
(dbrew 4iide all rcferve, and wrote to the 
Convention a letter on riie twelfth of 
March, full of reproach and inve<5livc, 
mixed indeed with fome fevere -and 
wholefome truths ; but which, had it 
beqi permitted to be read, would have 
compelled the Convention to order him 
tso the bar of the houfe. Gf the arrival 
of thij letter, if you remember, vvc were 
iirfor^igked . at . the moment, aod of the 
pnidcriD refolvesl of ihpfe.:inta* wbofe 
binds it'lelhtofapprefs" itn- bujt Dtimou^ 
riar^vwlio had long conceived that the 
F3 ■ laft 



laft vijFtoes ibelcoij^iig to the Qonremion; 
wereixraiuucm bx; pendeocc»:iaiad pubiifli-p^: ! 
ed. hiux fiiabim;: but prev/iouilyicoauiju* 
jiicated k$ comenfe to. Miranda, tl^e ddy 
after bcrhad feiit k icr Paris, a^din^ tbit 
he ihould «)t be; furprifed tafcie? a.d^-* 
crce. of .^(QSMfsilP^ iflv»<ed 4gaipft .bin?*.: 
From. thi$ tii»c be b^gaft, to iograji^e^ 
himfidf witb tbe ibldSiers^ (h«wiAg,.tbe0ij/ 
thegaatectes of the debute^ of ibe J^<ir^ 
biBS> and emquiriAg what ih^yj^boagfal. 
of iht fi^roaous. 4e&vuicia(iQW^U)|^' 
hiiii* Whe0 it wa$ reprefented .l^om uiWr 
jufkififthie were fu<b attcmptsi, aAd t)^ , 
the .aroay had. nothing to do ^ith th^. 
private quarr^el^ joi individcialsy heden : 
lifted .^om this kitid of faiq(ftion; buty • 
wb!e» the orders arrived .for ihc" aTrc(l. of 
the: tyio gj^ncmls who commanded the" 
adMaHae^' *^po$ at Ai:i^ilaXhapeU«^; he 
took occafioa to, aik. Miranda^ whether^ 
i/-&xrh/aaQf!dar were ]:Sued>agani& hi4i> 
h<?ittc3wid: ptic i?/iDiexFawicic» ?h-H^ au^; 
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(w^td^.thzty ar a^Siichfbi fdnrant^ii^ -. 
(hould be obliged to ^bejv ;ibuc tkat tbb - 
difagrccable dtuy wpuld ndr be unpofcd ? 
ofibim^ fioce. General Valence r^aa his 
fupefior. It wis* comt precifcly to yoa^ 
added Dtjmourief ; but tbe^ army will 
riot obey it^ fo yoa have only winake a 
proces- verbal of it; and fe<id it b^ick* 
Aftferwajris at table he ^bfervcd^'**' dial 
it wa^abfolutely nec^flai^y to go toif^ 
ri» fi>^ eftabiiib frberty^-* dndi wben he 
wa^^afi&cd by ^iCmeahs } be answered, 
with thie army ; and ^.batto do ? to efta- 
bUft liberty 1-^Thc reniedy is worfii 
tban^ the difeafe ; aad certaidly I would 
binder you if I could.— ^Thcti you w^uJd ^ 
fi^t againft meN-That is v^ry polTibte^ 
if you fight againft liberty.*^¥cry wieH; 
y^u would ena(9: thed IJabietmB.'^*-^La^ • 
bienus or Cato^^* j^ou will ^always Ikid mt* ^ 
on the fide .of the republic, ^c. : • i : 
. Thei^e the. cont^^auon e^icted^ *whkb : 
) gWe you as. the fifft.expremiou^lQf iho- / 
F4r pj'oi^^ 



prc3d5t ht-had cohccived. Vindtfr^'lVii- 

^ tattda 111 diljxrfcd'to^ feoond 'bis dfcfigns, 

dnd -hccome a<3cthcgii5, he became re- 

ferVed'^tcAi'ards him, and attached' hiin- 

fcif with greater affidaity to cultivate the 

friendfliip of the two other comniabdcfs, 

with whom he frequently coramunicaled, 

. and who became at laft his conftant af- 

fociates. Of this Miranda took little 

noticc'5 but, when Dumourier iffued his 

proclamations, reflecting infamy and diC> 

honour on the troops, wbilft the error 

was all his own, ^he remonflratcd with 

him on the abfurdity and injufticeoftbe 

charge ; adding, that he would hot fof» 

fcr the nation to remain in ignorance, 

how and by whom fo rtiany brave iilcn 

had been ufelefsly facrificed 5 and that, 

on tlieirarriYial at Tournay, which would 

probably be the next day; he would aflt 

bis permiflfen to go to- Paris for a few 

'daysz—Dumoiffiei?' had no objeftibii' to 

'-'giidnt^ti'^ fo^' Re-'had-tlien in-h's pocket a 

' ' 1 ■' mandate 



n>ao<iffc ,Qjf 3frcft^ Qr,aa oid^ (fopx the 
council calling. Mira^da to the bar q£ 
tjie .Conv?ption. Afi^r rcmonftraring 
\vkh'Duijnoiuicf oa the. perfidy of his 
cpndudt, iafuffcringliim to remaia ig- 
n.9raot of this order for ibrfie days, dur- 
ing which fi^ caxuion-(bot might have 
taken from him. the.mfans of juftifyiiig 
Jjimfelf agaiaft the charge; which vvere 
broijght (for. it vvas^iis conduft at Maef- 
-triqht which had c(^ufed the order);, ha 
^amejo ^aris, v^herc^ though he ac- 
qqitted himfelf to the entire fatisfadion 
of^tlie committee^ before whom he 
underwent a ,loi\g examinatiooj and*, 
thjpugh exprefsly juftified.. by .the re- 
^t .ma^ to the Convention^ yctv ac- 
cording to .the ufual inconfequerice of 
their ^fiTOceedipgs, . he. was andfercd^tar 
take .lii^, trial . at the bar of . thciruiieat 
txibua^i i 3m t^c commitfiee > ,<^. ^pobUc? 
&fet.yiand ihe%e2cecuuye -cQiuicii-are .£>r 
cQnyinc^ of hh imnoccncay ilmi they^ 
F c have 



half* «5t:>d*«*rpur<he'{telfe t)«^hi*^^^ 

DsmimffieV* taibcir fqll iiatunty. All- 
t&a pitftfed; hiding bie!ef*tecdrded'in< the 
. Conventidh,. bcfedmcs-' hTftoi^. Btit 'gredtf 
doubts remain whether thcfe comiriiiiy- 
net, whaare^ ifftems^men ofno^greiti 
confidence, hare related^ the tvhole, 6r 
more than the trurh;^ fince it isjaffcrted^ 
that their ptoces- verbal was arranged 'in 
Paris. The feizure of the members oS 
the Convention and the minifter of -waf ' 
at the camp of Maulde, and tlib ddiXrdiy 
of thtem into tht bands of the enemy*— 
the fubftqtieiit defertion- of Ddmourier,: 
Wkh tht two oth^r canfjUnaiidef s,. pvit the- 
t«eftfbii' beyond all poffibilityof doiibt^^v 
arid 'even thofe who felt with Dum^uritfr 
^t oufrageslie had Ttceived*} wh<> jiil^^ 
tiSed his rtifemnaent^ and iMbb" vrduld-' 

i^-i*ii^^ -^ ' exemplary 



execrable an^rictiiift^ w,hp bl4 tbus>4riw» 
hi^ to ih^ b0r<kr of it€afoni:<H>Wld Aot 
but e^jpfi^s-chwiliTely-aWorf^ft^oCAw. 
Climes. ;BiK i^e pkr<$ -ihae. XKifnoumr- 
bad to ad was dificuk. Had< he fti^gn<d^ 
the comcnaod vrbea ba entered the 
French territory, whtebhe ought, if diP, 
gufted, to bave done, where could be 
h^ve retired ?w-Not to Paris y. for.-hej' 
eoooK^ived his head too precious, ^s^ ho. 
bAmfelCobferves^tobe carried to the fcaf^? 
firid i and thither he fupf)Qfed it wouW 
be borne, through the fury of an enraged 
l^pulace, headed by infuriated JflicDbin$, 
-^Not ^ folitary emigrant to the enem^r^^ 
of whofe perfidy La F^tit's qf^lancMy^; 
Miftory was an .iU«ameaed prefa,g<^ pf/ 
^bat he had to exp«^' from their tti*i?(:yt#j 
and the harvard of paflm^intd:wy/fi<u< 
ftti ftate w^l too greatto h<)pe;afiyjpi^rfa 
baUilityofCuGcefa. tfe.rtliefcsfpre.f^riiK^^ 
th? df(f^to.9Qd; dii$^flWWri»t^jEllaaf«ft 
%—•'.:,:. F^" makingi 



HTftfci^g'jAis cidfefqtti4«/;^to-v the:, eoeinjr; 
i«^rAj»tet9fUbteiby[t bbmt\itiigi bis traft 
fe0its^ver}r^t€KioAt.*r^Put'bisjam>y, phofi 
ym^o^ifi t}>{^ ;t^eti: Cbkf^ . wlnen they dif*" 
C4>ye^eii^ bi^ injt€pu<m).refufed to bet atc^^ 
coniplk^.iB jiis C];ime».: Tkb v^as aa 
cveat whiclvD^moprkr h^djtiot.«5cp<?^?^ 
ed. Of the troQ|>5.of tbcliot he Jiad 
thought bitnfclf fecu^e : for hretw^s ^ok> 
well acquainted with the rigid virtue, of 
ihe volunteers < to hope any thing /roin 
their afliftance* To rhefe laft be had al^ 
ways' of late given the poll of dangeari^ 
and, though cnany thoufands had kttel)^ 
fallen at their poft, he had branded them 
all as cowards Kwhilil others^ who had 
cfcaped the honourable fate of {hfih 
CQmpanionSt he diforganized, and thf n 
ftigmatized to the Convention as rob-? 
ber^* Jlis army^ -thus purged fron^ pa";, 
triotifm,; he thought full^ equal, tfi th^ 
crioj^inaljity of his^ dcfigps ; and he jbx-; 
peftefl,. that as Pompey, Csefar, An- 
:. . thony 
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tkoiiy^' and AuguAiis^< kad 'dieir- dif- 
ferent -arojics,: vikeir t\v6 republic oi? 
liberty wits. iK)iiliiog at Rome;' fothe 
foldtmiiQ comoiaisded'Woiid arra9g;tt^. 
tb£^£elv£5 under 41 chiefs AvUhDUt^Sying 
aay regard la the cUufe for nvJrfjfhjHbey 
feiigbc,43r the principles tbpy'vf^cto la- 
crifice. To the honour of human na- 
ture, and the triumph of the principles 
of liberty, he faw his army inftantlydif- 
band i vvhilft a few regiments only re- 
mained* (hUrers in his guilr. .And this 
vv,as wofth a thouGind vidopies : for what 
fear is there that' a people can' be cn- 
llaved, when thofe who have been in di6 
habitude of offering their lives at the 
cemmai),d of others, when fdccefs was 
hope]efs> and the utility' of ^thc facrificc 
doubtfulj ftart up with horror at the 
proCpeft of di(honour ;. and, though diC 
gttfted with. the. treatment they had late- 
ly -i^eceived; in recompenfe of their fdr. 
• •- ..' ^ / • ■ *- •• ' vices,** 



vices j from tlie repubjic> fly to ji& ctiitfc 
M an iiylufa froA> crime, »: 

ButjwWlft vr« cofttcmj)k(etbi^ invent 
hi the hillsory erf (he'/evol^ion with en«^ 
thufiaftri, we cafinoc help returning" ttr 
tjie darker fide of ^he fccne, and tem* 
permg our admirauon whb •profaund 
lieflexibfts on the inft&bility of hucnan 
things, whto w^ fee one generalj lately 
covered with glory, tlie conqueror of 
^ fbi'mkkibte hofts^ and the fliield of his 
wumtryj to whom Europe looked up 
Witb wonder^ and whofe nztpc alone was 
dfietadfuli now blinded. by revenge, and^ 
feduced by ambition^ betray the country 
Wfbich he hadfaved, and fly forT^oteo. 
tion to the enemies whom he had^conaf 
quered<^-aaotber^ with the wounds yet: 
bk^edtog whkh he had receivedh inide^^ 
fbic^of.theci^public^ unite bin caufeifo^: 
tttat.o<iUhetraitbi>--whilft'?a third/ the 
t4<$fed^ child of the tevottition^ whicb 
-■•'•^/:^ 1 J.>'iiv '*.]).> ; ^':j y ;.-.;.-.'»!;.^. had- 



Kad'dei^roded his finnily, jorhs bimfelf ta>^ 
the prote<9x)rs of this family afg^inft the- 
MV^lUticm, to 'Whfch- fcc owed his ^U ; in 
Adiofccaufe be has tlrtadj gathered fo 
mmiy kureh, and to whofe fervice he^ 
-had folcmnly confecrated his life. 

What were the- motives that infti- 
enced thefe men to the commiffion of 
dctd$ which the comtnoo'confcnt* of alfe 
na^tions hate marked with obloquy and^ 
difgrace^ it would be very difficult, not- 
withftaoding the danger of the ex4fting. 
GircumftaBces> to divine. Had it been de* 
maadcd of me to name the man, where- 
thcpureft principles ofpatriotifm wouhi* 
haTe'didtaeed the nsoft virtuous coi^du(5V, 
zndi^hett die nobleft facrificfes woiild' 
have beefi made to* liberty i had k beetit 
the/.&crificc ;of <:ouiitry'>--<)f fortone-^^ . 
fioemisi^of aUithac remdo's ttfe kgreeable^ 
oe 'males' i6xifte&ei& s^^dSiigr^B'ffiould': 
XIO& .have^ii6ftitad,>fftaki ther^nciiliate 
a Ad confidential intercourfe which I have 

bad 



aii(,tljftt,I;'boJ^.inoft v^lii^tik'Oq.fti^ in-, 
flt^i^le ;Vir)ttieii. fpn I/Mve witoeffpd 
moinwis in hU life- when that vi^tpe.wa? 
p^ut .to the fcvcfcft proof. Of the reafops 
that influeacQd his -copidu^ wc are • yet 
uncertain. , In an evil hour feduced jby 
Diimotirier, aijd by.^ ftratagem fo ip^e 
thatjas yec I dare, po^t ha^ftpd the recital ; 
tagght; to belkvje, .aji ji.k ia^fc^pted 
letters, prove, ihat ;the. liberties, p/*; his 
coi^ntry.np longer exiftedj thatananchy 
and failbn^b^d deftroyed the f^ic fiibric 
which die revQlutioo* had feared^ and 
that it naiglu be an a£t od virtue i^. pro- 
ceed- to the cwirpatiori of tfeijfe gfurpr 
iog and vulgar, tyrants-; witiioat;poni^* 
iiering that the remody-^wasfuLsilji whiUft 
the diieafc could be but fyir a-iUQixtoDt ; 
and thfitf t hough ^violeaceiAight triumpk 
fprafeafon, i(?:rdgn.mVift i^eceflaialyt^be 

of his Iu)(pw^nd^hi9i&rne4<<' :»./ > . ;. : 
C..I : ' Of 
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underftood that bis Kfe'hft$ bcen-a -fyf- 
tc^tl df intrigue, and*, vanitjr his. ruling 
paflidfi j' yti I am p^rfuaded tba;i: riie 
inc^fiant denunciations of premeditated 
treafons, hvirled againll him by the af- 
faffinsof reputation at Paris^ had no 
foundation in 'truih.~I mark in his car* 
refpondence the progfefs of his crimes i 
and J believe, that, previoufly to the fa- 
tal event of Aix-la-Chapclle, though his 
ibui' Was- embittered by calumny and 
difiippoir^tmcnt, it was free from: the 
adoal intention of guilt, I u^ill not 
diffcmbiet, that, before this event, wbilft 
i)e was ycc in Paris, and planning the 
campaign, viewing the ^influence of tho& 
unpFinpipled meii, whofe triumph be* 
came unbounded at th? deadx of the 
king', V from whiph melancholy cata«» 
ftrophcy'f fays Dumouraer, ** I date the 
whole wc^hi our/Cnemy ^'* tbat^ like the 
pjofligue rttcntionedi by-ValtrioSi ^fJPcr* 

regrinaius 
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rcgrinntus eft in-ncquitiS/* But his in* 
tchtidn Was not there to abide. When 
this torrefpondence is publilhred (which 
for prtrdentialreafoniisf delayed) it wilt 
appear to the world, that of this trcafon 
the detcftecT faSiorr of the Mountam 
and the Jacobins hive been the Original 
authors/j aad^ Diibioiirier will ftand half 
Acquitted to hfe injured ^ couift i^y . 

But of this maa what can we 'atpre- 
fent decide ?W« are' ntW^ifid^ed; the 
impartial judges befofi ^hofc tribiipal 
he is to be brought. Pofterity will 
jb(%e him-move aright j and ^appreciate 
his motives and his criiftes. Had he 
Waited till this nabmeht, he might have 
witpeffcd his complete triumph,^ not- 
wiAftanding his misfortunes, ovfk the • 
&6lion that has hunted him to his fuin ; 
ami might have comributed to' fccurifr 
flie bleflin^ of liberty to his country; on 
a bafi&mcre firm and' axslted than vie* 
toiy (ir^for^ign conqupto.. I£ pVevchti^d' ' 
- :■:-.:' \' - ia 



in his criminal 4^fign,Qf.,xnarcbin^ IQ. 
Pari^, be failed in the probable engage- 
ment he ^s made \yitb bis new allies^ 
who m}l i^egajrd him Qr^Y af ^ traitor,. 
when r. liiey fee his ina jpateiice ^; . apd-. 
ihow lYmi by a? ufclejfs^ fincc nq coofii* 
dence . can be: repofed^^wx . xaay . the% ^ 
mown oy:$r iJi^ raips. pf Ws^ greatnefs j, , 
but we cp^ftot .help..e?x:laifnipg witlv . 

** With aill..t>at habk of fa^lfer fam|B !; , ^ 

" Sold to the mockery of relentlefs loe8« " ' ' 

^' Ani'doSftrn'tft' tiShauft the dregs of Kft Ihthsiae i '' 

" A Jootj^jorlcr'A^utt fXjJpded.p^fl I . 
** To ijlgh^t thfr favour thou canft hope^no mofe,. 
*• Renounce the giddy crowd, the vulgar wind ; . 
" Cti'itgt thy bwn Hjghtneis on thy cotfntry^s miiid; 
^ And fy(M liev irtMi$e appeal to ekeh tame foreiga 
<|}ore-"- '-'.,.'.'.., 

It is dtffipuic tQ &y^wbat;tbe-ccmfef' 
SuciiQe trf;.dic prefent diforganizauoo^. 
will. tec... The troops ivhoihav^ rtafecit , 
A^c fidi^trfitljLe republic arc difperfed yt^ • 

vaciou*. 



various gaf/riforis ; and there fcems 'to be 
rio army at prefent to prtjvent the ineur- 
fions of the "enemy. But, if 6ne might 
mdge. fcoin' the 'trarrquillky that reigns 
throughout the republic, and 'cVen in 
Palis, it wcwld never be fuppofed ' that 
war was at their gates : and this tranquil- 
lity and order, though it now and then 
will ho interrupted, (hould ferve to con- 
vince the enemy that the people of this 
country arc inviiicible. The |>rovinccs, 
except where fanaticifm hdd khidled (he 
torch of civil difcordi now Marly extin- 
guidied, enjoy all the bleffings that li- 
berty can give ; and it is only ii^ great 
towns, from whence the intrigues of the 
old government are not*, yet banilhed, 
and where the diSerent clafiies retain too 
many of their former prejudices to har- 
monize well togethtr^; that there is^ yet 
oecafional difordcrf Thou^i the oppofj-^ 
lion to the invading amiies on tlie^neiiili 
te'W^? .y^t vi^ry farmicjablc^itite depajc^ 
.. '.. *;:>;• .^ ments 
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ments have jn, general fumilbeJ more 
than their contingeot. 

If is to be boped that .this union of 
fendmem will have fomc inflaence on 
thofe of the. belligerent powers, a6d lead 
them to confideratipns of peace. . But, 
whatever be the event of the prefent 
ftruggles, the friends of liberty in France 
have, little caufe for dejeftion at this feem- 
ing r^verfe. It was, indeed, wanting to 
bring them b^ck to their original fyf- 
tem^ from which theFxcnch hav^ fo un;r 
Imppily ftrayed. Their minds were yet 
too your^ in freedom to appreciate its 
bleffings aright 3 and they were y^t to 
know that the triumphs of liberty are 
fcarcely ever thofe of the fword. 

A' new reprefentation will profit by 
the errors of the prefent; and, repealing 
thofe decrees fo hoftile to the peac^ of 
other pountries, may offer or accept terms 
of peace honourable to every party, arid 
for the ftability of which ihe principles 

originally 



originally aVbwed by the 'French will 
. ferve as the balls. The French Villde- 
mand, what is their undoubted-right, die 
independence of the republic, and the 
power of arranging their own cohcerns; 
/&nd they alfo'have received a fufficient 
leiFon to prevent them from ever min. 
igfing in the concerns of others^ The 
■evacuation of Holland and of Brabant 
tdkcs from the 'Englifli every pretence 
c* war.- The Pruffian has repaired tlie 
^dilhonour of his laft campaign ; and will 
not be anxious to add France an ally to 
Auftria. This laft power has nothing 
hiore to fear from the French attempt- 
ing tlieir revolutionary principles in the 
Low Countries, where fuperftiiion and 
Ignorance are too deeply rooted, and 
faints arid monkery too much adored 
to a^mit any better faith. Grown wift 
by experience, they will learn to cftablilh 
ambngft thcmfclves that order and har- 
iQ(K)y^wl>ick is the beft evidence of the 
€ value 
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value of liberty ; and will relax from 
ihofc. fevere and fanguinary laws which 
have driven into exile, with the con- 
temptible and, tiie baf^, thofc alfo who 
had ^ no crime but error in judgment, 
and no treafon but defe(ft of courage, or 
imbecility of mind. The provocation of 
ifac French to this abandonment of their 
principles was ,unqueftionably great.— 
Tb.e Auflrian was. plotting their deftruc*- 
tion with the courts and thePruffian 1)34 
wantonly joined in. the quarrel. Thffc 
came to eftabUfli . defpotifm in a ft^tc 
that bad bccoip^.free : the French in rc-» 
tnrn invaded their territories, xo pftabliih 
liberty in ftates. that were enflaved.— 
The events of the two laft. months have 
proved that both have mifcalculated i 
and, with the parties the moft interefe;^* 
iht whole, world has beea undeceived^ 

■■•.•-.-' : ■' •.. / - • r-^ : /': .^t 
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^*art», May 7, - 
Second Year of the Republic* 

1 r is not the Icaft fingnlar circumftance 
in this reyoUuion^ thai when it ha^ ap- 
peared near its clofe, from the cffeds of 
the various treafons to which it has been 
expofed, the danger has produced an 
exertion not only fufficient to counterba- 
lance the evil intended, but excited a teoQ- 
porary ardour capable of triumphing over 
every feeming imppffibility. It was thus 
that in the middle of September, when 
the feiirs and hopes of feeing the Pruf- 
fians in Paris became general (the enemy 
having already attained half the way), 
that £x weeks had not elapfed before 

the 
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the French were in pofleffion of Bra- 
bant. The republic feeaicd tottering 
from its bafe a few days fince, when the 
general, and it was feared the army, 
had deferted to the Auftrians : the d^an- 
gerhas again aroiifed them, and fcarcely 
will another month pafs by cire there ap* 
pear a 'million of men in arms. This, 
ardour finks into indifference when the 
danger is no longer pfeffing 5 and when 
this indifference again brings them into 
danger, as it happened* in their defeat, 
and expuVfion from the Low Countries, 
the ardour is again renewed. Thofe who 
are unacquainted with this part of their 
chafadVer would reafonably fuppofe, that 
fuch defeats and diftfeffes would prove 
fatal; and I obfenre in the accounts 
given of the pubHc opinion of other 
countries, that the winding up of this 
extraordinary drama is daily *expefted. 
Biit we flatter ourfelves too readily. As 
yet the ftrong mtm has been bound only 
VOL. IV. G *'with 
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cv.^'^\^^^^:^^}y^P ?."^ ^^^ .^^^'l^s, :arid 
hisi^^r WQV^p^^^itjh the wet ;'^ for wc 
jjpf|lipld .|jim,arQufed fromliis ileep only 
£q ihai^f bis IcLpkSj, each time becoming 
mQi;c, rjnyinpible i ^nd w.e have not, y^t 
had the addrefs to find out where bis 
real ftr,ength lies, which it feems ^we are 
only xaking meafures to increafe. But 
let us fuppofe it Jifcovered, though, to 
mp the fecret is impenetrabk, the com- 
parifbn will hold even to the cataftrophc; 
fof if the prefent coalition of all the 
powers of Europe fucceed to betray 

or pvexwhcjm the French, the principle 

' ' ■ • ' ' ' '\ 

c^aonot die ; and at .tbe appointed time^ 

if the flruggle Ihould crulh themfelvcs 

with their tyrants, their country and 

cb^Jdren will . be free. Tbcfe events^ 

hjaweyer^ icem highly improbable ^ tor 

the mune^rous treafons of which ihey 

k*^ fo narrowly clcaped b^if^g the 

. ^)^\ ' cnthu- 
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irntbifiiaftiQ courage, which ai\^yd%:^epi 

pace with the magnitude bf the danger. 

t'raricc, according to the bid calcdlkf* 

tion, numbers twenty-fix millions df in'- 

habitants ; but from the data of Meeker, 

die truth of which is acknow^ledged, Dr, 

Price's calculation raifes them to thirty 

millions : of thefe a fifth part are capable 

of bearing arms ;^nd,, to entitle them tQ 

i-he privileges of aftive citizens, the lax^f 

enjoins it. For the purpofes of agri- 

cvilture and mariufaftures, in which the 

women of this country are equally en> 

ployed with the men, we will remit 

half the number Df this fifth part, whicli 

^' leaver three millions of able and hardy 

yarriors, fitted for any emerprife. Of 

y thefe the danger of the country will foon 

;' call one million into adual fervide, wha 

il^ win be placed in various parrs of the 

^ Fepufclic^ to await the foe,' of' invade 

ai thetr territttf ies.- ' If oil the^hi6ttherft'a^rid 

:a; »filern ' Me, 'At Ai^^m^.-'W^lktiAcr^ 

lit '' " ' G 2 HeGian, 
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Heffian,PruGian, and the tribes of Ger- 
man princes pour in their forces; there 
are three hundreid thoufand men> and 
fixty ftrongly fortified places, arid fome 
apparently impregnable, to arreft their 
progrefs. An army in the fouth is pur- 
fuing the Sardinian troops on their owa 
foil ; while the Alps, the neutrality of the 
Swifs, and another army, ferve as bar- 
riers to other invafions. If the whole 
force of Spain irbrought to over- run the 
country adjacent to their own. territory, 
as they are attempting ; two armies and 
the Pyrenees are full fecurities to any 
efTedual hoftilities on that fide. If de- 
fcents are intended by the naval powers ; 
three armies, and none of thefe are 
3ayes*s troops in ambufti, are ftationed 
along the coafts in all poflible places 
of attack ; while two other armies, making 
the number thirteen, are placed in the 
centre, to keep internal order, and ferve 
j»s depots for recruitment and occafional 

fervice. 
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fcrvice. If it were poflible for them to' 
ad prudently, not a fliip of the line 
(houldftray beyond the harbour. This 
bulwark of our own country, the fleet, 
has a fuperiority which^ ought to terrify, 
and joined by thofe of other powers, 
which double the number, an attempt 
at competition would be madncfs : but 
this is no reafon with the French why it 
(hould not be attempted. When led to 
dcclarc-war againft.us, there wasfo much 
afFefted myftery in the tranfaclion,' that 
any who did not know them would have 
concluded, that our commerce was ahni* 
hilated, from the fuppofed immenfity of 
their preparations. 

There was nothing, it feems, of which 
they thought lefs, if one may judge frpni 
the bureau of the marine ; unlels they 
dreamed, like Dumourier on fome other 
occafion, that the fleets and connimerceof 
England would be deftroyed — ^* par 
la feule preftige de leur perfonne.'* As 
* G 3 * • yet 



yet ^ their .fenftiiiticsiagamft us Jmi^e beca 
fa.:tnvial>^'amd, u^lcf&roufed by^Somsr 
greft^ calamity on thatfidey w»U cojitiDue^ 
fo, ;th4r.tho'Jtnferchant' piay.' walK iht 
^Change witlwiut smith alarcff; aRdi)tbe, 
iiifurer. become, w^ealthy* . Under tlie.toc^ 
pjd influence; of their latecalculatingaixd. 
n)aihematical a)im(Ler> who hada^np? 
(kfty ackafl wbicb.&w mimileni atthisi 
ds^y pofl€|9«^o£ con&flmg ht» jiicdqmiit!^:^ 
to the <pffice, evijry ,thing tbtt coxktfitj^^b 
th^ Oiarine feemed to have ^qmr»^:%< 
tettograda p^otion. Xbfy.tell 119- 90v^^ 
of theii- formidable force? but they cap* 
iDOthipibrmldabk agaii^fifo vaft a fup.et, 
riority as/ours? and xwyalj^ill fo.pfe* 
emiiient. < I -ivUl.granti much to.en|hu-t: 
li^fg^;^ .b^t theiea is not the element for 
thedifpjay of the enthufiafin of the pre;. 
(^f^t^jifUfii ;;and if th^ir planbe not diffej;. 
>ei^jiy,;^anged^ nothing , but defpatarU^ 
'^fe9^fi,9an attend ,4^eRi,.-.; . . ^r 

%.;> ; X I fcarcely 
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t fcarcely knovr .Y^^her *«tty of the 
moreinrmicdiate diitAors of the republic 
areacquaimcd wkhroiacrineaffeir^ prwhc- 
thcr, from their previwshabrts* arid occu- 
pations, they can have had the flighteft 
experience in jiaval conftems : but wc 
know: hew fmaH a poriidW of kftowkdgfe 
W neccflaty to regulate the afluirs of the 
world ; End if one ttiay judg^e-firom oih«:» 
eifcuQfsftances, ibey ?ruft Aiuch to accW> 
defit afcd erents $ and it miaft be ttin^' 
fefftd tbat the pri^ondeWnce hith^i^- 
Ikai been greatly in tkciY faV<^if; ' -'^ 

©f their lahd forceJ, though ^thadl^' 
tipiine and Ifcilt be hot eqcml to the eb^-^ 
thufiafm, yet the- niilit^ry village amufe-fc • 
mem for ' th^fe fbttr years paft has pr^^ 
.pared them for thbre leirioiis empfbyi^* 
ment; arid this is a point on which 'a* 
friend to the iridqjcndence bf Eart>^e^' 
wotJld fix its attention: It is IfripcilHble^ 
for any government tbai^m-^itS'^fubjidas*'' 
as France lias armed lier citizens j bccaufe, 
G 4 how* 
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however mild the adminiftration* of that 
government might be, the pofleflion of 
fo much power in the people would ne- 
ceflarily lead to its abufe. If you in- 
crcafe the force, you alfo increafe the 
danger, like certain powers in phyfics — 
which become ufelcfs or fatal beyond 
their proper point. It becomes therefore 
tiangerous, to fay nothing of the expence, 
^o arm the people, except in certain 
claffes of the community : but it happens 
unfortunately, that thofe whom it might 
be prudent and lefs hazardous to entrufl: 
v?ith power, are, from the nature of their 
attachment to the governments they live 
iinder, not the bed fitted to givei it much 
triilitary protedlion. With France the 
cafe is different; (lie calls on every citi- 
zen to arm, and where arms can be 
bdfne, implicit obedience to the law is 
required. Where nothing is to be 
gained by' infurredion, little is to be 
feared from any abufe of this power ; 

for 
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for where men are equal in their rights, 
the exerci^of any authority not given by 
the people is the only thing to be refilled. 
The coalition of almoft all the forces of 
Europe, againft France, had at firft a 
menacing and terrific afpeft ; but if thfere 
remain thofe who think that her caufe 
is ftill the caufe of liberty, they may reft 
fatisfied, that (he ftands yet invincible 
againil unjuft and barbarous oppreflion. 
Naturalifts tell us, that the /pecific 
- mufcular force of a little animal, pro- 
verbial for its fmallnefs and agility, is fo 
many thoufand times greater than that 
of a man, that, were it capable of attain- 
ing the fame magnitude,^ its power 
would become irrefiftible. That power 
this country has at prefent the appear- 
ance of attaining. If the menace of the 
Pruffian mamfefto provoked the flight 
puniihment of its inconfiderAte framer^ 
this Combination of kings only (crvesto 
^5 awaken 



Whadf¥iraii,jiDciliflMd i*qmlW vWri^jijc^; ; 

prifi»Jr«ia;;«Jthe .pif^itf^f:iTapd./^rjDft5r^^ 
affiftid by(: recent fdedrM^dofrtjbje^J^g^l^^ 
turCyiatoBiiaFryiiig pknty jfo th^^oa^rktftr^ . 
tte.:cici2en:is- preparing to iwr^{i UHcra 
Roifiatt'iblclier^ n^ daljrwith aro^;.]^ ^ 
vkb bis pmvifion for a givca^.tipife an^,, 
fuckJbas'glrcady: happ^^^ ip ^ foutli^^^ 
department^) ail eightyrfifth pa^t 9f,J^^ 
republki' where five miUionspf.mo^eyi^.* 
andi aflifted.by their. neigl\b9Uf5^Jbr^. 
thottfand ruen were jcaifed in.afifw d^ysj^, 
to iepel :aa unexpedled atta<;k« Alr^ j^ . 
i&the gri»t<^Uy oC F^nchtnen com* 
p«tftig,bitt one acoiyj an4 Fianw.becojnv-. 
ingrbtttonc vaftcamp^ ^bere tticwhole 
ta& Js.of wart where ^v€xy jdbing tends! 
to -war, mhfii^t:^h lab^p-, fa^f thw ;pf . 
iKfecflBtfy %pJW5;i3C ix^a^e4iat^ exift?. 

ence. 



hai^^they^ b%ifh^6 pifcpardiAfcmftivwf: 

mitwfe ifg^ififtcany fiflifter :«9cnn :a%e . 

trStxnfiig'themto difciplipeby tersoffaod . 
thVeatcaingsibiac of ihisthcfo powers jn;? 
ii6tftifflcfenrfy aware, i A few^ tiv)mhsi>£'< 
^Huki ' fcTf v^i<^, iaidded lo^ t^e^ prjepacatMt'f 
sitHiidf mad6,. miikes a ^Eicnchaian a.i 
fdaict f^Wehav€ feenic id America i-^i 
l^i^^iUion ftdw j:aifed:witt not .be tbu. 
milf?dn oF*tlie next campaigiv^ tbey^uiill/ 
retiirn to their homes, a< part at l^ft»? 
arid' \)e • i^placed' % th^sir -bradifenrrkEi 
arrffs^l^ Whlift^ difs^ ibrce i$:ufed lic^ littj 
purpc>fes of felf^dcfencey Fr^rt cfamdii>i re^j , 
tarred from tht eitoi' into' whiKh tb^: 
had titeti Ic^i ^^faei^ tempted by Hac^f^y 

' -' G 6 vocares 
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voeates in ^very generous mind ; and as 
the *^'threatcned cruiadc of ruffian def* 
pots" (againd wliich a celebrated writer, 
affuredly unfufpcded of republican opi- 
, nions, ; has hurled the force of unparal- 
leled eloquence and virtuous indignation) 
is not only attempted but a^ually put 
into execution, the intervening circum- 
flanc^s of horror, which criminate the 
nation only as they are yet unpuniflied 
(for in thofe atrocious deeds the nation 
had no concern), will not have changed 
that fentinient which confiders the pre- 
fent attack *^ an outrageous infringe- 
ment on the laws of nations, and. a favage 
cpnfpiracy againft the written and un- 
written rights of man," 

But, if we might adventure in thefe 
eventful days to look beyond the pre- 
fent moment, and- brave the ridicule of 
prophecy, " the black and lowering 
fkorm which threatens foon to overfpread 

the 
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the face of all Europe, and overwhelm 
in one common ruin every loofe rem- 
nant and every faint veftige of Hberty/* 
though it may conftittue a new, will no 
longer form a treititndous fpeftacle.— 
However novel iii theory, and pernicious! 
in pradice, may be the counfcls of thofe 
fanguinary fanatics, who have unbiuib* 
ingfy and unfeelingly provoked the un- 
fparing fword of foreign potentate.^, to 
point It, without any other end than 
tyranny, againft the bofoms of French- 
men, the refiftance to this tyranny will 
be as novel as the attack, and the even** 
tual triumph [ over the invaders will 
be as fignal as this projefted profcrip- 
tion. 

It cannot be diflembled, that, I;ow- 
ever difgufted the inhabitants of other 
countries may be with French politics, 
the principles on which Frenchmen pro- 
fefs to aft are' received as fpeculativc 

truths 



mAhs'wkh nearlpa- general: ialfent./.Ji r 
thek* ktci «»sfiwt\ttief; have rendered^ 
thetH' fuffickmiy wife-^f the canftica- 
Vion' about itfO)beifFdmed.fefto»ifnteriial 
order, and' aflure individual liberty a^ ^ 
protdftbn, which hangs^ at prefcnt on '^ 
ih^ ioofe will igf focicty alone, the efforts 
of all 'Europe will not Ibafcc them ftoni.- ^ 
thetc pur{»ofer The continuance of thefe 
efibrfis may, however, produce another 
cffea, and. prefcnt a fpcdacle equally < 
new aad treqaesfdous to tyranny, as thajt 
which haft lately menaced the caufe of 
general freedom. K this ftruggle con^ . 
tinue long, r Frenchmen will become ' 
ftrong in proportion as ihcir adverfaries 
become weak ;^ and, loikig that habit jo& 
indulgence and luxury> which courts 
and ^Cbocraiical manners have produced.; * 
amoBg&themi they not only will become^ 
foldiersof defence>bm foongrow intD wuc^ t ^ 
riors o£hardy>JULmckw .WMioin.ofStad«': : 
ing apiflft,thetp«nfiipl«R,|bey b»Yf o|i- 
^ - '^ ginally 



> 
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ginally. laid dcdaror- ^ce ^n^inwarwit *f r. « 
an;enemy's t$rn£bry)bibut ^(sdefiitfe q| ir 
tbetr awn>>ilMis forced 'into tnastiftl hib '? 
bits, they ioajr hecQmc^tn£4piible;of ..r^^i: 
fiftlog t^tt impul£ei' V E&isg. itiU joa tfa<^ ;n 
defi^iifiv^; we may fed them> likej.tbet.t 
nortbefA nations in tlie (i^th centtsryj 
overfpreadiDg Europe ; notincontempti^' 
blc iniitaftion of thofe ferocious robbers^ ' 
adding :fcraps. of country to their own^: 
in ; the- filly fpirit of puerile fraterniza^; ^ 
tion ; but avenging their wrongs in the ^ 
overthrow of their oppreflbrs ; and, after •. 
having taken the price of war, kave the* ; 
fubjeds of the driven tyrants t;o return^ : 
again under the yoke, or form jan inde- 
pendent government for therafelves. . 

This may be a waking dream s bpty if - 
the princes were wife, they would fcek a ^ 
pretence for peace; and, by theiir, re*a^ 
moval ^ora the territory, call on the i> 
French ;in the language of Ai}chi&si:> ik 

^ Ife, ptitKil nt tinta attidiUa!rurftit€*eB^P»- > 

^ncid. lib. vi._ 

The' 
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The friend of humanity indulges the 
hope, that this iron fcourge of war may 
yet be fufpended. Confiderations of 
amicable adjiiftment, they fay, have al- 
ready taken place. The prince of Co- 
bourg, like his predeceffor the Duke of 
Brunfvvick, has fent before him his mani- 
fefto in the form of propofitions,^ but in 
a ftyle altogether diflimilar. To judge 
from this and a few other incidents, we 
may hope that the world is in a ftate of 
improvement when it was leafl: expe<5t- 
cd. Brunfwick invaded, and La Fayette 
-betrayed, eight months fince, to over- 
throw the laft conftitution, becaufe it ^ 
was too free. The prince of Cobourg 
and Dumourier invade and betray at 
prefent, to eftablilli that conftitution, 
becaufe they judge it to be juft free 
enough; and, if I am rightly informed, 
the laft jnanifefto which was received 
does not infift on royalty making a com- 
ponent part y being -unexcepcionabk *in 

moft 
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itioft Other points, but that which is of 
the firft moment, namely, that France 
can never permit any foreign auihority 
to mix in her internal concerns. 

This acknowledgment of the right 
of the people to have formed that confti- 
tudon (though it be confildered of very 
trivial importance by Frenchmen whe- 
ther the coalefced powers acknowledge 
it or not) will furely provoke the ire pf 
Mr. Burke, who confiders the making 
or mending of conftitutions as fo danger- 
ous an employment, that our forefathers,, 
feared at the monument they had raifed 
to freedom, in the revolution attempted 
a century fince, vowed and fwore, for 
themfelvcs and their children*s children, 
according to this hiftorian, never to unw 
dertake fuch uncouth and peftilential 
projeds again. But if tlie orator, hear, 
ing of this conccflion to rebels arid regi* 
cides, ftiould lift up his iron voice at the 
treafbn of Cobourg againft^' the rights cyf 

kings. 



kings^*Vthus.conKjefccnd!r>g to offer pit>* 
pofitioBSto.cauifiswho ihould ** be pur- 
facd ohly with the hfti of the beadle/' 
like 'the f evoked ilave$ of Syracufc--*- 
what Deity canr be invoke P-*^ 

Who (lull give him the power of Ian* 
guage, or Itmgs^fpr utterance, whea he 
karns rbe dechioQ of the chiefs united 
ii^ the cflfufer oiF royalty, againtt on^ 
whofe claims on their protedion^ for her 
tank^ as well as her misfortunes^ Ihoutd 
Kave entitled her to every fentiment of 
irefpeft> and every feeling of humanity 
and pity ? One does not look for miKk 
beroifm, or ^ven any confiderable excp- 
tiqn of maghanimky from thofe chiefs: 
the caufc they have undertaken infpi res 
tieither } and therefore it was very much 
in. the order of ^e day at that time, in 
Brabanty to take all the advaotages 
^bieli trakcirs of ^reafon* cbuid furhiflv.' 

A-ccordingly 
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Accordingly the deputies of the Con- 
vention wire delivered into the hand^ of 
the Aoftrians by Dumouricr; and Gd- 
bouTg font them prifoticrs to Maeflrichf. 
One does not enquire into the right of 
committing this oflfence againft the law 
of nations. The morality or juftice of 
the events that are taking place are no 
topics of confidemtion ; hut it wo\ild 
ha^ve been fome proof of Cobouo^'s fin« 
cerity, when he proteAed his adftiirlitioA' ^ 
of the French, and his folicitude foir 
their friendfliip, to have given fomft evi^^ 
dence in refufing to becortte an accort*' 
plioc in this unlawful deed. Livy tfelfe-^ 
us^that, when the pedagogue of Fefci-i 
nium betrayed thefons of the principal 
inhabitants into the power of GamiUusj ^ 
who was bcfieging the place ; the dila- 
tor, ftruck with abhorrence at the trcach-i' 
ery, fenthim back, ftripped and hound, j. 
to iji(^ parents of thofe boys,i who. were i 
each fi4rnifl»ed w^Ub^jTodstQ p<ii<iiSrjkiin.«' 
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in the conveyance. His gencrofity was 
not unrewarded. And had Cobourg 
adted thus, it .might have been fatal to 
the liberty of France. But who would 
expeft to find a Camillus in Gobourg* ? 
Several propoficions had beetl made 
for the recovery of thofe commiflaries 5 
but none had fucceeded. Some princes, 

* MinellmS) m his Commentary on the 12th ode 
of the firft boo^ of Horace^ furnifhes a fingle inci- 
dent in which there is fome co*incidence. I quote 
it for the fingularity :r-. 

<« L. F. CamiUus, Romfi a Gallis Senonibuscaptii 
GalHs in auro appendendo jam occupatis, cum exer- 
cltu intervenit, eofque, fexto poft Romam captam 
mcnfe, ex Italic expuUt." 

Thustranflated: 
The Prince of, Cobourg, when Bruffefe was 
taken by the fraternizing Frenchmen who were 
in the ad of (hewing their brotherhood by robbing 
the churches and plundering the inhabitants, under 
the protedion of commifTarles of the Convention, 
came on thenl at Aix-la-Chapelle with his armyi 
and drove them out of Brabant, after they had beeu 
in poffeffioQ^tf Bruffels nearly fix months.'* 

prifoners 
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prifoners of war, were ordered tsc^ 
ftridler confinement as hoflagtf ; hjt 
princes are common in Germanj, a8»d 
their fate had little to mtete& tijc re> 
raainder of the caft. The depot of de* 
puties was thought too valuable to be 
thus cheapened ; and the committee of 
public fafety were ot the fame o^miion ; 
but, prefuming on the fincerity of the 
attachment to royalty, for which the de- 
ftruftion of thoufands was then meditat- 
ing, they imagined it might be confi- 
dered as an equivalent, if they offered 
the queen in exchange for thofe cap- 
tives.. I had little doubt, at the time 
the offer was made, but that it would 
have been thankfully accepted ; and re- 
joiced that this unhappy woman was at 
length afTured of her efcapfe from the 
horrors which the Mountain favages had 
projefted, and even prepared, at the 
fitted moment, to put into execution 
againft her. 

Alas! 



' Aba! not to PratW?e iltihe is the 'day 
x}{ calciilatrori peculiar— ^riotbnly from, 
tliis ficretofore 'gallant Couhtrjr b the age 
ofthivklry fled-^lf feventeen years ago 
^^ ten thbufan^d fwords would have leapt 
from their fcdbbards to avenge a look of 
mfult o&red to this morning ftar,- juft 
lighting on the orb,fuJl of life, and fplen- 
dour and joy*'— what, in the effence of 
chivalry coUeded from all nations, ought 
to have been the transport when it was 
propofed, not with the ardour of courtly 
paflion to fall proftraie before this fplen- 
did luminary, but to mourn over it, 
(horn of its beams; not to revenge an 
imaginary look of infult, but to relieve 
from deep and fubftantial diftrefs ; * not 
to draw thfe fantaftic fword, buttoftrike 
off the chains that had entered her foul! 
■Oh ! could the orator have fearched the 
Vorld around for his ** nation t)f xava- 
fiers,'- here Would he have refted'hrs 
wtary foot in farety-~nor would it have 
' ^ entered 



<i^ried bis iffiggMfioe^ dac a qacn cf 
Frapce could^ even in dicfc taglonocs 
da.y3» have been pot into compccuioci 
by. them with Conventional miffionarics 
-^tjie country " curate/' aod tbe ** eod« 
icb promoter of village war and vexa- 
tion,'* the provincial attorney? Nor 
would he ever dream of awsdcenin^ 
from this delightful vilion^ to contem* 
plate it thus dilhonoured by fuch vulgar 
uncouth realities* Thefe princes, on 
w;hom, abandoned. by the reft of the 
world, (he might have caft an imploring 
eye with the hope of fucconr ; on whom 
(he bad fo many claims for ailiftaoce^ 
ftom family connc&ion and perfonil at- 
tachrnent, to fay nothing of royal fymr- 
pathies, or the commendable fpirit of 
chiv^ry that one might haye cxpefled 
the^caufeof fo illuftrious a fuffercr 
wpuld have reyived aniongft them j have 
irdcdted diis offer )vith the cool qommcr- 
ciji}: €pMcnapt of wared lavages, wbQ, 
,. V < grown 
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grown too wife to exchange their valu- 
able commodities for the baubles and 
trinkiets of European dealers, demand 
wares more like the real worth. 

The committee have been difappoint- 
cd in this negotiation. They knew, in- 
deed, the value of the exchange on both 
fides ; but they did not fufped that the 
. princes were nearly as intelligent in this 
fort of traffic as themfelves : for, though 
rpyalty may yet be in fome eftimation 
amongft thefc chiefs, yet a, queen, and 
probably the remains of the whole royal 
family, are not fhe price of a minifter 
and ' four commiffaries, taken from 
amidft the plundering, confifcating (I 
forget the orator's other epithets) demo- 
cracy, pure then, even in his eyes, com- 
pared with the atrocious blazon of their 
newly committed crimes. 

My intention in relating this anecdote 

was only to have noticed the change of 

opinion taking place in the world, with 

5 refped 
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ircfpeft to the progreflive and relative 
value of chefc heretofore highly eftimated 
objects, amongft thofe even who ftand 
forth their avowed defenders. It can*, 
not be fufpecled, that^ In bringing to 
your remembrance any of Mr. Burfcg's 
extravagancies, I meant to . reflect with 
the flighted irreverence on misfortune; 
to which, indeed, the pofleflion of all 
Mr, Burke*s wit and eloquence (and no 
one has ever deemed more highly of* 
them than Inyfelf ) would riever , tempt 
me: but ^^bo can help lamenting that 
kis romance on the French revolution 
Ihouid have been produftive of Co wide 
an evil ? It may flatter the vanity of 
this fanciful writer, to know that hi$ 
work has been ftudied by queens, and 
kings, and princes, and cavaliers ^ b<}( 
this vanity will be tempered wiihf<^m^ 
jQight r^morfe, when he is aflTured thaiC 
he is often curftd by thefe deluded vic- 
tims, as one amongft the auth9rs 6f 
/VOL, IV. H their 
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tbeir misfortunes. To have injured the 
caufe he meant to defend was not in his 
iwention ; yet fuch unhappijy.has been 
the effeft, which I do not ftate from idle 
report, fince many in the unfortunate 
clafs of fuffcrcrs from t e favage laws of 
national baniftiraent have given me re- 
peated inftances of the delufion. Of 
this delufion I have myfelf too often wit- 
neffed the fatal confequences; and my 
heart has not been fo fteeled with demo- 
cracy, but that I have hazarded much in 
defence of thefe unhappy.exiles. When 
I contemplate this crowd of individual 
diftrefles, the profpeft of the better age 
feems too much dimmed, furveycd 
through this thick atmofphere of,evil, to 
offer much delight-, and ojie lickens at 
the mafs of intermediate calamity^ though 
-one has the afTurance of the philofophic 
poet*, peculiarly applicable to the pre- 

fent 

boXXft 
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fentcircumffeuicesi and thai alfo of au- 
thority which cannot err, that evil as* 
well as good is of divine original, and 
permitted only for the wifeft defigns. 

The laft example I have to offer is. 
alfo interefting to Mr. ^urke, as it rc- 
fpeds the '* Majefty of the Church/'—^ 
A century ago the fpirit of perfccuiion 
drove from France multitudes of its beft? 
and moil induRrious inhabitants, th'e^ 
froteflants; as the fame fpirit of fana- 
ticifm lately difcovcred in England by 
" the favages of Birmingham," againff 
thebefl; informed and moft 'valuable of 
its citizens, the Diffenters, is likely to 
promote from thence a fimilar emigra^ 
'tion/ \, ' 

In the hi[lory''of the rcvocatiorf Qf» 
the edift of NuntZ'^ every hne ^remem^ 
hers the arguments which -were Jurged'to 

*i • 8ophocK-I btlieVc thd>yrichinii?'. 
* Hz obtain 
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obtain it> and the pious e&hortations of 
the reverend confcflbr wbo was mod in- 
ftrumcntal to procure and enforce it. Air 
the leading events of that unhappy and 
^relating period ruflied on my mind a 
few days fince> from the Angular contrail 
of the fcene then before tne. The Bifliop 
of Calvados was in the honourable lifl of 
thofe profcribed in the infolent petition 
of the Commune of Paris, In a fpeech 
full of wit and eloquence he cleared 
himfelf» to the conviction of his accu* 
iersj from the charges brought againft 
him; one of whidhj it feems^ was the 
excels of his piety, if one may judge 
ftom the ftyle of his defence. The bifl)op 
thought himfelf obliged to offer fome 
apology for bis faith. And> though Mr. 
Buiiie well knows^ notwithftanding his 
kmentaiions over the £dlen honours of 
the churchy that one hundred and fifty- 
one millions of livres are paid annually to 
diofe wIm> weft and are yet concerned in 

its 
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its fupport, it would have grieved him 
fore' to have witnefled an infiance of 
fuch degradation, as that of a Catholic 
bi(hop apologi2ung for his belief, in a 
country lately fo Chriftian, and before 
the prefident of the fupreipe power in 
Church and State, wUb happened to be 
at that time M. La Source, a Proceftant 
pricft. 

The Convemioti at this time ftructfc 
out from . their Bill of Rights the ar- 
tkle which fand^Ioned public worfhip^ 
^nd from motives the moft reverend, for 
they begin to underftand the queftiotu 
National faicji is near its clofe, fo hr as 
it is nacionaU . It will firft dwindle into 
adminiftrative and \ municipal : regular 
tion; and it will not be long fromthi^npe 
«re religion will rife to^its native dignitj^, 
tand find fupport in itko^ enejjgy of ate 
mixiftis,. and? the evidence ofUcs truthls^ 
irom> the voluntary . ^prdteftion; of > an 
rnlightcajed people i ..ssfho >wiHi a0k»<m' 
H^ ledge 
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icdgc it as the firtneft bafis whereon to 
build their prcfenr and future hopes* 

Releafed from the fopperies and cor- 
ruptions of the church, its tenets then 
(hall be no longer removed from the ap- 
prehenfions or belief of its votaries, as 
the philofophic and infidel biftorian has 

-aflerted of our own eftabliftimenr, tBe 
articles of whofe faith ie reprefems as 
yet in this ftatc of removal, though 
fubfcribed by their rnbre immediate de- 
fenders, with either a figh or a fmile: for 
the apprwal of moft of the principles of 

.this revolution doei not imply an appro- 
bation of the means by which they are 
always carried into effeft. It is to be la- 
mented that the principle and the exe-. 

.cation are fomjetimes at .variance; yet 
we are not to condemn the one for the 

•defefl of the other. PiincipJes are eter-r 

.iial: circumftanccs only change. — ^The 

good will remain written in brafs — the evil 

will evaporate like water. Ignorance and 

, paflioa 
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paflion will deny the cxiftcnce of any 
poffible good; but the denial proves ic 
only to- be that of ignorance or paffion. 
When we talk to them of the equal pro-- 
tcction given to every, member of fo- 
cicty by the laws, they,, (hew us the 
lift of emigrant nobility* whofe former 
habits, not brooking fuch equality, have 
forced them into guilty or voluntary ex- 
ile.— If we fpeak to them of the people 
afluming thicir rights, and> by means .of 
wprcfOTtafioD, laying the: bafis.of a free 
governnie»t,!theyv like Anthony^ " (hafcc 
before our eyes the bloody robe;" and, 
though we cannot be forced into an ap- 
proval of tyranny or treafon, the exhibit 
tion melts us into* tears. Like them, we 
ftarc back with horror .at the -favagc 
Scptembriots, and imprecate cwrfca on 
their heads. Like them we deteft the 
tyranny, and mock the filly menaceof 
forcing the world to be free: but do 
they i with us-, feel the fame horror at the 
H4 firft 
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firft German manifeflocs, direatening 
what thcfe others executed; or make due 
apology for the ambitions rcfentment of 
an injured people, who, under the.guife 
of pbilofbphy and the foft title of affili- 
ation, were running headlong into the 
tyranny they condemned ? Their tri- 
umphs would be ftiort, did they fee bow 
our hearts are torn with anguifh at 
fcenes where they only aflfed forrow; and 
they would be difappdipted in their pur- 
)>ofe bf infliAing pain^ did they know 
liov every true friend of liberty and the 
rational principles of the French revolu- 
tion partakes in their joy, though on 
grounds widely different, in the effefts 
iDf the late defeat. Were the tree of li- 
berty planted in France to be torn up 
by the roots, it has fiouriihed too long 
not to (hake over other countries in the 
violence of its fall the precious feeds it 
already bears. The incefTant watchful- 
nels of the cultivator to keep from it 

the 
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the wild boars that would root it up, 
and to • frighten awjiy the eagles that 
would tear its branches, has forced him 
rnto a temporary negleft of its growth. 
Thefe ill-omened birds have affifted^ 
though with BO friendly beak^ to crop 
thofe fprouts, trefpaflSng on foreign foil, 
to which they afforded neither fruit nor 
(hade, but which have prevented the ne- 
ceffary fupply of both within; from 
whence,^ if it be pruned andi cultivated 
aright,, the gentle vvjnds of heaven will 
waft over every.country its ripened pro* 
duce; and, though this may for a time 
«< fall amongft thorns, and in ftony' 
places, and the fowls of the air oiay de- 
vour it," yet it will certainry at length 
find every where "the good ground 
fitted to receive itj and its produce wilt 
be fixty and a hundred fold/', 

If freedom be a bleffing, it muff be- 

known by its fruits; for where tumult 

and anarchy continue to deform, the 

H ^ filent 
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filent hut of defpotifm will be deemed 
the more pleafant abode* But where 
equal laws, wife inftruftion, rational 
faith, and virtuous conduA, conftituce 
order and happLnefs, all mankind will, 
become worfliippers in the Temple of 
Liberty; whofe corners will extend to 
the farthefl; ends of the earthy and whofe 
arch will be the vault of heaven.. 
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pAKn, Matxrh lypj. 



MABAM, 



TO do jufticc to thcfubjcft ofour Ute 
converfation, to trace the progrcfs of 
fo vaft an event as the French revolution, 
and to account for the erroneous opi- 
nions in England refpe^fting it, is a tafk 
to which I sun very unequal at prefent. 
But if a few hafly remarks on diefe points 
ihall be acceptable to you, it will give- 
me pleafure to have\^rittcn them. 

With the opinions of other nations I 
(hall not interfere ; I (hall confine my- 
felf to our own country* It was furely 
natural to liave fuppofed, that a free peo- 
ple would have rejofced in the freedom 
H6 of 
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of Others, It could not have been imx^ 
gincdi that thofe who had thcmfelvc* 
made a long and-fevcre ftruggle for li- 
berty, would have looked with an evil 
eye on the efforts of another nation to 
obuin that faxnr valuable bleffing : yet 
the rcvcrfe qf this has happened I The 
revolution of France was from the be- 
ginning viewed in a dubioiis light in 
Edgknd : as it advanced farther, it be- 
came more diilikedj and ioi its latter 
ftagesj it has been the objed of the higfi^ 
eft difguH said execration ! 

I djo not fpeak of die opinions of 
certain uoprincipltd ftatefmen, who rev 
gvd with pain the profperity of fur- 
rounding nations; and who, in their 
own, as well as' in other countries, are 
hoftile to whatever contribates to the 
advantage of the people- Their fyftertk 
has. always beei), to keep the people ia 
ignorance and debafement,, that they 
might have an apology for denying 

them 
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them power, ii> the argumeBt that they 
were unfit to be trufted with it; I da 
not fpeftk of the lower and ignorant 
elafs of the people, whofe minds have 
never been elevated above the old abfurd 
prejudices agarnft Frenchmen, Mrhon* 
they regard as their natural enemies. Nor 
do I fpeak of the prefent moment, when 
the two nations are at war: for on fuch . 
occaiions the paffions are excited^ and 
a nation, like an individual^ though not 
fure of being altogether in the right, 
yet, when attacked, will lofe its^temper, 
and abufe its opponent. My remarks 
ftiall be confined tO' the period precede 
ing hoftilities, and will refer chiefly to 
the middling, that is, to thetnoft difin^ 
terefted and the moft jadicious clafs of 
fociety. 

The History of the French revoli> 
tion^ may be given in {^ few paragraphd-^^ 
public abufes weretoo great, and too in* 
veterate, to be remedied by a gradual 

ref$rm^ 
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nfo-m. A revolution was neceflary ; and, 
in ordjer to bring it about, it was requi- 
. fitc to appeal to the power of the great 
body of the people. This appeal was 
made : the people rofe in general infur- 
redion, and deftroyed the Baftille ! The 
deftrudion of abufes followed of courie. 
A Cokstitutio'n was formed, not furely 
the bcft poffible, but the bcft that the 
circumftances permitted. The great 
majority of the nation received it with 
perfeft approbation, and the very few 
enlightened men, who would have pre- 
ferred a republic, faw fo little hope of 
obtaining it, or of its being permanent 
when obtained, that they acquiefced in 
the general opinion, and refolved to 
wait with patience, till the gradual pro- 
grefs of light and information ftiould 
prepare the nation for the complete tri- 
umph of principles over prejudice. 

M. de la Rdchefoucaulc faid to me, 
«< I have no doubt that a republic is the 

" mod 
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*♦ mod perfed form of gQVcrnment, but 
** I do not think it would be fuitable to 
*^ France. We are too corrupt to be re- 
" publicans. I doubt even whether yoa 
*^ in England have virtue enough for 
** it. America is the country for rc- 
** publicanifm.'* This idea was not 
peculiar to M. de la Rochefoucault. 
Others conceived the minds of the peo- 
ple not to be yet ripe for a republic ; and, 
on the whole, there was a perfeft acqui- 
ejcence in the limited monarchy formed 
by the Conftitdent Affembty. 

I wi(h particularly to dire(5l your at- 
tention to this fad, that you may be en- 
abled to judge who .were the authors of 
all the troubles and confufion, that have 
followed the period of unanimity and 
peace now defcribed. I fliall therefore 
beg leave to produce a few farther proofs 
. of the decided attachment that reigned 
amongft all ranks of men to the princi* 
pics then adopted, and which formed 

the 
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the bafis of the conftitution completed 
in 1 79 1. 

^ So univcrfel was the public opinion 
in favour of the monarchical fyflem, 
that even when the flight of the king, 
offered the faired opportunity of efta- 
blifhing a republic ; when Briflbt con- 
tended at the Jacobins, that the king 
ou^ht ia be tried^-^vrhcn Condorcet 

argued^ 

♦, Thofc Vrh9 declared" that tlic king ought to be 
triiJy did not therefore pisonounce that he ought to 
ht condemned* That was the queftion to be . exa- 
mined* But they argued^ that his inviolaiiGty could- 
not exempt him from a trial. 

I. Bedatife Hit inmoiabiii^ o{ the monaith is ia- 
feparkbly conneided with the riJj^onfiVfiij of hss 
ininifters. In every cafe there muft be fome one 
refponfible to the nation ; otherWife there is no li* 
berty, and the government is a defpotifm. In the 
cafe now alluded to, the king a6ted in a pubht ca* 
pacity, of his owA accord, aiid without the know* 
I^dge of hi» miniftersi He was therefore liable to 
be called to account for his condud like any other 
public officert- 

2. The 
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argued, in oppofition to a common 
prejudice, that a great and exttn^ 
five naiioh was not unfit for the republi* 
can form of government — when Thomas 
Paine and Achille du Chatelet formed A 
republican fociety, and began a journal 
under the title o( Le Re^licaifh-^^hca, 
befides all this, the popular focieties and 
the patriots, who influenced the public 
mind in every part of France, waited 
with anxiety for the decifion of the 
Aflbmbly, and Wdre prepared by thb 
circumftances to hatre acquiefced in it^ 
even had it anhotinced the inftant aboIi-» 
tion'of monarchy! tKe French legif- 
lators pardoned the fugitivt prince 

2, The iuviolabilitj granted to the king could 
not be iatended but for the prote£tidn of the con- 
ftitution, and was therefore to be limited to that 
obJeA. The king wa» inviolable in executing the 
conftitutiooy but not in endeavouring to dedroy it. 
No conftltution can gr^nt to any of its members 
a power to deftroy itfclf: the very idea of fuch a 
thing is an abfurdlty [ 

whboui 
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•without a trialy and preferved the mon- 
archy. 

I was then in Paris, and I afked feve- 
ral people what they thought of the con* 
duft of the Affembly. The fudden 
change of Barnave and others, from 
violent democracy to royalty^ they al- 
lowed to be fomcwhat fl range ; but they 
.appeared to be pkafed wkfa it, and ac- 
iquiefced heartily itj their^ ^proceedings, 
y The Frcncln", faid a pcrfon %o me, 
** caniiot do without a king» We hw^ 
y beet) too lo©g accttft<imed tojiavc one, 
/'and .we muft ba?cono ftUl,cven if he 
"were- made of wood!" — Had ajiy 
one replied, ^^But. this inefficient man 
^' cofis you fo dear*' — they would have 
anfwered, ^* True, but we muft have 
*^ him to fill the place, and keep out in- 
*' triguers !" Such ideas were fo uni* 
verfal, that thofe who had • manifefted 
any approbation of republicanifm fell 

into 
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into difrepute, and at length were re- 
duced lo total filence. TLe- moft ci>- 
lightened of them^ as 1 have already 
dated, Condorcet, Briffot, &c. gave 
up all hopes of the new fyftcm^ and 
1 clolvcd to wait till the time appointed 
for the reviiionof theconftitucion^ when* 
they prefuroed the progrefs of' reafbn 
and information. wouldr have prepared 
tlie public mind for farther changes. : 
The conftitution was compared, and 
accepted by the king* Tbasiar all >ya3 
well; and the greatcft revolution tlie 
world bad ever feeo was to all appear- 
ance conclmled with the fmalleft quan- 
tity of attending eviK You will remem- 
ber, that at this period Mr. Burke's 
declamations about the evils of the 
French revolution had lofl: all credit.'— 
Nobody pretended to juflify them— 
Ab ! bad that revolution ceafed there, 
or advanced forward afterwards only by 
the flow and peaceful progrefs of gentle 

reform* 
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reform, how happy would it have been 
for France, how falutary for Europe I 
But, alas ! this golden age of the French 
revolution was of (hoft duration. 

It was a great error in the conftitaent 
Affembly (fuppofing it jpoffible for them 
to have avoided it) to have allotted the 
king fo immenfe.a (alary as a oiillion 
mA a hialf darling a year. Such a fom 
in France was enormous, and the pof- 
feffion of it pbt it always jn the power 
6f an al^le prince to corrupt the legifla- 
tive body. The ariftocratic party at die 
^o^rt of Louis the fixtcenth determined 
to profit by this fcircumftance ; and they 
Well knew, that the very exiftence 
of' fuch a trvil lift would, by whetting 
expeftatiofa, without the adlual mifufe 
of it, fcrve as a powerful engine in fa- 
vour of royalty: " This party had often- 
fibly acquiefced in the conftitution : the 
circumftahccs^ tequirid this facrificc of 
them J butihcy'had fecreitly determined 
'iM.> on 
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on the de(^ruAioa of it. To effectuate 
this, they kept up a coope5^iotn with the 
emigrant princes, and ufed all their in* 
fldence with the kitrgi who being of a 
cbaraAcr too feel^le to be invariably 
honed, though genorally well- meaningt 
and too weak to be out of the reach of 
deception, though not entirely without 
underftanding— partly a ,d?ceivpr, but 
much more a dupej, was the fitted ,Qf all 
agents to forward their pujqpofes* 

Mean while, fome of their manoeuvres 
tranfpired from time to. time, ai>d oc-r 
caiioned great ferpaentdtioiD amongfl: a 
people jealous to diilra^ion of their 
newly-acquired liberty. The republican 
party became convinced, ^thatjevea the 
half-vidory which principle had gained 
over prejudice in the cpnftitution of 
1 79 1 would be lods &nd intelligent men 
|;)ecame generally perfua4ed^ that \ht 
prefiuiration of a fyftem of resl: freedom 
was incompatible with the exigence of a 
6 king 
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king pofleffeJ of vaft pcwer, and a 
civil lift of near a 'milHon and a half 
fterling a year. Three parties aow agi- 
tated theft ite, that of the EonJlkuHonaliJlsj 
\i^o ftill hoped that the fyftem formed 
in 1791 woiiid afrfWer'-T-di^y were the 
moft niimeroirs : -tliat' (Mxht CaurtisrSi 
^v!io wiflied to btln'^ back the 9ld fyftem 
-^chey \Vere the to 6ft' opulent and artful : 
and that' of the Repablkans, who were 
neither powerful nor wealthy. 

Thefe parties kept up an inceffant 
ftrnggle ; and it was ftill greater in re- 
ality than in appearance: It was a real 
civil war, 'wirliout the name. 'There4 
f:fublicans exerted every nerve to dimi- 
riifti the power of the monarch, which 
experience indeed had proved to bcdan- 
gerous and alarming. The . courtiers 
prbfited by this circtimftance, to per* 
fiTade a weak 'prince, chat thti^e was a 
fettled de%ft to deftroy the monarchy. 
As I do not' ftifcah to enter into details, 

Ifor^ 
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I forbear to mention a muhhuJe of cir* 
cumftances that might be .alleged . ia 
proof of thefe affcpipns, and haften on^ 
to my Conclufi;on# r 

War was declared agaiuft Auftria and 
PruQU ; and the republican party, to pro-* 
teft the . capkal. whigh was tbreaiened^' 
and partly to gugrd againft tl>e defigns 
of the court,, obtained a decree for:efta- 
blifliing neftr. Paris an army of 20,000^ 
men. The kingreCufed to fan 61 ion it ^op-* 
pbfed bis. veto aJfOf.to the decree againft 
the puefts, and finally difmifled the patri-* 
otic minifters, Roland, Claviere, and Ser^ 
van.' The war bccan?e;,oow open and a- 
vowed : the people broke? into the Tuilt 
leries oh the 20th of June, Qn the .aSib 
Lac Fayette> who h^. quitted. his arn^y> 
catnc to Pairs ,to .declare, againft the Ja* 
cobins* : TQ>v8rds,»th.e: eixi of July th? 
Marfeilloi^ arrived.; — ^Thcy had been grft 
invited tcricoftcur in the eerfA^Quy of tli^ 
i foede- 
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foederation ; but the principal objedk o£ 
Aeir journey was doubtlefs to fupport 
the patriots agaiftft the court. — A re* 
port having been fpread) that a plot was 
formed to attack the palace^ the royalifts 
Collcflied 5 and the krng, who but a little 
before had declared that he wanted no 
guard but his people, but who, never- 
thelefs, had (till kept the Swifs guards 
about him, in op{>ofition both to the 
conftitution and to an exprefs decree of 
the Affembly, fuffered himfelfnow to be 
furrounded farther with troops of armed 
men* 

•The people viewed thefe proceedings 
with e^reme drfconteht. A new report 
was fpread, and gained credit, that an 
attack Was meditated on the National 
Convention by thfe Cotirt ; that the prin- 
cipal patriots in Paris were to be facri- 
ftccd — lifts of profcription were handed 
iAk)uu* the combat became mortal, as 

Petioh 
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Petioa fays, between the pec^Ie apid the 
court—** one or other of them muft 
fall V — The people rofe in infurrcdlioA 
the loth of Augufti and menaced che 
palace— the guards fired on them ; a 
fierce battle enfued^ which terminated in 
the ruin of the monarchy, the captivity 
of the king, and the eftabli(hment of 
the republic. 

Thefc events appeared fo extraordi- 
nary to us In England, that at 6r0: we 
did not know what to think of them ; 
and for a long time our opinion was un* 
favourable. But when circumftanc^s 
were better known, when the treadiery 
of the court was more fully developed, 
and when wq found men pf refpcdtabi- 
lity and worthy fuch as Garat, Rabau^, 
&c. declaring their complete adherenqe 
to the new fy(l;em,and their perfeft c^n- 
vi6lIon that the revolution of the i^qtk 
of Auguft wa^ as neoeflary as fM o( tike 
14th of July J we acquiefced in their 

VOL. IV. I opinion. 
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optnton, and recognized a republic, to 
which, rtot republicans by their efforts, 
bnt courtiers by their infinccrity, had 
given cxiftence. 

This aEcoND infprreftion, had, how- 
ever, an effedt which was not forefeen at 
the time, but which has been feverely 
felt fince^ It fet the minds of the people 
afloat, after they had been completely 
tranq.uillifed ; and augmented their na- 
tural fufpicion of their governors, to a 
degree almoft incompatible with the 
exiftence of government. 

Ic is eafy to fee how this came about. 
When the people were called upon to 
dqliver themfelves from their tyrants, 
and eftablifli in their place l^al gover- 
nors^ their duty was clear : nothing was 
wanting but an adequate force — the ob- 
jeft was fimple, and fpeedily accorp- 
pliChcd* Here the revolufi$mfry ftmer 
oi the people fiiould have ceafed : ^nd 
here it would have ceafed^ but for the 

treachery 
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treachery of the court ! The Baftille was 
deftroyed— i-the old dcfpotifm overthrown 
-—the rights of man declared, and a con* 
ftitution formed. The people were fatif- 
fied — fo fatisfted that, as 1 have already 
mentioned, thofe who vviflied to carry 
improvements farther, inftead of receiv- 
ing the thanks of their fellow-citizens, 
were blamed and traduced *. Much has 
been faid, fince the time of Roufleau, 
refpedting ^' the Social Contra^.'* Here 
was a complete example of one : a fair 
bargain was entered into between the 
nation and the court (I do not fay the 
kingj becaufe his total want of charadter 
renders it impoffible to know when he*** 
aded from himfelf and when from the im* 
pulfe of others) ; the firft was fincere, and 

*.Briflbt, fpeaking of 1791, fay?, that cren then 
the Jacobins trembled at the name of repuUicantfm 
— ^nd Robefpifrre (hf<;nded bimfelf agaipfl; the 
imputa^on, Difcours, 0£t. ^4^ 1752. 

I 2 would 



172 LETTERS 

would have kept its word ; the laft was 
deceitful, and by its deceit became the 
author of a Second Revolxttion ! 

This fecond revolution coft much to 
bring it about : it was a fevcre eflfort.— 
The Jacobins, inflexible friends of the 
people, called loudly for it, long before 
it took place, and, as it often hiappens to 
popular aflemblies, fomewbat imprudent- 
ly and rudely. Many of the conftku- 
tionalifts, on the other hand, ill informed 
as to the d^figns of the court, alarmed 
at the violehce of the Jacobins, and 
fearing that the portion of liberty which 
they had already attained might be loft 
in the dangerous effort to obtain more, 
abandoned the caufe of the people, and 
became in a more or lefs degree royalifls. 
Of this number was La Fayette, whom 
the exaggeration of ideas here has con* 
verted into the bkckeft of traitors, but 
whofe condu6k I think may be perfeftly 
w^ll explained without the fufpicionof 

ill 
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in intention; or who, at the utmoft^ I 
think^ from the perfonal knowledge I 
have had of his integrity and lote of 
liberty, could only have been the diipc of 
defigning men around him, who induced 
him ro co-operate with them on pre. 
tences totally difTerent from their real 
views* 

From thefe circumftanccs, you fee. 
Madam, how it happened, that the peo- 
ple, who had originally only to decide 
between the fupporters of the old fyftem, 
their avowed enemies, and the promo- 
ters of the new, their avowed friends 5 
were now called to the difficult tafk of 
deciding between different claffes of men, 
who equally profeffed attachment to 
their intereft, and only differed in the 
mode of promoting it.' Xhis was an 
affair infinitely complicated, and to 
which their intelligence was totally un- 
equal. What was, in fuch a cafe, to be ex- 
1 3 ped^ed) 
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peded? Exadlythat which has happened. 
Firft, they began to attach themfelvcs in 
preference to perfons in the lowed claffes 
of life. This was natural 3 for we are all 
inclined to place moft confidence in thofe 
of our own ftation. ladecd, there afe 
but few of ihc fnperior ranks, under the 
old governments of Europe, who feel 
fiifficie^tly the dignity of man^ arki the 
comparative triviality of his artificial ap- 
pendages, to pay that humane attention 
to inferiors, which alone can infpire- 
efteem or conciliate afFedion 1 Nor was 
it merely the preference of perfons in 
lower lifej that was to be reckoned an 
evil ; but unfortunately almoft all in that 
rank of life in France were extremely 
ignorant, and confequently incapable of 
executing with wifdom or propriety the 
functions of legiflators. Even this was 
not all : the people became, in numerous 
ipftances, the dupes of impudence and 

falfe 
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faffe pretenfions. Men Vho had the art 
of fpeaking plauiibly iaipofcd upo9 
their imaginations; violence ufurpcd ch^ 
place of real courage ; effrontery fervcd 
infttrad of argument i and every one, in 
proponion tp the extravagance and ex- 
^^ggt^ration of his ideasj was deemed more 
truly the FRIEND of the PEOPLE. 

Such is thie ftatc of things at prefent 
in France : at leaft, whatever other ideas 
may be entertained of it by the French 
themfelves, I am well perfuaded, fuch is 
the judgment pronounced upon it by 
impartial Europe. We arc of opinion, 
that owing to the operation of the caufes 
formerly mentioned, every aflcmbly has 
been worfe compofed than the one that 
preceded it, and of courfe the prefrnt 
Convention worft of all. The number 
of ignorant heads, and confequently the 
power of men of bad hearts, has been 
continually inaeafing. I am .clear, 
1 4 how- 
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however^, that ' ilie great majority of flic 
tlirce aftemblies have been well-meaning 
and worthy men. But good intention 
is not atone fufficjcnt to conftkutc'a le- 
^iflatdr, ' 

Ic is a (ingular and melancholy confi* 
deration, that at prefeat the great cha.* 
rafters who began the revolution, and 
to whofe talents and exertions the chief 
merit of it is due, have either difappear- 
ed, or are reduced to filence and obfcu- 
rity. I will not fpeak of Barnavc or 
Montefquieu ; let even La Fayette and 
ClcrmontTonnerrebe reckoned of doubt- 
ful merit ; but impartial Europe demands 
why La Rochefoucault became the vic- 
tim of popular fury ? fhe denlands where 
is honeft Manuel, where is Bailly ? why 
(he hears little of ingenious Roederer ? 
and who are the men t6 whom France 
now gives tjiat confidence in her fenate 
which (he (hould have conferred on Pe- 
* - tion, 
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tipn, Briflbt, Condorcet, Sieycs, and 
Buzoc ? The fa£t is^ that at a time when 
all arts arc abforbed in the (ingle one of 
SfisAKi^G| or rather of declaiming}, 
when noife drowns calm argument, and 
lungs fupply the place of reafon — ^when, 
finally, the clamours of ignorant and 
unprincipled tribunes are eonftanUy 
raifedagainft every meafure that is not 
exaggerated or ferocious, the man of 
modeft worth, the. fagc and the philofo- 
pher, will keep filenceu 

The miniftry i« better compofed, if 
we.e35cept the Jacobin Pache *, to whofe. 
incapacity alone it was owing that Du? 
mourier failed in the conqueff of HbU 
land. The machinations of a< fjidtion, 
acting, on popular ignorance, chafed 
away the. virtuous Roland, whom all 
Europe revered J but Garat remains, and. 
his other colleagues poffcfs the reputa- 
tion, of talents and virtue. For tliis rw- 

♦ Now Mayor of Pant.. 

I 5 ^ fOA) 
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fbn perhaps, at fuch a period as this, 
they are unable to do any thing. Such 
men are not fit inffruments for the fac- 
tion that reigns. The munidpality of 
Parrs; which rs Very differcnriy eornpd^ed, 
domineers over all, and is fupported' by 
the fedions J now for the mod part de- 
fcrted by the intelligent part of the citi* 
zens, and by the yacohins^ who are as 
unlike to what that fociety originally 
was, as modern Italy is to ancient 
Rome. 

If we (hould refume the whole of 
this narration, we fhould find that the 
prbgrefs of the French revolution may 
-be divided into the following ftages. 
I. 

That in which the people and the arif- 
tocracy united to limit the monarchy, 
July 14, 1789. 

II. 

That in which the people began to 

deftroy the ariftocracy, with the concur- 

O rcnce, 
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rence, in appearanc? ^t Jeaft, of the ma- 
jority of the nobles. The real period of 
this was Auguft 4, 1789^ when privir, 
leges were given up, and feudal rights- 
abohflied. But, in compliance with po* 
pular ideas, we may fix it at June 20, 
179c, when titles were aboliflhed. 

Ilf. 

That in which the ariftocracy, who 
had- hitherto acted with the people, 
coalefced with the court againft the peo- 
ple. This period commenced imme. 
diately after the return of the king^ 
June 25, 17^1, and was marked by the 
defedion of Barnave^ the Lamethsj, 
&c. &c. 

IV. 

That irt which the people def&oye* 
at once both the monarchy- and the ari- 
ftbcracy, and eftaWiflied the '"republic,. 
Auguft 10, 1:792. 



^ • v.- 

TliM in which the people di\?ided 
amongft therofelv^, ^nd bccaiiie rhe 
prey pf fadioM men ; Nvhen a minority, 
both in the Convention and in the Coun- 
try at large, governed the majority. Tub* 
ducd by fear. This period of anarchy 
commenced foon after the loth of Au- 
guft : its progrefs is marked by the 
mafTacre q{ the priibners the (econd of 
September 1792, and the pillage of the 
grocers, the 23d and 26th of February, 

1793^ 

Thus, in the courfe of four years, has 
France> partly from her own fault, but 
"muehmorc from the fault of unfortunate 
circumftances, paffed from defpotifm^ 
through the ftages oi limited monarchy^zxiA 
rcfublicamfmy to anarchy^ which is cer- 
tainly bcgun^ but of which I hope the 
reign will OQt be long* 

You 
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You will perhaps bk difpofcd at pre- 
fent , to put a cjueftioa to* mc^^^hy I 
haye faid nothiog of the kcssmA of $^^ ' 
tember ? Truly 1 ftiouW JiAve been gted* 
to have blotted out for (ever the remem* 
brance of that horrid ddy«-but impartial, 
hiftoryj which in a free ftatc refufes to 
fcreea any event from the fcrotiny of 
tiuth, left me no hopes of throwing a. 
veil over that dreadful tranfa&ion ; and 
the fole reafon why I have not already, 
mentioned it was^ becaiife it did not at 
all neceffarily enter into my narration.. 
It was truly a hors d^auvre, an event; 
ifolatcd from the general courfe of events, 
an accident tliat attended on, but had< 
no neceflary connedion with^the revo- 
lution. 

Over this (boclfing tranfaAion there, 
hangs a darknefs whick no inveftigiation 
has yet been able to> penetrate-^I fhall 
give you candidly my opinion ; but I, 
with you to receive it with caution, i 

would 
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wouW not impofe on you conjcAufe for 
hiflory. 

Of one thing I am clear, which is, 
that the Englifti idea.of it i$ totally un- 
founded. In London it was reprefented 
as a mere v^nton and unproYoked effu* 
fion of the cruelty and ferocioufnefs of 
the French populace. It was faid that,, 
without any motive but the thirft of 
blood, the people of Paris rofe in gene* 
ral infurredion, ruftied into the prifons,. 
and maffacrcd many thoufands of un- 
happy wretches who were confined there ! 
But fuch a mafikcre, Madam, was never 
heard of— 4iot even in the darkeft ages. 
Exaggerated power, the grcateft cotr 
rupter of our feeble virtue, has converted 
fome individuals into monfters— as for 
inftance, the late Emperor of Morocco, 
who found his highell amufemcnt on his 
death-bed, in fliooting at, anting and 
wounding the unhappy prifoners whom 
the chance of war had put into his 

power I 
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power ! Blit never was ic known, that a 
whole people were thus depraved. Read 
the narrations that hiftory has prcferved 
of thofe dreadful fcenes which difgrace 
humanity, and you will uniformly find, 
that either fome great political delufion, 
religious fuperftiiion, or the fatal habit 
which defpotifm has introduced amongft 
men, of renouncing their own reafon, 
and blindly obeying the wicked com- 
mands of a tjTant, were the real caufes 
that occafioned them. You may be 
affured then, that the fecond of Septem- 
ber was not an exception to all that was 
ever before experienced in the hiftory 
of the world. Such ftrange views of it 
may be left ta,a certain parliamentary 
jdeclaimer ! but men of fober fenfe will 
find it analogous to other events in hif- 
tory^ and explain it on the known prin- 
ciples of human nature. 

Two opinions of the origin of this 
event ace generally entertained here, 

neither 



neither of which appears to tne quite 
cxaft. It IS fuppofed by fome, that tlic 
fecond of Sppteftiber was the refult of 
a deep anci lopg-premeditated plan,' 
formed by certain perfons in high auV, 
thority,. with a view to place all * the 
power of the ftate in the hands of their 
own party, and at the fame time to re- 
ypngc their private quarrels on thofe. 
who bad become obnoxious to them by 
oppofing their ambuious views. But on 
this fuppoCtion, of a. prenieditated<plan 
by a party,, it appears to me very diffi- 
cult to account for their beginning with 
fo ufelefs and odious a. mcafure as the. 
maflacre of heJplefs prifoners* Such men 
were not even diredlly their enemies, and 
in iheir confinement could no longer do 
them harm:, and after they were do- 
ftroyed, the great work ftill remained 
to be accomplifticd, namely, the niin of 
thofe able and adive men in the Conven- 
tioHfl whp. ^Vr^/jr oppofed their wifties* 

ThcL 
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The maffacre of the prifoners appears 
to me fo ftrange, fo dangerous, fo round 
about and unlikely a mode of obtaiuing 
the chief power, that I cannot imagine 
any party at once fo weak and wicked 
as to have projefled it for this end ; un- 
le(s wx could attribute to them the horrid 
atrocity of intending -U) begin with the 
prifoners, and afterwards to excite the 
people to murder the minifters, the prin- 
cipal members of the National AflTcmbly, 
and all ihofe citizens of Paris who had 
diftinguiflied themfclvcs by a love of 
order and refpeft to the laws. There ii 
indeed one mpnfter in France, to whom 
nature, by fome ftrange deviation, has 
given a human form, who is capable of 
having conceived fuch a plan, or any 
other, however execrable : but this wretch 
(lands feparated, by his ferocious folly, 
. from even the worft men in France ; and 
if he had formed fuch a plan, it muft 
have been perfedtly certain to thofe with 

whom •. 
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Ufhom he then aded, that all the influ- 1 
cnce he had attained by deUiding ibe 
people, would have been unable to have 
induced them to proceed to fuch hor* 
rors. With refpcd to avenging private 
quarrels, there have hardly been alleged 
any inflances of perfons being impri* 
foned, >vhere there was not ground fot 
ftjfpeaing them of ariftocmcy. Petion, 
who. admits that fcveral of the arrefts 
were too hafty and on too flight grounds^ 
docs not however infinuate, that they 
originated from private enmity. And it 
feems evident, that if this motive had 
operated in any confiderable d^egree in 
the affair, thp inftances would have been 
numerous, and the connexion between 
the caufe and efFeft eafv to be Hraccd, 
from that which exifled between the vic- 
tims and the perpetrators of the crime. 
Another opinion is, that the maflacre 
of the prifoners was folely the acl of 
thirty or forty aflafljns, while all Paris, 

intimi- 
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intimidated or ignorant of the fmallnefs 
of their force, remained motionlcfs, fuf* 
fercd the horrid deed to be executed, 
and the perpetrators to efcape. 

That the immediate executors cf this 
crime were generally a fet of ignorant, 
brutal, and ferocious wretches, fuch as 
are always to be found in great towns, 
I readily admit* ' But that a handful of 
foch banditti formed the original plan' 
of defttoying about ijco perfons, from 
whom they could have no hope of 
plunder % and continued the execution 
of it for fcveral days, while the munici* 
palify, the department, the ConveHtion, 
and the national guard were all in exift* 
ence, is to me utterly incredible; nor 
can I poffibly free my mind from the 
' belief, that the affaflins who comn:|.ittcd 
this crime adcd under an impulfe very 
general amongft the people, and were 
connived at, if not originally employed, ' 
by fome great invifible power. 

. - If 
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If it were allowable to name any one 
viihout proofs, fufpicion would fall on 
the municipality of Paris, leaving out 
the Mayor, .M. Pction, who mod cyi* 
dently was judged unworthy to be en- 
trufted with this infernal fccret j and of 
the municipal body, that part who tbcti 
formed the committee of Surveillance is 
more particularly to be fufpefted:— 
" That committee,** fays Petion» « fill- 
ed all the prifons. It^is not to .be dif- 
fembled, that, if many of thefe arrefts 
were juft and neceflary, others were too 
nightly ventured oc. The blame of this 
is rather to be thrown on their agents 
than on the chiefs. The officers of pa- 
lice were ill advifed ; and amongft 
others, one man, whofe very name is be- 
come ftiocking— whofe very name throws 
terror into the minds of all peaceable citi- 
zens — feemed to have feized on the di- 
reftion of all their motions. Afliduoufly 
prefent at alt their conferences^ he mcd- 

died 
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died iii every aifair ; he fpoke arid com- 
manded as a mafter. I complained of 
it loudly to the commune, and I termi- 
nated my opinion with thefe words — 
Marat is either the moft foolifti, or the 
moft wicked of men !" 

But even Marat, who certainly is not 
deficient in acutenefs, muft have known 
tbac he could not produce any effedV, 
unkfs there exifted sl predj/pofition in the, 
people to fome adl of the kind. It muft 
have been on the ground of this rhat he 
made his preparations for an event 
which he forefaw would happen; and 
the affaflins who committed it muft 
alfo have had good reafon to believe 
that they would adt with impunity un- 
der the proteftion of Marat and the 
connivance of the cemmittee of Sur- 
veillance. 

Had the crimes of the fecond of Sep- 
tember been folely the aft of a few low 
villsuns, it would have been eafy to have 

detcded 
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detefled and pum(hcd them. But, in 
fpite of the repeated calls of private 
members^ and the decrees of the Aflem- 
Wy for inveftigating this dark bufinefs 
and executing vengeance op its authors, 
no light has yet been thrown on it, nor 
any one punifhed on account of it. The 
names of the judges who paffed fentence 
on the prifoners • are unknown ; and, 
though thoufands muft have feen them 
at the time, no one pretends to know 
them, or to have feen them fince. The 
fame invifible power that produced this 
event has continued to paraJyfe every 
effort to difcover the executors of it, 
and will very probably baffle uhitnately 
every attempt to bring them to juftice. 

If wfe cannot trace the origin of the 
fecojjd of September to any one canfe ; 
if it be true that even the influence and 
the wick^dnefs of Marat could not akme 
have produced it, there will arife a pro- 
bability, that it originated from a com? 

. bination 
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binatioa of caufes, and thefe fuch as we 
have fcarcely ever known to have occur- 
red at the fame time. We may trace 
thefe by rcfleding on the circumflanccs 
previous. to, or exifting at that time» 
If in thefe we ihould find fome which 
rendered the prifoners the objects of rf^- 
tejiation to the people, and others fud* 
denly fuperadded, which rendered them 
not lefs the objeds cf their dread^ in all 
probabihty we (hall have difcovered the 
primary caufe of their dcftrudion. 

Let me recall to your thoughts the 
tenth of Auguft. — It is the true key \.o 
the fecond of September. On that day 
feme thoufand perfons are faid to have 
fallen, in a conflid which the people 
confidered as folely occafioned by the 
treachery of the court and the arifto- 
cracy. The death of thefe perfons filled 
Paris with Widows and orphans — with 
parents diftraftcd at the lofs of their 

children 
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children—lifters bereft of their brothers 
•r«-and relations mourning for their 
£riends. What in foreign war produces 
only forrow and tears^ in civil contefts 
begets wrath and fury. Such was the 
cafe on this occafion. Indignation foon 
fucceedcd to grief; and dreadful ven- 
geance was determined on^ as foon as an 
opportunity (hould offer to put it in 
execution. 

The perfons then in power, and efp'c- 
cially the committee of Surveillance^ 
made drift fearch after the authors and 
abettors of this affair. A vail number of 
perfons previoufly fufpedted of ariftocra- 
cy, or accufed of being concerned in 
promoting the views of the court, at 
that period were ar/efted. The gaols 
were foon gorged with prifoiiers, and the 
tribunals overloaded'with bufinefs, and, 
hampered by the common forms of juf- 
tice, too flow for a period of revolution, 

made 
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tnide almoft no perceptible prognefs in 
bringing the guilty to condemnation*. 
The people, rendered jealous by perpe- 
tual deception, began to believe that 
the criminals were fecretly favoured by 
the judges. It was faid, that ** criines 
had wings, and the law limped after 
them ;" and a general murmur and dit- 
fatisfaftion took place. 

** Juftice," fays Petion, ** was flow 
to pronounce on the fate of the prifon* 
<ts^ and their numbers increafed every 

*lt 18 certain that the new fyftem of jurifpru- 
dence rendered the convid^ion of criminals tedious. 
An acute writer obfervcs, that the beft informed 
lawyers had faid to him, that they would never 
havet)een able to conridl a Criminal, if they had 
followed exa6lly the new forms. See a pamphlet, 
entitled, ** Lettre d'un Negociant Anglois k un N£» 
gociant Francois, &c." As it is the genius of free 
governments, however, to fet a i^i^i^ value on humau 
Itfey it is right that it (hould be rendered difficult to 
convid the accufcd. Only rules generally good will 
not apply to the moment of a xerolation. ' 

voi,, IV. K day^. 
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<ia)r. On the twenty-third of Auguflfonc 
of the feftions came to tlic council of 
the municipality, and declared exprefs- 
ly, that the citizens, weary of the delays 
which took place in the decifions, would 
force the gates of thefe afylums, and 
facrifice to their vengeance the criminals 
.detained there. This petition, conceiv- 
ed in the moft frantic terms, remained 
without cenfure — // was €ven received 
with applaufes /'* 

There was ftiil, however,' fomething 
farther wanting to produce a movement 
fo irregular and horrid as the maflacre of 
the fccond of September. Unhappily 
ibe circumftances fupplied this : for at 
this critical moment arrived the news, 
that the Auflrian and Pruflian arrpies 
hmd repulfed the* French troops — that 
Longwyand Verdun were furrehdered 
by treachery — and that the Duke of 
Brunfwick was in full march to Paris. 
On the iwenty.fevcmh the AflTcmbly 

ordered 
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ordered 30,000 men to march infUatly 
Co the fronciers> to make a laH effort 
^ againft the enemy. ^ On the thirty-firft, 
the acquittal of the minifter Montmorin 
exafperated the people i and at the fame 
time a perfon condemned revealed a 
plot, faid to be formed to relcafe all the 
prifoncrs, who, after committing every 
excefs in the city, were to go out to 
meet the Duke of Brunfwick and his > 
army. 

. Confternation feized all men's minds s 
and while thoufands were preparing to 
quit Paris, to march, againft the com- 
bined armies, the fatal ideas that pro« 
duced the fecond of September were 
either fuggefted by certain wretches who 
wi(hed for fuch an event, or rather fpon- 
tanepufly arofc in men's minds fron^ the 
circumftances. ^ How can we," it was 
faid, '* leave Paris whejn the prifons ^re 
filled with traitors who ought lopg fiijcc 
K2 by 
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by their death to have atoned for their 
crimes againft their country ? What if 
this murderous Quixote, this Brunfwick^ 
fhould arrive at Paris, to make it an 
example and a terror to the world, as he 
has threatened in his horrid nmnifeilo ? 
What tlien would become of our wives 
and children, when be opened the gates' 
of the prifons, and let loofe on them 
thefe wretches whom he regards as his 
hefi friends ? Let us go, before we quit 
oui: homes, and execute deferved pu- 
nifbment on thefe traitors. Now is the 
time to revenge our brethren murdered 
on the tenth of Auguft !'* 

Whether juft or erroneous, thefe ar- 
guments produced convidion. The hor- 
rid deed was determined x^; banditti 
were not wanting to execute it. The in- 
habitants of Paris, pufillanimous, or ig- . 
xiorant of the extent of the danger^ 
parted not to ftir out of their houfes 

during 
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during the confufion. The conftituted 
authorities, believing that the people 
were either concerned in it, or at leaft 
approved of it, and that the phrenfy was 
irrefiftible, either did not interfere at alP, 
or at leaft not with that energy which 
was requifite to check- the evil. Some 
deputies of the Convention went to the 
Ipot; and amongft them the courageous 
efforts of Manuel merit to be recorded. 
But he was not fupported. Pction or- 
dered the judges, who called thecnfclves 
the executive power of tht people, to quit 
their favage office. They obeyed ; but 
almoft immediately returned to their 
poft. Of all men it feems moft likely 
that Santerre, the commandant general, 
might have ftopt this lawlefs and cruel 
affair ; and it is to him, perhaps, chiefly 
that Petion alludes, when he fays, that 
thefe crimes might have been prevented, 
^* if all thofe who had power and force 
K 3 \n 
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in their hands had viewed them with 
horror i but I muft fay it, becaufe it is 
true, feveral of thcfc public men, of 
thefe defenders of the country, believed 
that thefe difaftrous and difhonourable 
days were neceflary ; that they purged 
the ftate from dangerous men ; that they 
carried terror into the minds of confpira- 
tors i and th« crimes odious in morality 
were ufeful in politics*/^ 

Such, if I am not mifinformed, was 
the fccond of September. And^ if this 
account of it be juft, we flaall not be at 
a lofs to fee why it has hitherto been 
imprafticable to punifli tfie authors of 
it.. One fet of men feemto have con- 
trived-*-anotbcr to have ejcecuted — ^ 
third connived at it— ^nd the reft might 

* The hlftory of the fecond of September is a 
proper example of theconfequeuces of their doftrinc, 
who maintain two kinda of morality, and affert that 
the morals of a ftatefman are different from thofc of 
an individual. — To fuch horrors as we havejuft men- 
tioned does this fyftcm Inevitailj' lead- 

hut 
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but did not hinder it. Who is to be 
puniflied where all are to blame ? What 
fatisfaftion would there be in bringing 
to pnniflimcnt a few ignorant wretches, 
ihe mere inftrumcnts of the crime, while 
the authors of it are either unknown, or 
too numerous or too powerful to be 
punilhed ? Finally, what puhiffimenC 
was to be infliftid on a crime, that, 
though it muft forever be deplored by 
humanity, and condemned by religion^ 
yet muft be acknowledged by impartial 
reafon to have been committed undct 
fuch peculiar circumftances, as ferved 
to ct)nceal its horror under a veil of 
fuppofed neceffity ? 

Even this wretched apology does 
not extend to every perfon' concerned 
in the affair of the fecond of Sep- 
tember. There may have been,' there 
probably were, fome who concurred in 
K4 it 



200 i t T TE It y ' 

it from thcbafeft motives. I only fpeak 
of the Ciondnft atid views of the majori* 
xy. And I am very far from thinkings 
even with them, that the meafurc was 
cither neceflary or jiiftifiable. I regard 
it in no other light than as a hor- 
rid crime. It filled Paris with hor- 
ror, diftruft, and di(may ; it (hocked 
all the people of Europe, and ren- 
dered liberty, as Roedcrer well ex* 
preffed it, ** epcuvantahk aux nations^/' 
. The illuftrious Klopftock, author ©f 
the Meffiah^'^ho. had accepted the title 
i>i French citizen^ fentit back as afiiaoied 
to beait it a£ter this evenx. Had it even 
beertufeful to the revokition, I would 
not have vindicated it ;, for I do not 
think that there, are two kinds o£ mora- 
lity any napre than two kinds of. truth.. 
I am not of Mr. Burke's opinion, that 

f Frightful to the nation«. 

vice 
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yice by. lofing its groflhpfs . loft* half 
its evil. Such doftrines are mbft per- 
niciousin pradice, Grofs vice is lefs 
dangerous than that which js refined; 
as a man is rx\oTc in danger of fuffcM 
cationfrom the vapour of charcoal, which 
fecretly and imperceptibly pollutes the 
air, tj>an from the fmoke of common 
fuel, which announces the danger hy 
offending the fenfes by its difagreeable 
od4)un 

1 believe nobody has as yet attempted 
s regular account of the affair of ther 
fbcond of September, I may therefore' 
claim indulgence if I have miftaken^ 
fome points, I am inclined, however, to . 
think that Pction's opinion ii nearly the* 
fame with mine:-—** Were thefe affafli-* 
nations,*' fays he, ^* commanded, or were* 
they direfted by certain men ? _I have*' 
had lifts given me ; I liave recjeived rc- 
' K 5. pprtsi 
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ports ; I have coUedted (<x&t fe^is ! biitj. 
if I had to pronomice as a judge^ I 
could not fay— There is the crimmal 1" 
M. de St. Mcard, who was confined m 
the Abbaye St. Germain^ and tried vvkh 
others before this dreadful tribunal, has 
, written an account of what he faW and 
heard, in a very intcrefting pamphlet,, 
entitled^ " Mon agpnie de trente-huit 
hcures*;** and even from his relation^ 
horrible as it is,, it is eafy to fee that the 
afl^ir of the fecond of September was not 
a mere iiulifcriminate maflacre, but a 
kind oi favage jufiiciy executed by a 
people frantic at the moment with feati. 
jealoufy, and thirft of vengeance/ Afol-. 
dier, whom M. de St. Meard w^s fortu- 
nate enough to intereft in. his favour by 
fpeaking to him in. the dialed of his 
countryrl^idj *' If thou art a prieft, or a 
coni^irator of the palace of M. Veto, 

. * My agony of thirty-eight. hours. 

thou 
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thou art ruined ; but, ifthou art no trai- 
tor, don't fear— I Will anfwer for thjr 
life/' «M am very fare/* replied Sr. 
Meard, " not to be accwfed of thefc 
tilings; but I pafs for fomewhat of aA- 
ariftocrate/' " Oh, that is nothing/* re«- 
tufned he : « the judges know that 
there are honeft men of all clafies. The 
prefident isan honeft man, and no fool/' 
M. deSf. Meard was acquitted, although 
he had the extreme imprudence to avow 
before the judges, that be was a royali/li 
A murmur which his words occafioned^ 
was checked by one of them, who faid^ 
** We are not here to judge opinions, 
but the confequences.of them/* On his 
acquittal the prefident ordered three 
men tocondud him to his own houfe, 
who faithfully performed; their miflion^, 
and refufed a purfe, which his friend 
who lived there, in the ecftacy o( his joy,, 
offered them : " We do not execute 
this profeffion for money," faid they.— 
K:6 « Behold: 



<^ Beheld your £iend !^~H^ piomifdd 
us a 'glafs of brandy. We will talLe thai^ 
and return to our pofl.*^" 

From tb<^ fame pubUcapon it appears 
that tl^rc were attendant on tbefe else- 
cutions a great body of the people^ who 
took no part in then^ but as CpeAators-i 
and of whom Pction fays, that ** tJiey 
obfcrved a mournful filence at the fen- 
tcnces of deatb» and ufcpred cries of joy 

* The form of the acquittal was as foDows : 
" We, the commiffaries named by the people to ex- 
ecute joftice on the traitors detained in the pnibn 
of the Abbaye, haVing made th^citiisen J. St. Meard 
appear before us the fourth of September, who has 
proved that the accufations brought againft him 
were falfe ; and that he never entered into any plot 
againft the patriots : we have made him be pro* 
claimed iniiQcent» iaprefe&ceof the people/ who 
applauded the liberty we granted to him. In faith 
of which we have delivered him the pre&nt certifi- 
cate at his demand. We invite all the citizens to 
grant him' aid and afliftanee.-— At the Abbaye, the 
4th year of Libcrtyi and the firft of Equality. 

'^ fOiR,,. BER. ••••*' 

i . when 



wben^ t&ey heard - pronounced, an ic- 
qumak'^ It appfears cbiu? they evieaci in-^ 
terpofed fometimes to fave a prifoner : 
fbroId'M. Garotte being condemned 
and^broiight out lo be executed^ bis 
daughter followed hitn^ and^ courage- ' 
oufly grafping him around the neck, to 
ficve him from thefabres lifted up to 
deftroy him, the people^ moved with the 
ipedacle, demanded his pardon, and oI> 
tained it. 

In. an ariftocratic publication*, where 
various enormities of the mafiacre are 
carefully detailed, L remember to have 
read, that, amongft'thofe who were em- 
ployed in the (kvage talk of deftroyiijg 
the prifoners, one young man of eighteen 
years of age was obferved to be peca« 
liarly adive. - Being aiked the reafon, 
he faid, he had loft his two brothers the 
tenth of Auguft, and was refolved to re- 

* Almanac des honn^tes gens. 

vengc 



venge their death. He boafted that fie 
had put to death 50 prifoners with his 
own hand. This ftrongly conBrms my 
idea, that the fecond of September drew 
ks origin from the tenth of Auguft^ 

The fame author gives a lift of the 
perfons put to death, extraded from the 
regifters of the prifons,. by which and 
other- lifts it does not appear that their 
number could exceed 1500, though 
fome one in London publiihed a pam^ 
phlet with the prefix of *^ six thou- 
sand PERSOl^S MtTRt>BRED IN PARIS.'* 

Of thefe 1500, too,^ it muft be noted^ 
that a great number were imprifoned for 
other crimes — for murder,, robbery,, for»- 
gery> &c. M. Perilhe, the ingenious 
author of the Hiftory of Surgery, a man 
of probity and judgment, whom I have 
long known here, and who had much 
opportunity to be acquainted with this 
melancholy fcene, aflured me, that very 
&w indeed fiiffered whom the law would 

not. 



FROlif F R A NC E. 20y 

not have condemned. It is certain alfa>v 
that fome were fufFered to efcapc whom* 
the law afterwards feizcd on, and cout 
dcmned to death. There was one fuch 
iaftance in the fedlion dcs Cordeliers,, 
where M* Perilhe lives.. 

This is the bed account I can give 
you of this ftrange affair. Thofe who 
conceive it originally the work of fome 
particular men, have named Marat, Ro«* 
befpicrre, Sergent, Panis, Santerre, and: 
Danton. But proofs^ have not been 
brought forward; and, till I am others 
wife informed, I muft believe that the 
treachery of the court made the tenth. 
ef Auguft-*-the tenth of Auguft laid the 
foundation of the fecond of September 
-—and the Duke of Brunfwick provoked 
the execution of it* 

Let us now endeavour ta trace the 
Migin of the erroneous opinions enter* 
tained in England refpe&in^ the French 
Involution. Ifaid> cha^w^ at firii xe* 

garded 



garded it in a doubtful point of Vie\r, 
becaufe ve thought it would not fuq* 
cccd ; for we did not know how ftrong 
an4 univerfal a fpirit of liberty had 
arifeain the notion. As it advanced, it 
gained more of our confidence ;. but it 
proceeded fo yiolently^ and fo foon outran 
the limits of our ideas of liberty, that it 
awakened a jealoufy and diflike in many 
mindsrandthefeprejudtceswere unfoiliQ^ 
nately confirmed by- various otherca^fe;^ 
One oftbefirftand capitalx>f ihefe w«3lh^ 
tnijrtprefenuiions of the tmvfpaptrs.^^Thc 
editors of thefe journals were often loM* 
informedas totfaefads : yet> had they 
confined tbemiielves to fa&> their errors 
would have been conaparatively fcww 
But they indulged largely in critici&is 
and fpeculations on thefe fads;, and fep 
this they had neither adequate fources 
of information, nor fofficknt knowledge 
of the genius and manner c^thc coun-* 
try. It is eafy to obtain a fupeifidai 

knowledge 



knowledge of a foreign nation r but x6 

delineate jnftly its hiftory; to trace 

events to their foufces ki its charafter 

and habits, fo as to appreciate their real 

nature, and fix the degree of approba* 

lion or cenfure which belong to tbem> 

requires fuch an intimate acquaintance 

with a people as cannot be obtained 

without living amongft them^ and pof- 

fe.OiDg opportunities of information and 

a capacity of profiting from them that 

do. not fall to the fhare of many of the 

clafs of writers now alluded to. Every 

man of obfcrvaiion, who has vifited fo* 

reign countries,, muft have experienced 

the erronequfnefs of the firft judgment 

hcL pronounced on pradices different 

from thofe of his o,wn. country ; and will 

certainly own, that, when he knew the 

whole, he found many things to be pro* " 

per, and even necefiary, that appeared ^ 

to him at firft ufelcfs or wmng. It is 

for ihb rcofon that the books .of tra^veV 

ler5». 
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lers, even of fuch as do not intend lo 
deceive, are filled with abfurd wonders, 
with applaufe and cenCure equally mif- 
placed. A mind full of Englifli ideas is 
incapable of juftly appreciating fingfe 
parts of French manners j as a mind 
filled with French ideas is incapable of 
forming a juft judgment on linglc parts 
of Englifli manners* For this reafon> 
the ideas and eonduft of the French are 
almoft conftantly mifreprefented in ouiK 
newfpfapers; and the fsime happens td 
lis in theirs. As they know ftil! lefs of 
us than we do of them, from^ their at- 
Inoft univerfal ignorance of our lan- 
guage, it is incredible what abfurditie^ 
one meets with in, their journals relative 
to the affairs of England. 

But mifreprefcntation from ignorance,, 
though a copious, enough fource, was 
fiot the only one of the errors of our 
newfpapcrs. The majority of them muft 
be attributed to mifreprcfentation from 

defign. 
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d'fign. It was fuppofcd from the be- 
ginning of the French revolution that 
our court viewed it in an unfavourable 
light J and therefore all thofe called mi- 
niftcrial papers united in decrying it. 
Add to this, that the opulent emigrants, 
and efpecially M, de Calonne, fpared 
neither pains nor expence to influence 
them. It is, I believe, a notorious fa(£t> 
that the latter expended confiderable 
fams in this way.A-The motives are ol> 
vioiis. 

For thefe reafons I have maintained^ 
ever fince the begtoniirg of the revoluh 
tion, that no man could form any ade- 
quate idea of that great event from En- 
glifh ncwfpapers. The Morning Chro- 
nicle comes near to form an exception ; 
and owes its fuperioriiy to the impartiali- 
ty and talents of its editors— ^to theii: 
great exertions to procure information 
.-—and to their ftrifter adherence to tha 
authority of the French journals. 

But 
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But I muft obferve farther, that evert 
the French journals do not convey to an 
Englilh reader a perfeft idea of the 
I'rench revolution, as it afFeAed the 
whde of the country. For they are all 
printed in Paris, reprefent its ftate, and 
imbibe its charafter. No>y Paris has 
been the centre of all the agitations, and 
the theatre of crinaes unknown in the 
country. It prefcnts, therefore, a pic- 
ture of the revolution fo much njore un- 
favourable than the other parts of the 
iingdom, that I will venture to affirm, 
had one Englifliman known the French 
revolution only from ajoumal published 
at Paris, and another only from a journal 
publilhedar Bourdeaux-, where peace and 
tranquillity h^ve almoft uninterruptedly 
reigned, their general idea of the event 
would have been widely different. I 
could wifti, therefore, our countrymenj 
if they mean todo juftice to the French 
evolution, not to miftake Paris^ for 

FrancCfi 
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France, nor reafon from theH:roiiblc5 of. 
that corrupt metropolis to the date 06 
the provinces, which until a late period 
liave been generally much more tran- 
quil. 

It was not the newfpapers only that 
calumniated the French revolution. At 
a very early period, it was attacked with 
aJl the powers of eloquence by Mr. 
Burke, a writer who had long enjoyed 
an eKtenfivc reputation, and whofe opt* 
nion, on any fubjeft relative to politics, 
could ROt fail to excite curiofity, and to 
be read with attention. Introduced into 
life wndcr ariftocratical patronage, he 
Was led to efpoufe the party of oppoCt^ 
tion in parliament, and in confequencc 
loft the favour of the couru While his 
party had a profpeft 6£ fucceeding, and 
by their numbers and talents formed a 
formidable phalanx againft the minifter^ 
Mr. Burke adhered faithfully to their 
caufe^ and, during the ilhiefs of the king, 

no 
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no man laboured more diligently to 
^ftabliQi the regency. But when, uiider 
the adminiftration of Mn Pitt, the abi- 
lities and prudence of the minifter, 
joined to a Angular concurrence of for- 
tunate circumftances^ bad- gained him 
the general confidence of the nation^ and 
. tendered the liope§ of oppofition almoft 
defperate, our ailthor appeared defirous 
-cf looking out for an opportunity to 
make his peace with the court, and found 
i^ in the French revolution. 

i am ready to own, that there were 
in that revolution feveral circumftances 
calculated to (hock Mr. Burke's early 
prejudices j and I am far from accufing 
him of having no motive to write againft 
it, but that of reconciling himfelf to the 
court : for he had always feen govern- 
ment through the fpcftaclCs of old efta- 
^blifhments, and not as it is in itfelf, or 
^ it ought to be founded ih the nature 
'Of man, and in the principles of eternal 
6 reafoni 
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xeaf^n* Bat while I make this concef- 
fion, which candour obliges me to do, 
I muftat the fame time declare, that I 
cannot give him all the credit chat fome 
do for his prediftions refpeding the 
French revolution j for many of them 
have not been verified, and ,he that 
makes a nutnber of bold guedfes, will al- 
ways fucceed in fome of them. Thofc 
that have taken place, have generally 
arifen from other caufes than thofc fup* 
pofed by Mr, Burke ; and I may add, 
as to the reft, that the judicious friends 
of the French revolution forefaw as well 
as he did^ and feared, the evils hepre- 
<iifted ; but as they believed there was a . 
poffibility that they might not happen, 
they were glad to fee a trial made fox 
the indrudion of the human race. For 
inftance, in treating df . military juries, 
and other nov-elties, propofed in France, 
Mr. Chriftie declined vindicating them, 
and reprefentied them oMy as bold expe- 
riments. 
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riments, worthy of being made, to afccr- 
tain how far we could go in extending 
. liberty and equal laws to all the claffes 
of fociety. It is taking a frfe fide, in 
a:Il cafes,- to prophefy the failure of 
great undertakings, for few of them fuc- 
ceed, compared to thofe that fail. There 
were, I dare (ay, many narrow-minded, 
^lenetic, or felfifh men, who predicted 
the ruin of thofe heroic (pirits, who firfl 
projected a voyage round the worlds and 
perhaps reproached their undertaking as 
-SL mad attempt, which would end in their 
own deftruflion and that of the feamen 
they carried with theni. It is eafy to 
arg^e in this way; but generous minds 
hope the beft, and fee with pleafure the 
commencement of enterprifes, that pro- 
mife to improve the condition of huma* 
nity i tejoicein their progrcfs, and mourn 
at their fall. 

But there is another reproach of m(^c 
importance to be mad« to Mr. Burke : 

it 



\t h, chat, in all probability, his predic- 
tions, and thofe of the writers who fol* 
lowed him on the fame fide in France, 
vere in a great meafure the caufes of 
the evils they foretold* Mr. Burke pre* 
diaed the death of Louis the fixteentb> 
at a time when nor a human being in 
France had fuch an idea in his mind ; 
and the eloquent and fpecious defcrip- 
lion he gave of the imaginary difgrace 
and diftrefs of royalty, rooft certainly 
had a confidcrable effedt on the mind of 
that unfortunate prince, and ftill more 
on that of the queen, and the perfons 
oC her court* We all know that the 
king had no reafon to be difcontented 
with his iituation as it was determined 
by the Conftituent Affembly j but we 
alfo^know, that nothing is fo eafy for an 
abfe man, as to render a weak man 
difcontented with his condition, by per- 
fuading him that he is ill-treated, and 
painting to him delufive pictures of ad-* 
YOL^ iv» L vantages 
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vantages that he ought to enjoy^.or of 
inconveniences that he ought not to 
fuffer. But for Mr. Burke^ and bis af- 
ibciates in France, it is highly probable 
X-Ouis the fixteenth might now have been 
Teignlng peaceably on his throne. I do 
not mean to accuie their intentions ; but 
I am warranted to fay, that their writings 
contributed at once to render the court 
difcontented with the revolution, and 
the nation fufpicious of the court. Of 
.confcquence, they had a great (hare in 
producing the calamities of the monarch 
and his unfortunate family. 

A multitude of writers replied to Mr. 
Burke. Mr. Chriftie produced /iSr that 
have never been difproved., Mr. Mac- 
kintofli vied with him in his own man- 
ner, and exhibited his eloquence without 
his diforder ; while Paine, by profound 
refledions on the origin of government, 
and th6 rights of man, opened a. new 
-field of fpeculatipn, iand made a deep 

and 



and extraordinaTy imprcfllon on the pub- 
lic mind. 

I know not whether you ever chanced 
to meet with the opinion of Mr. Garat, 
at prefcnt minifter of the interior depart^ 
menty on the works of Mr. Burke and 
Mr. Mackintofh ; but if you have not^ I 
am convinced you will thank me for com« 
municating it. ** When one perufes,** 
fays he, ** the work of Mr. Burke, fo full 
of fire^ dilbrdeo and opinions taken for 
granted — fo bold in ftyle, and fo feeble 
in reafbning — one would fup^fe tbat 
one read the work of a young man j while, 
on the other hand, that of Mr. Ma«kin« 
tofti, fo well arranged, fo firm in prin* 
ciples, and exaft in reafoning, gives 
one the idea of a mind matured by age 
and experience : yet Mr. Burke has fcen 
fixty years, and Mr. Mackintofli not 
thirty. But Burke is an old orator, 
and Mackintofh a young, philofopher* . 
Originkiry their powers may not have 
L 2 been 
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t)een v^ry difierent; but the one has 
nouriftied his faculties by ihe ftudy of 
ancient rhetoricians and parliamentary 
orators^ while the latter has formed his 
mind by the ftudy of Locke, and Taci- 
tus, and Collins." 

• A variety of other anfwers to Mr, Bu rke 
appeared, and the public read with fatiC- 
fiiftion the performances of Mr. Rous, 
Mrs. Macaulay Graham, Mifs Woilfton- 
£;faft. Sir Brooke Boothby, and others. 
Thefc writers made a powerful impref- 
fion on tt^ thinking part of the Engli(h 
nation. The momentary effcGt of Mr* 
Burke's ^eloquence was effaced, the con* 
left on his fide became doubtful, and at 
length difadvantageousi* The war with 
Auftria and Pruffia, as it gave the idea 
that the French would certainly be 
xjuftied, gave a turn to this difpofition 
of things i but When the vidtories of Du- 
mourier extricated them triumphantly 
from this danger^ the public approba- 
tion 



tion of their caufe bcounc ftronger than 
even All the timid men, who were 
afiraid to declare their fentiments, and 
all thofe who have no principle but ta 
be with the uppermoft, began dpenly to 
efpoufe the French fide •, and thisc difpo- 
fition was fignally dilpiafed at the anni* 
?erj|^ of the EngliQi revolution, at 
the Lfoodon tavern, Nov. 4, 1792, where 
France occt:^pied thie whole attention of 
at mod: nun^erous, refpedlable, and har* 
monious company. 

A feries of events were however ap* 
proaching, which were calculated to pro* 
duce a very different effeft. The con> 
ftitiition of 1 79 1, formed by the firfl: 
Affembly, being deftroyed, and with it 
thofe principles of moderation and that 
limited monarchy which the Englilh 
are generally attached to, and which Mr, 
Cbriftie had defended, the effed of his. 
^afoning was in coniequence .invalidate 
L^ cdi 
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cd ; aii4 Mr. Paine, haviog intermixed 
fevoral pei;fonal iarcafms agairvilthektng 
and government of Englaod^ which irri*. 
tated a number of perfoosi. a^d carried 
his principles far beyond the fy£tem cfta- 
blilhed in our country, gave rife to a 
republican fpirit, which, alarmed thet 
court, the nobles, the clergy, and finally 
all the great proprietors, .A fpirit of 
general terror was produced, and by cer- 
tain perfons, for certain ends^ zealouily 
propagated* 

, The deftrudlion of the monarchy Jn 
France on the loth of Auggft — ^tbe hor- 
rors of the maflacre of ihc 2d of Septem- 
ber^ and then the death of the king^ 
finally, alienated the mipds of Ep^Hfti- 
menfroin the Frenqh revqlujiona ren- 
dered popular, a war, which otbenyjfQ. 
DO minifter wp^uld have di^re^ to uqde^ 
^'^t :4i%^^4 ^1 wife,, and Xboqked 
^Itbupi^iAC qaepji nadJeft to w, and all 
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who bad efpoufed die caufe, no hope 
bur that Heaven, which knows how to 
bring good out of evil, would watch 
over an event fo interefting to the wel- 
fare of mankind as the French revohi- 
tibn ; nor fufFer the folly and vice of the 
agents concerned in it, tofpoll the great- 
eft arpd nobleft enterprife ever undc'rl 
taken by a nation. 

A variety of fecondary caufes oper^tecJ^, 
in conjunftion with thefe prim^rjr ones', 
to alienate the minds of our country meil 
from the French, revolution. It is curi- 
oiiSj and may be ufeful to trace a few of 
them, 

Thofe who have long held the firft 
rank in any fociety are always feliK^ailt 
to yield up their place, or fuffer others^ 
who were below^ to be raifed above 
them. Accufl:o;ned to regard their own 
coriftitution as the perfeAion of crvil 
polity, the Engllfh found a ne^^fourb* 
of difapprobation of the French inftiiu* 
L 4 tion : 



tioii t Aey fbfgot that tfceir deareff pri- 
vileges, trial by jury, the liberty of the 
prefs, and other advantages. Bad once 
bc^ regarded by foreign nations* as 
audacious novflhies ; and had fcandali- 
*^zed the defpots of Europe and their 
degraded fubjefls, as ttiuch as th(^ new 
experiments of the French did at pre- 
fect. It was a common faying inFrtodc, 
\Jlider the old fyftem, that 

; ** Le roi d'Anglci;erre 
^< Rcgfl^ dans )*€iifer * C* -. 

and the freedom of Tpetch, and of wm- 

'ing on public affairs, the deareft rights 

of 'Englifhmen, were conftantly rtpfe- 

ftntcd as abfurd and noxious priyil€ges„ 

'that occafioned' eternal comnaotiott' in 

• the ftatfe, and difiurbsd ibe peace of goi- 

vernmtnf.' In fpite of thefe fads, wbea 

circumflanc^s arofe that hurt their na* 

tional vaiiiiy, Sy exalting a r|v^j|)'cpple, 

c ^ • ^'* Theking of Englawl rcignt in hell. 

naanjp 
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inaoy.of pur cDuatrymea appeared to 
b^ve fi;>rgou;ea the ancient biftory of 
£ngkodt-^hc natioQs f^en^ed to bava 
c;haDge4 fides^ and £iigli(hn)«n talked 
of Fcance as Freacbmea. we;ie wont t^ 
t^Vc .ofEpglapd. But truih ch*ngc$^ 
not; wjkh the /jiQiionsqC tbe utm%» It 
was ooCito be foligoMen, that the En%T 
lUb bad been tbe .iitSL . iold .acperintinUrr 
in ch^ (icieoce of govemiMnt iii. modern 
£urop^~the firft who carried into prac- 
tical execution the calumniated priacipie 
of toyALiTY— the firft people who for- 
viajly brought .a monarch to the fcaii- 
fold — tbe firft aflerters of tlic negleiled 
ri^li (/ fnan^. In the commoo law of 
Koglandj and in the commentaries of the 
<>lder lawy/ers cm it ^, I have found all^ 
tbcfnndameatal pnnciple« of die Frenc|ft 

dedaratiob des droits de Fbomme^ \ 

\ , ' . ... ^ » . 

* Sec the book entitled " Lo8or and Studevt^^ 
tortefctle cU hud. kg* Angl\ *c. 



^'^ Biit, ifaidfdme, We nwiafetJufrevrfutfoft 
ivithdut Woodlhcd^aridtltelri^ftaV-^betrtfi 
'a cdntmvfed'firenc 6f confcifioitanff ifhtrt-- 
dcr. It is :tfte, thb reVdltiti(» of >eS« 

bat It prddtfced the Wart of -i?*jp 
and 1745, m <lie )a(t of-^b*fck tfte 
metropolts wry ntarty fcjl > 11110 il» 
hands of the enecny; a circUmftsinee 
tbat would have placed a po{M(b d«Q^ 
on the thtx>Qe^ and annihikted the'libd^- 
tics of England, And it is to be obferir^' 
cd, that the revdauon of 1688 was but 
one of 'many eventsr that fornied the 
Engltib cbnftitttiion. That fyfteni was 
the fruit of the labours of ages of ftruggle 
and confufion'. The eftabliflimcht bf 
*6ttr liberties cbft us many ^ars^-^nd 
amndft tiie civil dtfiendons caufed by 
the obnteft of principles i^ainft an* 
-cient lirror, oiir hiftory records a (Sid ca* 
««tidgU*bf crimes and cruelties commit^* 

'-- --'•--• ^' -••. ^.•; ■: * • -ted 
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Vttll.exsuuine (befe aniul^, mil foon bp 

conwrioced, . . that we Iwye not xpuch 

ground to reproach our iieigbbours. }q. 

Fjraace^ indeed, a gre^it^r ni.ia)b^r of 

Invents have been ci;owd.ed 'm%q a jliorter 

ipac^ of tinae; and t|}e enortnicies in 

France have beenxoaimicted ar a period^ 

i^fhefi, by means of \hc facility of cooi- 

;0iunication, all public events are inpf^c 

widely, and rapidly circulated than ija 

ijprmer ages j circumftancesthaLalterihe 

appearance, but not the realityaj.of ib,e 

xafe. We now enjoy the bleffing$.Qf 

freedom, and have forgotten the price ft 

coft our anceftors to obtain it, , .Bnt.no 

peoplp ever, travelled to the tcmpk.,pf 

Liberty by a path ftrcwed witK rofesj 

^norh^^.eft^blilhed tyranny ever yielded 

to, re*fi?tt and juftic<:?, till after aXeytj^e 

ilirqgglS* ::>l do, not pr.et^o^ to juftify fHe 

.Ifsnpb, Mt; .4 d?. «ot>;f^^ij>u9h^Hft|it 

•jblit we at leaft have to condemn thcm» 

L6 We 
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We cannot even reproach them wkfa the 
fate of Louis, the flxteenth, without aalU 
ing up to remembrance thitt of Charles 
thefirft. 

I will very readily gran<, that th«. 
French have been guilty of many i/ft- 
frudences in the courfe of their revb- 
iution ; and i think I can prove, that 
the antipathy conceived againft thcn^ by * 
other nations, owes its origitf in a great 
meafure to this circumftance. I lha|l 
previoufly obferve, that they were uiider 
a neceility of making feverai important 
changesi ail of which had a tendency ta 
alienate the minds of numerous bodies o# 
men, and to induce them> both at home 
and abroad, to cenfure the fyftem of ther 
revolution. 

^bc diminution of the royal infli^nce 
and authority, muft have di%uft*d 
the courtiers aiid people of fafhion. 
The abolition of. the feudal right, fome 
with aa inadequate, and othets with joo 
! indcm* 



iffdcmnity, muft "have "difaffeft^d t 
great mimbcr of feignenrs and couiv ' 
ify gditttemefi^ ^» wdl as their dt^ 
pendents. 

The fame thing muft have happened to 
the nobles, and thofe dependent ort 
them, from the homiliaiion firft> and 
then the abolition of hereditary no* 
bilky. 

The doftruftion of the parliaments difl ' 
:gu{ted a numerous and opulent body ^ 
A&d the changes in the military con- 
fUtuCfon,. with the want of difcipline 
that was the immediate confequence 
of it, amcmgft the foldiers^ alienated - 
ihe minds of all the fapercor officers. 

The reforms iii ecclefiaftical affairs made 
a multitude of foes, and thefe of the ■ 
moft terrible kind. The aboiition ' 
of tythes, the chsdiges in the idiocefts^ 
and the abblitioii of monks,! enraged 
the clergy,, tad tienified all ibe weak^ ' 
and fupcrfUtiooa of tfae;iiiDkin^ ^ ^ 

Should 
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Should we admit all thdi^e cbangesto 
have been necefikry, xve caonot how^ 
ever deny, that feveral of chem were 
made too haftily^ and with too little t^i-» 
dernefs for the ancient prejudices .and 
habits of life of thofe who were afifeAed 
by them. 

The alienation of the . ecc^fi^ftical 
lands has been fo well defended by M^^ 
Mackintofh and other able writers, thai 
I cannot J for my part, entertain a doubt 
on the fubjed. But it appeared bard, in 
the eyes of ilnuigers> that thofe who had 
been accuftomed to live in fplendoar 
and affluence (hould on a iudden bq fo 
inucb reduced ; and it was contended^ 
that the diminution Qiould not haine 
uken place before the death of ^he dc** 
tual incumbents. To this the French 
replied^ that the reduiftion of the- .eopts 
moo^' Salaries, of the higher clergy was 
necefiai^^ to; \eflaUe^ them to atgiQftnt 
tbdfe of tiie:idwW'0Jdw6i Jhc.Oi4y{4icp* 
. : .' -' fons 
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fon$ almofl: w^ho were reatUy ufeful to the 
ftnie; The reduced falaries were de« 
Glared to be amply AifSchsiUv if ihe clergy 
would live as became their office^ 
with temperance and iimplicity^ inftead 
of fcandalizing their prpfeffioh, and 
injuring religion, by an example of 
riot and luxury. As the nation had> 
taken upon itfelf the care of the poor, 
with \vhich the clergy were formerly 
charged, it was contended, that on this 
account a confiderable redudion of their 
revenues was a jaftifiable meafure. , Fi* 
tiallf, it was faid, that had they been 
burdened with the cares, ejtpcnces, and 
duties of focial life, had they been obliged 
to provide for a family, greater fympathy 
would have been (hewn them ; but that; 
being foKtary and often ufelefs indivi- 
duals, the diminution of a rtYen\iG^ which 
few of them applied to any good purpofc, 
was to be i^acded asaiEneaf^ice of ptibUc 
utility f not to mebtiQni fhatv^as' Toodk of 

them 
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rticm were fufpcftcd of being fccr«rif 
enemies «o ifae revobaoofit it would have 
h^^n very dangerous^ at fo crktcal a. mo- 
mem, to have Uft ibcb large voT^noes in 
their power, as they poflefled u^der their 
ancient fyftem. 

If tbeie various confideradoos do «ot 
juftify the immediate reduftiQQ of .ike ik* 
laries of the clergy, they at leafl palliate 
it in a great degree. The nusfortune k^ 
that they were more adapoed to ftrik^ 
people 00 the fpot^ than ftrangeis^ whgt 
ekher could not kjxow^ or not fo weil 
fee the force of them. 

With refpcd to hereditary nobility^ 
it merits your particular attentloo, tliat 
it was really aix>lt(bed at that moment 
when the nobles renounced all their pcj- 
culiar privileges, and fubmitted to be in 
every reipe& as the reft of their fcUowr 
citizens. After this, nothing remained 
but an empty mm$ H^bich oonfifteiiicy 
liculd have peri»ps. iodwcd tjJji^nqHf^ 

to 
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to faave gyrcA up al£bi biit which thtt 
people (hould not have quarreUed witfa^ 
as they had obtained tte tbir^. Ic is 
remarkable, however^ that it was tha 
abolition of the tmm^ that made all the 
noife and clamour both in France and 
in Europe^ infomuch that although the 
liieafure was fupported by Montmorency 
and La Rochefoucault, two of the moft 
ancient famiiiea of noblefle in FraQce» it 
occaJioned a general jnuroiiir in that 
coantry^ amd a gemral difapprobation 
throughout £urope. The reafons al- 
leged to vindicate it by die French leg^f* 
lators were9 that after the renunciation 
of all privileges, the titles conne^ed with, 
thetn: became ufelefs, and ferved only as 
odious marks of diftindtion amongft the 
citizens. It was added, that the jnamc 
might, at fome future period, be the 
means of bringing bstck the thb^i an 
appreheafion that cooid not iml fio fug^ 
geft itftif to d^&fp|(Sk6wuemper;Qf {he 

French 
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French people, add which the prodigV 
ous clamour occafioned by the aboli- 
tion unfortunately appeared too well to 
juftifjr. 

• • Befides thcfe there were a variety of 
other meafures adopted by the Frencli, 
which were either palpably unneeefliry 
and impolitic, or of which the neceflity 
and policy were at leaft in isi very great 
d^ee queftionable; and an ioipartial 
Q>eAator cannot excufe tbero^ fo^ raifing^ 
tip needlefs hoftility by wanton impru^ 
fences, at a period when they were con- 
tained to make fo many enemies, by 
the changes whicli their fituation un^ 
avoidably required. 

r If the deftru^ion of the monarchy* 
was abfolutely ncceflkry, certainly the 
<icatjh of tlie king was not ; iind France 
might haveftfuck furrounding nations, 
-with revercBce at her fublime clemency, 
in place of fiiocking all Europe by a^ 
^ndemnation, the jufticc of which wa$ 

at 
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at bcft doubtful, and which the gene- 
rality of them at prefent confider as an 
atrocious crime* This fanguinary ftep 
excited horror in all the princes of 
EuropejF from the legal fovereign of our 
favoured iiland, to the defpot of Con-, 
^antinople ; for Selim th^ third, a& foon 
^s he received the news that the French 
]aad put to[death their grand fultan, gave 
^ay.to^jemotionsof rage, and changed 
the lenient meafures he had adopted 
toiy^rds the French, into violeitce and. 
perfccutioA. It had a much worfe effed, 
ijill than, this — By violating royalty in fa 
unneceflary, and, as it was thought, in 
fo unjuftifiablc a manner, the French le^* 
^flatqrs offended the ^prejudices of the, 
f^le fin Eurppe, ap^^ in confequencc;^ 
rendered national fu^d iinapimous tho(e^ 
w^rs comj«i?nced agaiftft ibem by vari* 
o^ prince?, .which, but fojr that, would 
hav.p ^ bqen. languidly , , m^ ^ Msflfeauajly 
carried. ppir :r • 'i- j; •:..:: ,..^. • . 

However 
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However much indifpofcd our coan^ 
trymcn were to the French from pre- 
ceding reafons, it is certain that the 
death of the king alone prepared their 
minds for war, and completed the tri« 
umph of the enemies of France iip 
England. Various rircutnftances toa 
attending the trial of Louis the fix- 
teench^ which gave it an appearance of 
injuftke and cruelty, contributed to^ 
(Irengthen the fatal itnprefflon it had 
made on the minds of men there ; and 
the barbarous malignity with which, 
certain pcrfons pcrfecutcd the memory 
of the fallen, monarch, the abfurd 
phrafeof tyrant^ which they conftantly 
reiterated of a poor weak .prince, wbot 
was neittier naturally vicioOlS, nor had 
half talents to be a tyrant, dlfgii&6d^ 
08 it could not fail to do in the higheft 
degree, our riding ceiMHrytpeni^ 

It is natural t^ a?^* what could have 

induced 
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indiice^ the French to adopt fo unnecef-^ 
iaiy and fo impolitic a meafure ? The 
anfwer is,, the violence of the peoplei 
hurried on by the cnanceuvres of a fet of 
(aogubary and unprincipled men^ who 
at this period had obtained the chi^f 
pawer in the ftatc. You will recoiled^ 
that, as I formerly dated, we had pafied 
the GOLDBK, and indeed were now ar^ 
rived at the iron age of the French re- 
volution. The people had fome fhadoW 
of reafon too; for, in all the progrefs of 
the revolution, they have never commit* 
ted any violence without a motive thai 
appeared to them fufficient to juftify it. 
They faid, ** If tbe'fmaller traitors have 
been facrificed, why (hould the greateft 
of all be fuffered to efcdpe ?^' They re-. 
cdlleAed with bittcrnefs the maffacre of 
the tenth <^f Auguft, which they always 
regarded as occafioned by the court. 
During the trinl I have frequently found 
difficulty to get into the Convention 

from 
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from the number of wounded and dying 
men who were aflembled there to fblicit 
vei^eance; and it is certain that tTie 
fevereft menaces Were offered to thofc 
deputies who appeared difpofcd to adppt 
lenient meafures towards the king. How 
often -they have been denounced fince, 
and what ri&s of being murdered they 
have more thanoiice incurred, are known 
to all the world. 

It has been objefted to the French, 
that they belied their own declaration of 
renouncing all conquers, ^nd feemed, 
under the fpecious veil of promoting 
the libenies of mankind, to be carrying 
on the iamc ambitious projefts that were 
lb juftly cenfured in the old govern- 
ment. This objeAion, fo far as it ap- 
plied to their conquejisi was exceedingly 
ill-founded; and could not have been 
made btit by thofc who had been inat- 
tcritivc to the circumftances in which 
thejr -were placed, and^ which' rendered it 

impoffiblc 
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impoiEble for them to have aftcd other* 
wife than they did. But the cafe isdlf^ 
ferent with refpeft to their re-unions of 
other countries to their own^ which were 
diftinguiOied by the name o{ fraiermz^ 
ing. Thefe re-unions were at firft made 
with great caution, and not until the 
voice of the great majority of the inha- 
bitants was freely and unequivocally pro- 
nounced in favour of the meafure.;^ — 
Such was the cafe at Avignon. After* 
wards fewer precautions were obferved $ 
and finally, an opinion having been 
circulated, that the Rhine, the Alps, the 
Pyrenees, and the Ocean were the na- 
tural and proper boundaries of France^ 
it did not feem neceffary to be very 
fcrupulous in extending them to thefe 
limits, when .the facrifices were to be at 
the expence of powers hoflile to the re- 
public. Thefe proceedings, however, 
alarmed foreign prince^ and afforded 
them a pretence forall^ing^ that, if this 

fyflem 
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fyftem of fraternizing was not cbecked, 
the French would over-run all Europe. 
Moft affuredly the National Convention 
bad no fuch idea^ — moft aiTuredly their 
obje& was infinitely different from that 
of ambitious conquerors ; but it muft at 
the fame time be allowed^ that very un« 
guarded expreflions were ufed by fome 
members of the Convention, who have 
more patriotifm than good fenfe i and, 
upon the whole, it feems evident that 
a friendly alliance between them and the 
Vanquifhed nations would have anfwered 
every end of the re-unhn, without ex- 
poOng them to the imputation of ambi« 
tious projefts and lufl of domination, 

I cannot quit this fubjedt without re- 
marking, that, from all I can judge, the 
true origin of this fyftera of fraternizing 
is to be found in the concert of princa 
againft the revolution. The French un- 
qu^dionably had no intention, at the be- 
ginning of their revolution, not for a 
4 lo0g 



Idng time after, of enlarging their tcnri* 
tory i nor would they ever have thought 
of fuch a projed, if the combination of 
kings to crufh them had not fuggefted 
to them the neceflity of oppofing to this 
a combination of the people, and of fur- 
rounding their ovrn country with a bar- 
rier of emancipated provinces, united to 
them by the ftrifteft ties, and equally 
intcrefted as themfclves to maintain the 
fyftem of liberty and equality againft the 
attempts of crowned defpots. Wh^re- 
ever, therefore, the plan of fraternizing 
nations is mentioned, I would have it re- 
called to remembrance, that there ex- 
ifted previous to it a moft formidable 
fraternity of kings. 

The condudt of the French to the 
emigrants of their own nation has be^ 
much cenfured; and unqiieftionably^ 
whatever may be faid of the general 
principle, it is impoffible to conceive 
any thing more cruel or unjuft than 

VOL. IV. M the 
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the Operation of thefe laws on certain in« 
^viduab. The diffiaihy is in fuch cafes 
. to feparatc the innocent from the guilty ; 
and to make fuch a law as will enfure 
the ptinilhment of the laft, while it 
leaves room for the firft to efcape. For 
fome of thcfe men no puniftiment was 
toofevere ; while others, timid, deluded, 
or ignorant, merited the compaflion of 
their fellow-citizens. The cafe of the 
emigrants will never be rightly under- 
ftood, if we do not attend to it — that, 
from the beginning of the revolution, 
and much more in the later ftages of k, 
as Already ftated, there has exifted fo 
great a ftruggle between two parties, as 
merits well to bp termed a civil wary un- 
der the appearance of peace. ] fhall 
have occasion to illuilrate this idea more 
fully fooo? and fhall only now ob^rve, 
that, if tbi« be true, we fliall not be fo 
much furpri(ed at the feverities againft 
the emigrants^ For in all ages and na* 

tions. 



iioASy thofe citizens who abandoned 
their country in the hoar of her danger^ 
or who took up arms againfl: her caufe, 
have conftantly been treated with greater 
rigour than foreign foes. The enmity of 
fellow- citizens has ever been more inve* 
cerate than that of (Irangers, in propor* 
tion as their love is greater^ and their 
common duties more binding* 

1 have already noticed, as a change 
perliaps neceffary in the circumftances* 
the inditution of military juries, and 
other regulations irreconcileable with 
the ancient fyftem of difcipline. It was 
feared at the time, that indifcipline 
might be the confequence of thefe alter- 
ations ; and in fad, in a certain degree, 
this has been the cafe. Who then could 
have imagined that the French legifla* 
tors would have been fo imprudent as 
to increafe this evil, by decreeing that 
the foldiers (hould choofe all their infe- 
*Hor ofiicers ? Ey?ry man of experience 
. M 2 in 
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in military affairs faw the inevitable evils 
that wouljd follow from this raQi mea- 
fure. All the generals complained of it i 
and the judicious Camus, commiifary to 
the army in the Netherlands, told the 
Convention, on his return, that, if they 
did not repeal this decree, they would ne* 
ver have order or difcipline in the army; 
For, added he, the majority of thofe who 
are elefted officers obtain their elevation 
by promifing to relax difcipline, and 
maintain themfclves in their place by 
keeping their word. 

The French have been cenfured for a 
want of regard to religion ; but, if this 
cenfure be juft of fome individuals 
amongft them, it does not therefore 
hold of the National Convention, who 
in all their publ[c condud have refpeft- 
cd the religion of their country. With 
refpeft to their affembling on Sundays, it 
has been already obferved, that the ur- 
gency and importance of their affairs 

might 
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might apologife for that meafure'; and 
it is carefully to be noticed, that Sunday 
in Catholic countries was never obfcrved 
with the fame ftriftnefs as in England, 
far lefs with the rigidity of the Prefby- 
terians in Scotland. Such a mode of 
keeping Sunday does not form a part of 
the religion of this people : and there- 
fore they are not to be cenfured for not 
complying with it. 

Mr. Burke has faid a great deal about 
the public profeffion of atheifm made 
by Jacob Dupont, an obfcure deputy of 
the Convention, whom' I never heard of 
before nor fince. There are abfurd and 
thoughtlefs men in all public aflemblies; 
There are atheifts in England as well as 
in France. Nor is Scotland without its 
proportion, if we may believe a late 
phyfician of Edinburgh, who fays, " In 
hac urbe, ubi de Summi Numinis ex* 
iftentia indies et acriter difputandum 
M3 eft/: 
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eft •." But, whatever there may be in 
this, it is certain that the loofe and im* 
prudent expreflSons made ufe of by fomc 
individuals in France on the fubjedt of 
religion, were induftrioufly circulated in 
foreign nations, and did infinite injury 
to the revolution, by giving colour to 
the pretext, that the French had thrown 
oif all regard to feligion. As La Source 
juftly obfervcd, the member who pro- 
pofed to deprive all the Cathojic clergy 
of their falaries, and Jacob Dupont, who 
made a public profefSon of atheifm In 
the Convention, did more harm to the 
caufe of France than the armies of Auf* 
tria and Pruflia. Thefe men were deeply 
niiftaken, if they thought that the ma- 
jority of the nation were of their opi- 
nion : they were deeply miftaken> if they 
believed that even the inhabitants of the 
corrupt metropolis were ripe for the re- 

♦ In tbit city, where the exifleace of the Su- 
preme Deity is daBy aod wamly difputed. 

jcdioa 
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jeftion of all religion. We are not. Ma- 
dam, to judge of the Parifians, as mo(l 
of the Englifh do, from a few people of 
faihion with whom they have been ac- 
quainted. We muft fpeak of the Bour* 
geois, and of the great mafs of the peo« 
pie. Almoft the whole of them are 
ftill believers ; and thofe even who have 
no reafon to give for their faith are 
afraid not to believe. In many, early pre- 
judices continue to oppoTe the decifions 
of matured reafon ; in others, relaxation 
of morals, by increafing fear, has aug- 
mrated inftead of dimintfhing fuperili^ 
lion. In all great corrupt cities there is 
much religion, becaufe there is much 
fear. 

I pafs to fome fmaller imprydences, 
which have furniflicd ground for cehfure 
on the French legiflators. Their blame- 
able hafte. to a6i has often deprived them 
of the time needful to plan well; and 
hence obliged tbcm ^^odiminilh their 
dignity, by undoing what they bad; 
M 4 done. 



done. Artd' thcj have alvrays atiem:pted 
fomuch at once, that they have had no 
Icifwre' -to explain, ifi many cafes, tbe 
reafons of their conduft. To quole but 
one inftancj©— 1 o how many fevere and 
iH-grounded cenfures have they not ex- 
pofed themfelves for want of taking pains 
enough to explain what they meant by 
the term EQjJALiTYrand to (hew that 
they confined it to equality ofrigi^s^ or^ 
in other words, that all were.ieqiiaL io 
the eyes of thcf law, and that ail had 
z thle to e^ud jufiicel Hence the 
moft abfurd prejudices, were propagated 
fefpeAing this ji^raie. It was pretewid-^ 
ed, that it was meant to eqiialja^ aU fgrr 
tunes ; a meafure that we know, if i£ 
were praSicable, could not be kept tip 
for a ftjgte week, nor for a fingle day, 
iiftee, eVcivm twenty-four hours, induftry, 
ekehion, and virtue would obtain fome 
pVedortjinance over idlenefe, ina^ivitft 
and vi(ie»'»ntgpnfie amongft us imag}fiic4 
tfceiiifeSves wife^ wbeil^hey pointed out 

the 
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tlic abfurdity of calling men equals fined 
by nature they were totally different ia 
llrength and talents; as if any one could 
have been fo abfurd as to contend for 
equality in that ridiculous application of 
the term. Finally, in England focieties- 
were inftituted to fupprefs levelUrs^ as^ 
they were termed, akhough in fa6t and 
truth no fuch perfons exifted.. 

While 1 mention this> I cannot help 
recoUeding an ingenious illuftration of 
the argument by Mr. Carats " Every 
body in France," (ays he, " knows well^ 
that thofe troops of weak or ignorant 
princes, of whom hiftory tranfmits to us 
the names, and who, from the height of 
their thrones, have made the effeds of 
folly defcend on the heads of their peo* 
pie, were very far from b^ing equal ia 
talents to thofe men of rare and exalted 
genius, who, in the filence and obfcuri«> 
ty of their cabinets, have enlightened the 
world. We all know that James IL had 
' M £ neither* 
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neither this fotil 6f Sydncyi nor the pK- 
lofophy of Lbcke. Nobody wotM have 
itifpe&ed Lewis the fifteenth of writing 
Montcfqtrieu^s' Spirit of Laws. Birt 
iifuaUty ef righu is quhe a different af- 
fair/' 

Minuter ciroimftances have atfo co^ 
trlbused their fhare in diigufting £ng- 
lifh obfcrvcrs erf the French reVokition.* 
The want of order in the National K^ 
fenlbly»--the indecent noiie and confu- 
fioh'— the licentious applaufes of the tri^ 
bunes appeared Shocking to EngHfliN 
Aienv accuRcmed to the dignity and rc^ 
gularity generally prefervcd in the Houfe 
of Commons. It is true, in . their cen-» 
furcs^ relative to this, they did not make 
fu:^$;ieht allowance for the peculiar <Aa^ 
rafter of the French nation, nor for the 
int^dfting nature of the fubjefts they had 
ix> difcufs.' They did not consider that 
shey were, comparing the calm prq^efe 
of aajo]d^^ft«b|{ikfid gororameatin a 
^'' ^ ' ' time 
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time of profpiund |>e*ee»,with th.e4gijtai;e<J, 
moyepfiCAU of; 9^ revolution in a Ration ^t 

cjaOions tbatTowfcd all the pa05,QiM,.l?yy 

oppodng ail prejudicc9^^ nod ^tacking, 

all inter efts« Tranquil fpedators of thC) 

ftormj ihey would hare had the mariners 

caugjbt in the middle of the. tempeft^: 

preferve the &me conapofure a$ they, did 

in viawing i^ fecurely ftx>m the fi^ore!. . 

i,. could (hew, in ftveral other re- 

IpeiAs^ that fufficteat allowance ha& not 

bcea made for the peculiar genius of the 

Fr^nel^ nation, in the cenfures pa0ed oa 

it m England. The French are.a lively^ 

impetuous,, and irritable nation; and 

thfdr revolution is niarkcd with their 

cbara(fl;er. It has the faults of it and 

the virtues of it. I obfcrve advertifed 

ifi the newlpapers a woA of Mr- Arthur 

Yibung^ entitled, ** The Example df 

Frwice^ a/ Waroiftg to fingland.*'i^The 

fult:^ft iacopioas ^.and^ wb«ti«reated \pf 

M6 this 



this abte and ingenious writeri taoSt 
form an inteFeiting pyblioatioo^ I 
would only obferve^ that, had you even- 
a revolut4on in England (which God: 
forbid fii^uld ever be neccfiary !), it 
would not — ^it could* not be fuch a- one- 
06 the French revolution. For ^he meo^ 
and the circumibmces are totally diffi*- 
milar. You have not in England the^ 
fame mafs of abufes to change — ^you* 
have not the fame mafs of folly and vice 
to ftruggle againft— your people zcc^. 
neither fo. generally ignorant nor fero^ 
cious as the French^ populace — andi 
what is above all in your favour iS| rbM 
you have not amongft you that (hocking^ 
inequality which disfigured human fo« 
ciety in France*. There mankind were' 
all in extremes, exceflively exahed or^ 
exceffivcly debated; and the people 
once delivered from the tyranny of the 
great, ha v^ing, neither friend, counfellor,. 
nof confida^t^^abaodoned. themielves. to. 

the 
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tfie wanderings of tkcir own ignorance 
or palfionsv In England^ onthe contrary,. 
Acre is a long fcrics of dafles of well- in- 
formed and worthy men, in the middling 
ranks of fociety, who conned the ricb 
with the poor, and the men of large; 
property with thofe who have none. In* 
France the queftion was, whether certain; 
princes and dukes,, or whether the 
loweft of the people fliould govera 
the countrj'. And, whether the firft or 
the laft obtained the predominance^; 
there was danger of tyranny. The twa 
claffes were too far diftant to place con/» 
fidcnce in each other. 

Thcfc is another remark, which I 
think it very important to make in this 
place. The example of France, though 
in. many refpecls inapplicable, will cer- 
tainly, however, be often applied to 
England ; and deduftrons will be made 
from it, that may produce very ferious 
confequences» If France does not aid 

us 
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US In advancing our liberty^ let vis at 
Icaft take care that (he do not furfiiSi 
the means of deprivuig us of part q£ 
what w« have. JLet the real patriots of 
England be on their guaid* JLet us- 
beware of chinking^ becaufe a corrupt 
or frivolous people were unfit for a 
fyftcm of extenfive liberty, that there- 
fore fuch a fyftem is bad $ or, to put 
the cafe more accurately, let us beware 
of concluding, becaufe a people de« 
graded by defpotifm were unfit to be 
alt at once entrufted with freedom, that 
therefore it might not have been fafely 
conferred on them, and their conditioa 
rendered more happy by it, if they had 
been conduded to it by a gradual and 
wife preparation. It is too commx>n to 
reafon from abufes againft the proper 
ufe of things. We have Icen the liccn- 
tioufnefs of a people : but let us guard 
againft drawing arguments from it to 
increafe the power of monarcbs* 

This 
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This letter has extended much be^ 
yond the limks I originally defigned.-^ 
I muft DOW haften to a concIufioD^ and 
only mention in a curfory manner the 
otbeC'Objefts that remain to be treated. 

If I had had more leifure^ I would have 
pointed out, amongd other caufes of the 
erroneous judgments of our countrymen 
refpedting the French revolution, their 
confounding the agents with the prin^ 
iipks oi it. — The principles were often 
pure, when the agents were moft de- 
praved. On many pccafions when Ea- 
gli(bmen were railing againft France, an 
iptelligent man might have replied to 
them : *^ You are only painting the 
vices of Marat or Orleans : but Heaven, 
which accomplilhed ufeful ends by Bor* 
gia and Catiline, may alfo promote a 
fyftem of wifdom and juftice by means 
rf Orleans and Marat.*' 

I fhould have (hewri that many, if not 
all, of the evils of the French revolution 

may 
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may be traced up to the effeda of the 
old corrupting fyftcm of government. 
That fyftem had dettroyed the morals of 
the people, and rendered them unfit for 
liberty. As all things under it were- 
managed by intrigue, it had created a 
general fyftem of suspicion. That fufr- 
picion has caufed the ruin of the beft 
concerted meafures; for, as no matt 
trufted hi$ neighbour, no body of mcn^ 
aded in concert, nor could any public 
funftionary prefcrve for any length of 
time the confidence of thofe under him. 
Eternal denunciations were made againft- 
thofe entrufted with the executive part 
of government ; and all of them* were 
readily believed by the people. Hence 
the conftant changes of minifters, and 
the eternal accufations of generals and 
other public fundionaries. Many of 
thcfe men, who were originally honeft-i 
appear to have been forced into bad 
conduft, by having their patience worn 

out 
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out with endlefs inculpations.. Hence 
the want of general union fo neceiiary at 
fuch ft period. Hence the multiplied 
and abfurd feverity of laws againil: 
emigrants^ confpirators^ traitors, &c« 
&c. Mr. Burke, to whom I am 
ready to render all juftice where I can, 
juftly remarked, that there was too much 
fufpicion manifefted even in the firfl 
conftitution. It was true: but he did 
not penetrate into the caufe of it; or, 
rather, it would not have f^ited his argu- 
ment to bring that caufe forward. The 
truth is, that fufpicion was not the fault 
of the new fyftem, but of the old, which, 
by corrupting all, had cut up the roots 
of confidence, and rendered every man 
afraid of another. 

The mafs of folly and vice intro- 
duced into the nation by the ancient 
fyftem furnilhed a terrible obftacle to 
the revolution, and might alone have 
been fuffiicient to account for its failure. 

Never 
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Never before had the world feen defpot- 
ifm united with fo high a degree of ci- 
vilization. Hence depravity was par- 
ried to a degree unknown in modern 
times, and in European climates* All 
the great towns were more or lefs de- 
bauched; and Paris was a fink of vice 
and corruption. A body thus difeafed 
was not to be cured by ordinary means. 
Humanity would have poured the balm 
of uft^rm into the ulcers ; but Reafoa 
pronounced them too corrupt to be 
cured. , ** Enic recidendum" was her 
awful fentence when (he lifted up the 
fword of revolution. 

If any proof had been wanted of the 
degree of folly and depravity to which 
th? old fyftem had reduced the princi^ 
pal clafies of fociety in France, what 
could be a more flriking one than the 
conduct of the emigrant prinqes and 
their adherents in Germany? Obferve 
what kind of life they led there. ^ Ex- 

pofcd 
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pofed to the greateft dangers^ and to the 
chance of lofing all that was dear to 
them in life, they were unable to forget 
the diffipation of the ancient court : they 
revived in exile all its follies and all its 
vices.-— Coblentz became a miniature of 
Verfailles } and the men who had their 
chara&er, their fortune, their life itfelf 
at ftake^ were occupied, juft a$ they ufed 
to be at the old court, in intriguea^ 
and quarreUuig about miftrefles. The 
fame thing happened in Italy, where 
even the licentious Romans were fcan* 
dalized at the vices of the refugee 
priefts. If iimilnr things have not been 
obfcfved of thofe in England, it is be- 
caufe the eftablilhed decency of our 
manners has feared them from (hewing 
their real charafter. 

Such were the men which the old go- 
vernment of France had formed, and 
fuch the men who were to be re-mads 
and moulded to republican virtues. Our 

friends 
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friends in England have not fufficiently 
attended to this. They have not refleft- 
ed how difficult it is to reform an old 
corrupt monarchy : they have forgotten 
that it is in faft a new birth. 

I have already hinted^ that diftant fpec- 
tators, in judging of various parts of 
the French revolution, have-not allowed 
fufficiently for the preffure. of circum* 
ftances perhaps the moft extraordinary 
that ever occurred to a people. I will 
juft mention a few of them :— 

I. 

The inveteracy or a powerful arifto* 
cratic party, which operated from the 
very beginning of the revolution, and 
which has kept up an unceafing irrita- 
tion amongft the people. 

. W. 

The manifefto of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick, whofe threats we:re ever prefeat to 
the minds of the people* 

IIL 
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III. 

The confpiracy of kings, formed at; 
Pilnitz; an aflbciation of a new kind, 
as terrible as it was monftrous. Our 
countryman, Dr. Parr, has left me no- 
thing to add to his eloquent refle&ions 
on the fubjedt. 

IV. 

That real civil war, which, under the 
name of peace, has exifted in France 
fince the beginning of the revolution, 
and openly broke forth in the latter pe- 
riods of it, I promifed to illuftrate this 
more at large, but muft defer doing fo 
till another opportunity. 

I could enumerate feveral other cir- 
cumftances, if my leifure perniitted me 
to enter into details. I muft, however, 
farther obferve, that our friends in Eng- 
land, in judging of the French re volurion, 
do not feem in many cafes to have allow- 
ed eveii for the ordinary weakneffes of 
human nature. It has always been the - 

foible 
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foible of man, to run from one extreme 
to another— ^Grant that the French have, 
for the moment, run from defpotifm to 
licentioufnefs — ^they have committed the 
common fault of our nature. Let us 
reafon of them as we would do of our- 
fclves, and let us allow . |hem time to 
return to the juft medium. 

No man is more (hocked than I am at 
the crimes and horrors that have taken 
place in France, or, to fpeak more juftly, 
in Paris, during the revolution. But 
moft of them have been the work of 
villains, who profited of a time of pub- 
lic confufion to work out their own in* . 
fernal purpofcs. Moff of them have 
therefore no real connection with the 
revolution 5 and with refpeft to the few 
that have, it muft be remembered, that 
a period of revolution is^ not to be judged 
pf by the rules that apply to feafons of 
peace and tranquillity. Great public 
commotipnsi fucli as tbofe in France, 

bring 
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bring forth all the paffions,— If the 
French revolution has been flained 
with fcenes of vice and cruehy, it has 
alfo exhibited fome of the noblefl exam- 
ples of generofity and virtue that any 
age or nation can boafl: of. It has ex- 
hibited ads that rival thofe of Greece 
and Rome: and furely France merits 
fome indulgence from mankind, if, with 
men formed under the old defpotifm, (he 
has not been able, all at once, to carry 
into praftice the fublimeft principles of 
juftice and wifdom ever adopted by man- 
kind. Her errors will pafs away ; her 
crimes are momentary, and will be for- 
gotten ; her principles will be immortal, 
and her declaration of the rights of man 
will perifli only with the human race. 

Revolutions exhibit man ading on a 
great fcale: hence they produce great 
virtues, and at the fame time great vice^. 
Three years of confufion form a vaft 
period in the life of. an individual ; but 
6 they 
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they make only a point in the life of a 
naihn. They make, indeed, alcaoft an 
imperceptible point, if that nation is 
confidered as a part of the great whole^ 
and as afiefting, by its conduct, the fu- 
ture fate of Europe, and of the world. 
The revolutions of all other nations, 
our own and that of America excepted, 
have done nothing for mankind. What 
fignifies it to the world who is defpot in 
Turkey; who vanqui(l}es or is vanqui(h- 
cd in Perfia ; who is Pope of Rome ? 
The conteft then is about the niaftersj 
but iht fyjlem continues the fame. In 
France, the conteft has been about 
frincifUsy and thefe the moft important, 
the moft facred, the moft effential to the 
happincfs of man. Let France be ar- 
raigned before the tribunal erf" the human 
race — Ihe muft plead guilty to many 
charges — but (he will ftill appear a me- 
ritorious criminal. For who before her 
declared aloud, in the name of twenty- 
five 
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five millions of men, to attending 
Europe, thofe truths which lay con- 
cealed in the works of a few philofo- 
phers ? Who, before her, dared to com- 
bat all errors, and, braving every preju- 
dice, through good report and evil re- 
port, publiftied the complete manifeflo 
of the negledted rights of human 
kind!! 

But I muft conclude. Wliat I have 
already written, or may farther write, 
will, I am perfuaded, find favour with 
you, and with a few more of the well- 
informed and reflefting: but I do not 
cxpeft that fuch ideas will meet with 
general approbation, at this moment 6f 
agitation and prejudice* For my parr, 
I am prepared for cenfure ; but I entreat 
you to witnefs, that I appeal from th6 
public judgment of 1792, to that of 
1799. 1 might make the period fliofter, 
but I am unwilling to be thought enthu- 
fiaftic in my expectations, and therefore 

VOL, IV. N have 
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hav« dated feven years.' I will add, 
that certain pcrfons will do well to be 
moderate in their triumph at this mo- 
ment, left their fentiments and decla- 
rations fliould be recorded and produced 
at a time when they may be lefs fuitable 
than they are juft now. 

Whether France will finally be able 
to extricate herfelf frpm an inteftine, as 
well as external war, which now aflail 
her at once— whether flie will be able 
to fupport her republic; or, fatigued 
with anarchy, repofc herfelf in limited 
monarchy; or finally, overwhelmed by 
her foes, be forced to accept that confti- 
tution which they choofe to give her, 
are points that furpafs my powers, to de- 
cide.- Were I to conjefture, I would 
fay, that The will fucceed in maintaining 
her own freedom, but not in communi- 
eating it to her neighbours. But fliould 
flie even be overpowered by her ene- 
miesy and fliould continental defpots 
3 wilh 
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wifli to load her with the moft gaHing 
chains, I cannot forget, Madam, that 
Britain is concerned in this tranfaftioii ! 
And this recoUeftion cheers my mind; 
for a free and generous people cannot 
condemn twenty-five millions of men 
to be Haves ! No : the fevered fen- 
tence that England can ftiffer to be pro- 
nounced, even orx her rival, would be, 
** Let France be delivered from the do-- 
minion of a ferocious mob — let her be 
delivered from anarchy, and reftored to 
reafon'and lawful fwayl" Thus, termi- 
nate how it will, I truft the French re- 
volution will promote the good of 
France, and this profpe6l confoles me 
amidft the prefent evils. 

The French revolution began in wif- 
dom ; but what wife men begin well, 
fools often by their interference fpoil 
at the end. The French legiflators bor- 
rowed from ignorance only the ftrength 
of its arm ; they certainly never intended 
N 2 to 
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to make ufe of its difordered head, One 
revolution therefore fufficed all wife men ; 
but the cotirc forced a fecond one, and 
then all was confounded. The people 
were called upon to judge, when they had 
DO means of judging. They had already 
0(led^ and their honeft energy ought 
then to have eeafed. Deprived of the 
means of obtaiaing knowledge, by the 
degradation into which ihe ancient fyt 
tern of civil polity had placed them, they 
ought Bot to have b^en pl^ed in the 
rank of political judges. 

It is much too rafh to conclude, that 
the caufe of France is loft — the probabi- 
lity is ftill in its favour; and were it 
otherwife, Madam, I (liould fay, '* Vic- 
trix caufa diis placuit, fed vida Catoni*/' 
Mean muft be his mind, and low his 
thoughts, who can regret having efpoufed 

* The vidorious caufe plcafcd the gods, but 
Cato was for the vanquiftied. 

fuch 
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fuch a caufe, or wilh that he had taken 
the fide of corrupt politicians, inftcad of 
that of a people ftroggling for freedom, 
the firft gift of Heaven; cum quibus 
errarc malim, quam cum illis refte fen- 
tire ♦. 

When I faid that the French rcvolu* 
tion began in wifdom, I admitted that 
it catne afterwards into the hands of fools. 
But the foundation was laid in vjifdom^ 
I muft entreat you to rqark that circum* 
ftancc; for if even the fuperftrufture 
fliould fall, the foundation would reinain. 
The Bastille, though honoured by 
Mr- Burke with the title of the king*s 
cqjile (a ftiocking fatire on every humane 
and juft prince), will never be rebuilt in 
France; and the declaration of the rights 
of man will remain eternal, as the truths 
it contains. In the early ages of tha 

* With whom I would rather err, than thidk 
rightly with the others.— A hybcrholical cxprcffioa 
of Cicero* 

worldiL 
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world, therevolutionsof ftates, and thein* 
curfions of barbarians, often overwhelm- 
ed knowledge, and occafioned the lofs of 
principles: but fince the invention of 
printing hasdifFufedfcience over Europe, 
and accumulated the means of extending 
and preferving truth, principles can 
no more be ' loft. Like vigorous (ecds 
committed to the bofom of the fertile 
earth, accidental circumftances may pre- 
vent their vegetation for a time, but 
they will remain alive, and ready to 
fpring up at the firft favourable mo- 
ment. 

What then is the conclufion of the 
whole matter ? This, furely, that prin- 
ciples are never to be abandoned, how- 
ever unfuccefsful may be the attempt 
to carry them \n\o practice. We in Eng- 
land, however, have had praftical ex- 
perience of the good effefts of right prin- 
ciples : our maxims of liberty have 
proved their intrinfic worth, by coun- 

terading 
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terading even the natural defefts of our 
country. They have made, as Ad lifon 
happily cxpreffes, '* our bleak rocks and 
barren mountains fmile;" and on the 
careful prefervation of thcfe maxims de- 
pends the continuance of the bleffings 
they have procured us. Bui I muft con- 
elude : 

•* O Liberty ! expand thy yital ray, ^ 

•* 0*er the dark globe difFufc.celcftial day ; 
'' Glad diflant regions by thy blifsful voice, 
*< Till India's wilds and Afric's fands rejoice : 
•* Thy fpirit breathe, wide as creation's fpace ; 
<^ Exalt, illume, infpire the human race ; 
•* As heaven's own sether thro* expanfion whirlM, 
** Attrads, fublimes, and animates the world*." 

Thus wiQies a worthy member of 

the BritiQi Senate, and fuch are your 

wiflies and mine. 

Adieu. 

* Courten&y. 
FINIS. 



